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ta be 25£F stronger thanCmd 
( \ N Steel's ^Iher tough stainless blades. 


Show off your Magnum Tanto with 
this official Cold Steel Tanto display 
stand, only $19.95, #CSSTAND. 


(type 


Call Now 1-800-231-1272 


Display your Tanto with pride 


Hot Knives From Cold Steel ■* 


Own the knife that cuts like a sword... 


* 

' 


MAGNUM TANTOS 


\\J ith sword-like cutting power, the Magnum Tanto easily 
’ ' severs 3" of hanging manila hemp rope when wielded 
with perfect skill. These are the largest Tantos ever offered 
by Cold Steel and are available exclusively from Cutlery 
Shoppe. The Magnum Tanto is available with either 
stainless steel or San Mai III laminated blade. Each 
knife features a stainless steel guard and pommel. 

Checkered black Kraton handle offers a secure 
grip, even in the worst of conditions. 

A heavy-duty black leather sheath is 
included with each Magnum Tanto. 


Timeless design... 
These are truly great knives of 
unique design and quality, at 
fantastic Cutlery Shoppe prices. 


Optional Blackie Collins 
Cordura sheath, 
only $25, #BCMTS 


Magnum Tanto 
Stainless 

#CSMGTS 
Retail S210.00 

Your Discount Price $1 ^0.95 


Blade steel: 

8-A 

Rc hardness: 

57-59 

Blade length: 

9" 

Length overall: 

14 1/2" 

Blade thickness: 

3/16" 

Weight, knife: 

12.2 oz 

Weight, sheath: 

4.7 oz 

Made in: 

Japan 


F or fastest service, call us now and we'll rush your order to your door. You will also receive our 
catalogs packed with the best deals on quality knives and accessories. We'll also place your 
name on our Preferred Customer mailing list, sending you updated bulletins every month packed 
with unadvertised special deals and all the latest products. 


We're open for your convenience 
Mon-Fri 7am-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm 


Send mail orders to: 

Cutlery Shoppe 
Dept. SF 

5461 Kendall Street 
Boise, Idaho 83706-1248 


YoUT Risk-Free ^ our com pl ete satisfaction is unconditionally guaranteed at Cutlery Shoppe! If for any 
reason you are not completely satisfied with your purchase, simply return it within 30 
Guarantee: days for a refund, exchange or credit whichever you prefer, no questions asked. 

Shipping & Handling $5 to 48 states - $10 for COD (48 states only) - $7 to APO, FPO, AK, 

HI, PR & USVI $10 to Canada. Foreign orders (except Canada) please write or fax for 
shipping costs. Foreign orders may call, 1-208-376-0430 FAX line, 1-208-376-7680 
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By the time these words are printed, the United States may be at war. If that 
is the case, the one thing that can be predicted with certainty is that the human 
garbage of the American peace movement will have found a way to blame their 
country for the hostilities. The party line will be as follows: America is going to 
war for cheap oil. Americans are being asked to die to preserve a monarchy. 
Americans are being sent to fight a tryant whom we armed. Americans are 
bearing a disproportionate share of the burden. This is a corrupt brief, and it 
must not go unanswered. 

Vietnam proved that the lies of the peace movement, if unrebutted, can take 
on a life of their own. First, America is not going to war for cheap oil. The cause 
of the quarrel with Saddam Hussein is that on 2 August 1990 Iraq invaded 
Kuwait and annexed it. The world has made this matter its business because, 
unlike American pacifists, it learned from the experience of World War II that 
appeasement, cowardice and pacifism do not deter evil, they feed it. America is 
not going to war for cheap oil, but in one respect those who say oil is not worth 
dying for are wrong. When a homicidal megalomaniac can turn oil into a 
weapon, it is worth a fight to the death. Allowing a lunatic like Saddam to get a 
choke-hold on the world’s economy is intolerable. 

Second, Americans are not being asked to preserve the house of al Sabah, 
they are being asked to preserve a people and a country that have as much right 
to an independent national existence as we do. That right must be defended 
because if this planet is ever to achieve a minimal level of civility, let alone 
civilization, then wars of conquest cannot be allowed to succeed. 

Third, the peace movement’s assertion that America armed Saddam Hussein 
is a deliberate lie. A check of The Military Balance reveals Saddam’s principal 
armorer was the Soviet Union. It is certainly true that the United States found 
Iraq preferable to Iran during the Iran-lraq war, and as a result provided it with 
some economic support. That, however, is the way the game of nations is 
played. It is in any event not a reason for ignoring the present danger. 

Fourth, the assertion that America is bearing a disproportionate share of the 
burden is also a deliberate deceit. The truth is that the pledges of America’s 
allies are sufficient to cover most of the costs of Desert Shield up to now, and, 
contrary to the assertion of some in Congress, our allies have not avoided 
making good on their pledges. It is obviously true that America is bearing the 
brunt of the military burden. The reason we are is — surprise —because we are 
the strongest. Desert Shield certainly proves that we have done ourselves no 
favors by relieving other democracies of the burden to defend themselves, but 
that too doesn't alter the need to counter the Iraqi threat here and now. 

Then there is the matter the peace movement ignores — nuclear weapons. 
The world will never be the nuclear-free petting farm the peace movement likes 
to portray, but it can and should take collective action to insure that nuclear 
bombs never fall into the hands of those who would use them for any purpose 
short of national survival. Iraq's invasion of Kuwait makes it abundantly clear 
that it is a country unfit for membership in the nuclear club. The present crisis 
can’t be considered resolved until it is stripped of the capacity to visit nuclear 
death on the world.^ 
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Britain’s Africa Corps — Page 2B 


RAID 

GAULOISES . . Tom SIEzewski 
Where can teams of top athletes and 
adventurers from around the world get 
together to compete? This year, in 
Costa Rica, in something like a combi¬ 
nation of Special Forces training and 
an ultra-triathalon. SOF staffer Tom 
Slizewski was lean, mean, and on the 
scene 56 

FAST AND 

FURIOUS ... Edward Brown 
If terrorists get rough, FAST will be 
tough. U.S. Marine antiterrorist secu¬ 
rity team trains for what could be a 
major part of the current Middle East 
crisis 62 


WHY JOHNNY CAN’T SHOOT . .Peter G. Kokalis 

SOF’s Technical Editor believes the best form of gun control is showing your 
kids how to control a gun safely, and the Chipmunk .22 rifle is the 
perfect teacher 26 


BRITAIN’S AFRICA CORPS . ........ Frank Noble 

They’re the Empire’s overseas military trainers, and their job is to hone the 
edge of Zimbabwe’s and Mozambique’s military spear point. This job ain’t no 
cuppa tea 28 

RAP REVOLUTION AND 

THE PRINCE OF DARKNESS . ....... John Jameson 

Robert K. Brown says this is the most bizarre and shocking story he’s read in his 15 
years of publishing SOF. Check out this report from bloodsoaked Liberia 32 

ATTACK OF THE BEACH BLANKET 

DEATH DIVERS FROM HELL . Morgan Tanner 

Thrill seekers drop like a stone and soar like a bird in one of the fastest growing 
sports around — bungee jumping. (And you can do it naked, too) 40 

CROSS HAIRS ON BAGHDAD . . . . Ross Simpson 

One shot, one kill — and from 1,000 yards away. U.S. Marine Corps Scout Snipers 
have their eyes on the horizon in the sands of Saudi Arabia 44 

THE FRENCH CONNECTION .John McDonald 

SOF on the ground with the French Cavalry in Saudi Arabia 48 

TARGET SADDAM .Ross Simpson 

Morale remains high in the 3rd Battalion, 11th Marines’ Golf Battery, the USMC’s 
first artillery battery deployed to Saudi Arabia 50 

MAKING TRACKS TO IRAQ . ........ Ross Simpson 

A battalion commander speaks out on how we’ll beat Iraq 52 



Liberia — Page 32 
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The French Connection — Page 48 


VIETNAM BIRD DOGS .Bill Hooper as told to Jim Hooper 

As a Bird Dog pilot with the all-volunteer 220th “Catkillers,” operating on both sides 
of the DMZ, Bill Hooper had one of the most dangerous mission profiles in Vietnam. 
Here’s his story 68 
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DCM still under attack 

FLAK.6 

Sorry, Canada 

Combat Craft... .12 
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World Sitrep.14 

I Was There.16 
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Guests of the Emperor 
Beneath the Visiting Moon 
and more ... 

Adventure Quartermaster. 22 


Spy Tech Video 

Advertisers Index.89 

Supply Locker.90 
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ARMAGH AMBUSH .John Stanley 

British SAS commandos throw a surprise party for IRA terrorists 70 


COVER 


A POINTED TALE. . Peter G. Kokalis 

The fall of the Iron Curtain has brought to light a host of little-seen ComBloc 
weapons. Case in point is a unique East German survival knife/AKM bayonet 
combo 74 


Death Divers From Hell — Page 40 



From a military (and our) point of view, 
Operation Desert Shield is the most impor¬ 
tant story of the day, and that’s why, for the 
fourth month running, we’ve featured it as 
our cover story — the first time in 15 years 
of publishing we’ve had such a string of 
similar covers. There are other wars and \ 
conflicts ongoing as you read this, but 
nothing with the destructive potential of the 
Middle East, and certainly none which 
involves us as personally and directly as 
does Desert Shield. As long as we’re 
fielding U.S. and allied forces in a hostile 
area, we’ll continue to give them the cover¬ 
age they deserve. It’s the very least we can 
do, and in this issue we start their stones on 
page 44. Photo: P. Durand/Sygma 
INSET: In our many years of covering 
conflicts around the world, we’ve never run 
across anything as bizarre — and deadly 
— as the ongoing ‘ revolution’’ in Africa's 
Liberia, where mud, blood, beer and fear 
are the orders of the day. SOF’s Editor/ 
Publisher Bob Brown (a fellow who’s just 
about seen it all) called “Rap Revolution 
and the Prince of Darkness’’ the most 
shocking story he’s ever read, and we think 
you’ll agree. For the not-faint-of-heart, it 
begins on page 32. Photo: John Jameson 
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BULLETIN BOARD 



SOF editor/publisher Robert K. Brown met recently in Washington with freedom fighter Dr. 
Jonas Savimbi and well-known conservative Howard Phillips. Seldom out of the combat 
zones of his native Angola, Dr. Savimbi was attending a Washington banquet in his honor. 
Howard Phillips is honcho of U.S. Taxpayers Alliance, 450 Maple Ave. E, Vienna, VA 22180. 
Photo: Robert E. Rountree, Jr. 


CMP STILL 
UNDER ATTACK 

Update: The National Board for the 
Promotion of Rifle Practice (NBPRP), 
the group mandated by law to advise 
the Secretary of the Army on the 
Civilian Marksmanship Program 
(CMP), has held its first meeting since 
Congress decided to cut funding. Un¬ 
fortunately, not much was accom¬ 
plished. 

The Director of Civilian Marksman¬ 
ship attempted to outline to the Board 
the realities of how high user’s fees 
would have to be if the CMP were to 
become self-sustaining by the end of 
1992, as the current law requires. No 
amount of official assumptions could 
get within $1.5 million of the amount 
that would be required. 

In times past, the Board had get-it- 
done members like Gens. Curtis 
LeMay and Lew Walt, but that is not 
the case today and solid recommenda¬ 
tions are yet to come out of this 
meeting. Perhaps it is good that the 
American military is constitutionally 
subservient to civilian authority — or at 
least it would be good if there weren’t 
people like Pete Stark running amok 
through the halls of Congress trying to 
sabotage the CMP. 

The only way the CMP will be 
re-funded (at the rate of about two 
cents per American per year) and 


saved is if you as a voter give Con¬ 
gress your two-cents worth. This bene¬ 
fit to the American military of preinduc¬ 
tion small arms training for civilians 
must be saved, but it is a battle that the 
military cannot fight. It must be fought 
for them by the voters. 

Write your senators and congress¬ 
men and tell them how you feel, that 
you want the CMP re-funded. Then 
enlist the aid of any organization to 
which you belong (VFW, American 
Legion, Kiwanis, Rotary, Optimist, Jay- 
cee groups, local gun clubs, etc.). 
Have them send letters as a group in 
support of the CMP. 

Act now! 

ROCK AND ROLL 
ACROSS TEXAS 

The nationally famed Hill Country 
Machine Gun Shoot is slated for Me¬ 
morial Day weekend (25-26 May) out¬ 
side San Antonio, It’s always a blast. 
Drop a line to Kay Tumlinson, Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 6511, San Antonio, TX 
78209; (512) 824-8240 for details on 
visiting or attending as a registered 
shooter. 

NEXT MONTH 

SOF’s special fold-out Middle East 
Ops map. Watch for it. Also, watch for 
an upcoming War in the Middle East 
issue. 


REGISTER YOUR ROCK 

AND ROLEX 

Los Angeles City Councilman Nate 
Holden introduced an ordinance that 
would require a five-day waiting period 
for the purchase of a used Rolex 
wristwatch. It would also require all 
Rolex owners to have their watches 
registered. What was this inanity sup¬ 
posed to stop? Why, the violent thefts 
of Rolex watches, of course. Chief of 
Security for Rolex in L.A., Philip Stone, 
termed the proposed ordinance “ludi¬ 
crous.” 

SCAM ENDS; YOU MAY 
HELP WITH JUSTICE 

One Thomas J. Appoloni (various 
aliases) is in custody of the Silver Bow 
County Sheriffs Office in Butte, Mon¬ 
tana, awaiting extradition to any num¬ 
ber of states where he obtained em¬ 
ployment as a gunsmith before clean¬ 
ing out the stores where he worked. 
His favorite targets were military-style 
semi-auto rifles and other high-ticket 
items. Subject is W-M-CAU, 6-feet-2 
inches tall, 270 pounds, thin gray hair, 
has Bugs Bunny tattoo on forearm. If 
he scammed you, contact Detective 
Tom Green at.the Silver Bow Sheriffs 
office, or your local law enforcement 
agency. 

HOHNER SENDS THE 
BLUES TO SAUDI 

Hohner, Inc. of Ashland, Virginia, is 
sending free shipments of their har¬ 
monicas to the troops in the Gulf, 
complete with instruction books. Asked 
why, Hohner rep. Jack Kavoukian said, 
“We wanted the young men and 
women over there to know we were 
thinking of them and to have a little 
reminder of something distinctly Ameri¬ 
can.” Hohner is the world’s largest 
producer of harmonicas. 

SOF thinks it’s a great idea. We’re 
sending large, free shipments of Sol¬ 
dier of Fortune Magazine to the troops 
in the Gulf and, as of this writing, have 
collected and shipped more than a 
half-ton of paperback books. We’ll 
keep on supplying the SOFs, but we 
need you to keep on supplying the 
books. Please forward them to: Books 
for the Troops, c/o SOF, 5735 Ara¬ 
pahoe, Boulder, CO 80303, and we’ll 
see that they get there. ^ 


4 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


MARCH 91 









/j 

ll 

k 


MANSTOPPERS gj= 

1 Selecting the Right Double-Action Pistol 

^ depends on the performance of your double-action automatic pistol, you had 

2 it has the capability to deliver in a life-or-death situation. This video will help you 
s misinformation and hype from salesmen, company spokesmen and self- 
ts” and select the right pistol for your personal-defense needs. Technical advisors 
Wiley Clapp, Tom Campbell and Chuck Karwan contributed to and participated in 
Discover the most effective calibers, efficient operating systems and desirable 
st autos from Colt, S&W, Ruger, Beretta, Glock, H&K, SIG-Sauer and others, 
including certain anxiously awaited pistols not yet seen by the public. Should you go with a 9mm, .40 S&W, 
10mm or .45 ACP? What are the advantages and disadvantages of the various safeties 9 What about weight, 
magazine capacity, concealability and recoil? Take advantage of the decades of practical handgun experience these 
men have acquired, spare yourself hours of research and pinpoint the exact gun for your specific needs. Color, approx. 
60 min., VHS only. $59.95 
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SYSTEMS 
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AR-7 SUPER SYSTEMS 
by Duncan Long 

The lightweight, rugged AR-7 has 
long been a favorite of hunters, ex¬ 
plorers, survivalists and U.S. Air Force 
pilots. Now Duncan Long reveals his 
secrets about this classic rifle and the 
Explorer II. Learn how to upgrade this 
weapon with custom and do-it- 
yourself modifications, how to field- 
strip and detail-strip, how to buy one 
used, and its value as a collector’s 
item. 5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, photos. 
Ulus., 144 pp. $15.00 

BLACK MEDICINE: THE VIDEO 
Vital Targets, Maximum Punishment 
A graphic demonstration of how to 
exploit the vulnerable vital points of 
the human anatomy. The instructors - 
bouncers in some of the most violent 
bars and roadhouses in the country - 
focus on strikes that they know from 
experience will put a man down 
Some of the techniques in this video 
are only appropriate for life-or-death 
situations. Therefore, this film is for 
information purposes only. Color, 
approx. 50 min., VHS only. $29.95 


MAKE MY DAY! 
Hayduke's Best Revenge 
Techniques for the Punks 
in Your Life 

Hayduke is back and meaner than 
ever with this all-new bag of bully- 1 
busting tricks. Hundreds of ideas 
from readers who rallied to 
George's stirring cry ("Do unto 
others before they do unto you") fill 
this antic anthology that will amaze 
and amuse you. Make My Day! is 
for entertainment only. 5 1/2x8 
1/2, hardcover, 224 pp. $19.95 

U.S. NAVY SEALs 
World War II • Korea . Vietnam 
Middle East * Grenada • Panama 
Elite warriors of stealth, sabotage and 
silent missions of death. SEALs have 
been the U.S. military's shock force in 
50 years of global conflict. In this new 
video release, you’ll see rare footage 
of SEALs in action from WWII to 
today’s “dirty little wars." Much of this 
material has never been available to 
the public . . , until now Color, 
approx. 35 min,, VHS only. $29.95 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 





OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


GET EVEN 
The Video 
of Dirty Tricks- 

Finally on film, George Hayduke’s 
greatest revenge kicks, showing you 
how to turn the tables on bullies, 
bureaucrats big business and other 
bad guys More than 100 uproarious, 
ingenious schemes make getting 
even easier, sater and more funl 
Rated "Ft" for revenge. Get Even is 
for entertainment purposes only. 
Color, 40 min., VHS only. $29.95 


US. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 
One of the rarest FMs in the field of 
military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equipment 
and tactics employed by this elite 
fighting force are covered, as are 
SEAL weapons, communications, 
diving, infiltration and exfittfation, 
survival and more. 8 1/2 X 11, soft 
cover, photos, illus 240 pp. $19.95 


BREAK CONTACT, 
CONTINUE MISSION 
by Raymond D. Harris 
A widely praised account of the 
shadow war fought by MACV SOG in 
Laos, Cambodia and North Vietnam 
SOG vet Ray Harris tells the story of 
Ted Gamer, a recon sergeant running 
missions out of the CCC compound, 
who discovers the truth behind the 
SOG motto: “You have never lived unto! 
you’ve almost died " 5 1/2x8 1/2, 
hardcover, fiction, 368 pp $22 95 

SEALs ~ 

UDT/SEAL Operations 
in Vietnam 
by T.L. Basiljevac 
The definitive book on U.S. Navy 
SEALs' rote in Vietnam Accounts of 
combat missions reveal incredible 
acts .of skill and valor by SEAL troops 
under fire, Sixteen pages of rare 
photos show SEALs in training, on 
patrol in VC territory and moving up 
canals in the Mekong Delta. 51/2x8 
1/2, hardcover, photos, 272 pp 

$26.95 


CREDIT 

MECHANIC 

tHi poor? 

GlfiDE 
O OlT 
REPAlfl 


Payback! 


MIL 

ENFORCER 



CREDIT MECHANIC 
The Poor Man's Guide to 
Credit Repair 
by /. Arlene White 
This step-by-step guide is organized 
in workbook fashion to help you fix 
your credit yourself, without the help 
of expensive credit repair clinics. 
Inside tips on credit repair (some 
found nowhere else) show you how 
to turn bureaucracy in your favor and 
wipe the slate clean for good. 5 1/2 x 
8 1/2, softcover, illus,, 68 pp. $10.00 

WHO'S WATCHING YOU? 

Is someone watching you? Are your 
secrets being stolen? Before answer¬ 
ing “no,” watch this video. Thousands 
of illegal microbugs are sold each 
year and most remain undetected. 
Some are no bigger Rian a dime but 
can transmit up to thirty miles. 
Countersurveillance experts show 
you how eavesdropping is done and 
how to protect yourself. See the latest 
laser-listening devices, alarms, micro 
cameras and transmitters. Color, 
approx. 30 min., VHS only. $29.95 


PAYBACK! 

Advanced Backstabbing and 
Mudslinging Techniques 
by George Hayduke 
The "Dirty Harry of Literati," a.k.a, 
George Hayduke, strikes again with 
another deadly shot of revenge. 
Get back at life's bullies, bad guys 
and bureaucracies with these tear- 
jerking tidbits of do-it-yourself ter¬ 
rorism For entertainment pur¬ 
poses only . 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, hard¬ 
cover, 196pp. $19.95 

BAIL ENFORCER 
The Advanced Bounty Hunter 
by Bob Burton 

America’s most successful bounty 
hunter reveals advanced details 
and tricks of hunting and capturing 
humans Learn how to obtain an 
arrest contract, surveillance tips, 
what to wear during a bust, how to 
work with the police, hazards of the 
use of deadly force, how to avoid 
your own arrest, legal precedents of 
the trade and more. 5 1/2x8 1/2, 
softcover, photos, 216 pp $16.95 


How to Beat the 

Credit Bureaus. $12.00 

Special Forces 

Handbook...$ 8.00 

Put 'Em Down, 

Take'Em Out.$ 8.00 

Project Delta.$ 8.00 

Kamikaze Fighting. $18.95 

Knives, Knife Fighting, and 

Related Hassles. $12.00 

Bounty Hunter... $12.00 


Into the Primitive.$15.00 

Cheap Shots, Ambushes, and 

Other Lessons. $15.00 

Be Your Own Equalizer $10.00 

Find 'Em Fast.$12.00 

Economic Guerrilia.$10.00 

Switchblade.$10.00 

AK47: The Complete 
Kalshnikov Family of 

Assault Rifles.$14.00 

SEALs in Vietnam (vhs) ..$29.95 


I *\ PALADIN PRESS CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALI TOLL FREE 

■ K* P.O. Box 1307-1CS , 1 ’ S00 i 92 ; 2 f 00 , ISS 1 

RrtiiMo, m nmnA call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 

■ Boulder, CO 80306 trom any ^ ^ A| s ' nd $1 00 for 

Please Send Me The Follow ing Titles; 50-page CATALOG oi 300 titles (free with order). 


U VISA 
CARD# 
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WE’RE SORRY, CANADA 

I am a disappointed Canadian 
reader. I bought your December '90 
issue and in the story “Desert Shield 
Showdown” you had every flag for 
countries serving over there but the 
Canadian flag. I am a proud ex- 
Canadian Forces infantryman who 
feels they should be acknowledged in 
the job they are doing over there. 
Philip Clarke 
Mississauga, Ontario 

“Desert Shield Showdown” pro¬ 
vides unsurpassed coverage of the 
events in the Middle East, but you 
failed to mention the Canadian Armed 
Forces' assistance. 

On 10 August 1990 Canada an¬ 
nounced that it was sending two de¬ 
stroyers and a supply ship to the Gulf. 
We recently sent a squadron of FI 8s. 
Also in the Gulf are members of the 
119th Air Defence battery, equipped 
with Blowpipe missile launchers. 

Canada was one of the first coun¬ 
tries to join the U.S. in contending with 
Saddam Hussein. 

P.E. James 
Halifax, Canada 

We dropped the ball, straight-up and 
simple, and send our apologies to the 
Canadian armed forces, especially 
those on-station in the Middle East. At 
the time we were putting the "Desert 
Shield Showdown” package together, 


we were focusing a lot of attention on 
the Mohawk Indian crisis in Quebec 
and let slide the fact that the first 
contingent of Canadians (navy) were 
about ready to set sail. We do value 
our allies — especially our northern 
neighbors — and regret we let their 
contribution to Desert Shield pass 
unmentioned. 

NO KUWAIT 
MERC MARKET 

Regarding your Bulletin Board item 
in the Nov. -90 issue entitled “Kuwait 
Recruits Mercs,” the article is a “com¬ 
plete fabrication” according to the Ku¬ 
wait Embassy in London. Mr. Al 
Khobaizi’s office denies the quotation 
in your article and draws attention to 
the daily London-based newspaper, 
The Evening Standard , as a possible 
source of this rumor. 

In any event, for the record, Kuwait 
is not in the mere market. 

C.J. Clark 

London 

When we went to press with that 
issue, four independent sources in the 
United Kingdom verified that the Ku¬ 
waitis were indeed in the process of 
establishing a pool of qualified military 
personnel for service in the Middle 
East A Kuwaiti source in Washington, 
D.C., to whom we read the piece, did 
not deny the veracity of what we 
printed. We believe that, in the initial 


upheaval following the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait (and before we fully committed 
U.S. forces and support), the Kuwaiti 
hierarchy grabbed at any straw — 
including the use of meres. Given that 
they had at least $10 billion in unfrozen 
assets, the idea of creating at least a 
military training cadre composed of 
qualified foreigners was certainly a 
feasible proposition. Once things set¬ 
tled down, however, and the U.S. 
government (read Central Intelligence 
Agency) became involved with the 
Kuwaiti resistance, the idea lost its 
momentum and deniability became the 
Kuwaiti byword. Reports now reaching 
us from the AO tell us that there are 
foreigners actively involved in training 
the Kuwaiti resistance and army-in- 
exile. Beyond that, we cannot com¬ 
ment. 

ATROCITY BY 

ANY OTHER NAME STILL 

AN ATROCITY 

I am concerned with the combat 
ethics your article “The Big Lie,” by 
Marty Casey (March ’90) seems to put 
forth. Regarding photos showing a 
contra execution of a prisoner you say 
that “The photos, although grisly, 
showed an incident that is not uncom¬ 
mon in guerrilla warfare where neither 
side is in a position — or has the 
inclination —to hold prisoners.” This 
sentence, and the lack of any discus¬ 
sion on this particular incident else¬ 
where, seems to imply that such ac¬ 
tions are to be expected. 

An atrocity is an atrocity no matter 
which side commits it. I don’t hold all 
the contras responsible for this one 
atrocity any more than I hold the entire 
U.S. Army responsible for My Lai, but it 
must be made perfectly clear that this 
type of action is reprehensible. 

Timothy Bendel 

Boulder, CO 

We couldn't agree more, but then, 
we in the United States operate under 
a set of values and code of ethics 
whereby "atrocities" are reprehensi¬ 
ble and repugnant to our way of 
thinking. There are others in this world, 
though, who don't see things as we do 
— and that's simply reality rather that 
posturing. We wish it could be 
otherwise. 
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HUGE DISCOUNTS ON HARDCOVER BOOKS. Save as much as 
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PRICES SHOWN ARE FOR PUBLISHERS’ HARDCOVER EDITIONS. 
CLUB HARDCOVER EDITIONS SAVE YOU UP TO 30%. 
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Your #1 Source for Military Books 
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The Military Book Club 
6550 East 30th Street 
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Indianapolis, IN 
46206-6357 


Please write book 
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If you select a book that 
counts as 2 choices, write 
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CANADA’S CIVIL WAR 

Congratulations on a great story 
covering “Canada’s Civil War” (Dec. 
’90). Finally a story comes out of the 
situation that shows the full story 
truthfully. Most people agree that we 
cannot tolerate lawlessness or anar¬ 
chy in a country. Many people aren’t 
just mad at the natives but also the 
government which is to blame for the 
crisis. I would like to say “well done” to 
the Canadian Forces soldiers who took 
a lot of crap from everyone and still 
maintained their professionalism and 
got the job done. 

Brad Blois 

New Glasgow, Canada 

I would like to comment on your 
article in December ’90 issue on the 
brothers up North on the Oka reserva¬ 
tion. I’m from the Navajo reservation 
here in New Mexico and would just like 
to thank the SOF publishers for ex¬ 
pressing their concerns for us Native 
Americans who still hold our most 
sacred lands with honor and respect. 
Thanks to Managing Editor John Cole¬ 
man 

Fritzdarrel K. King Sr. 

Shiprock, New Mexico 

Your piece on “Canada’s Civil War’L- 
was the most informed article on the 
military exigencies of the Oka/ 
Kahnawake/Chateauguay crisis yet 
written. Keep up the good work. 

P.E. James 

Halifax, Canada 

Your story on “Canada’s Civil War” 
attempts to glorify the Mohawk Warri¬ 
ors as heroes who are fighting for their 
ancestral land. This is far from the 
truth. Even some Mohawk chiefs have 
condemned the so-called Warriors as 
a gang of criminals and terrorists who 
are protecting a huge gambling and 
smuggling empire on the Mohawk In¬ 
dian Reserves. They have abused and 
intimidated many of their own people 
who are opposed to these criminal 
activities. The real heroes are the 
3,400 soldiers of the Canadian army 
who showed incredible patience and 
restraint and brought the three-month 
standoff at Oka to a peaceful end. 

Robert Denneck 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Given the extraordinary circum¬ 


stances under which they operated, i 
too was impressed with the Canadian 
military I encountered during my two 
trips up to Canada. In the main, I was 
also impressed with the Mohawk War¬ 
riors behind the barricades. There 
were ample opportunities and provo¬ 
cations for both sides to start throwing 
bullets at each other yet, as I wrote in 
the article, no one really did want to 
fire the first shots — and they didn’t. I 
hope the same level of patience carries 
over into the courtroom, where the next 
battles between government and Mo¬ 
hawk will take place. As that story 
develops, we’ll keep you posted. 

— John Coleman 

COLT BROUHAHA 

I would like to thank Paul Danish for 
his very informative article on the Colt 
AR-15 (Aug. ’90). I was not aware what 
the Colt firm was doing to this fine 
weapon. Being a fan of the AR-15,1 
was disgusted by what I read. Not only 
are they ruining a fine weapon and 
practically robbing potential buyers 
with the new price, they are also giving 
in to the anti-gunners. 

I am in the Army and use an Ml 6 
almost every day. I own an AR-15A2 
and a CAR-15. If Colt goes through 
with its plans for the AR-15 I won’t buy 
another one. For that matter I probably 
won’t buy another Colt product. 

B.R. Hicks Jr. 

Ft. Richardson, AK 

Why do you come down so hard on 
Colt for redesigning their AR-15 into 
what the bureaucrats call a “Sporter” 
so that they can still be sold to us? 

On page 24 of the same August 
issue you sing the praises of H & K for 
selling the “new HK Hunting rifle SR9” 
which is an HK 91 with a new stock, no 
bayonet lug, and solid flash sup¬ 
pressor. I also understand that Spring- 
field Armory and perhaps other import¬ 
ers are doing the same to skirt the 
inane BATF import regulations. 

Importers and other manufactures 
have no choice but to comply with 
the law. C’mon guys ... give ’em a 
break! Aren’t we better off with the 
modified guns than no guns at all? 

Let’s stop shooting ourselves in the 
foot by swinging after the bell. 

P. Benevento 
North Haven, CT 


MARINE PERSPECTIVE 

Concerning your December ’90 
issue and unit locations in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, I know all units’ exact locations 
and one inaccuracy particularly irri¬ 
tates me. The 82nd Airborne has never 
been close to where you show they 
are. They are what we call REMFs. 

We are not the ones having USO 
shows and getting publicity. We are 
here to do a job and you don’t hear us 
complain. We have too much discipline 
to. We like it the good old fashioned 
way — the Corps way — Harder the 
Better! 

A U.S. Marine 
Saudi Arabia 

Whoa! Calm down, Gyrene. First, 
we intentionally put unit locations in 
only the most general areas of opera¬ 
tion. No sense in giving Saddam and 
his minions any more intel on deploy¬ 
ments than what they already have. 
Second, it’s good to see that “friendly” 
unit rivalry between the Corps and 
Army Airborne is alive and well. If the 
balloon goes up over there, we think 
you’ll both appreciate having each 
other covering your flanks. 

SOF INTELLIGENCE 

I am an Intelligence officer in the 
Royal Australian Air Force Reserve 
and I find SOF invaluable for current 
updates of various groups and coun¬ 
tries. I give many current Intel briefings 
to various squadrons and aircrew and 
your articles often act as a starting 
point as additional interest information. 

I am at present entering all my copies 
of SOF into a computer database for 
quicker access. 

B.M. Dundas-Taylor 
Queensland, Australia 

COMBAT CRAFT FAN 

I really like the Combat Craft column 
over the Combat Weaponcraft column 
of the past. Articles like “First of Things 
is Water,” (Nov. ’90), and “POW Stay¬ 
ing Alive” (Dec. ’90) show that there’s 
more to staying alive in war than 
outflanking the enemy. 

Joe Cavanaugh 
Onamia, MN ^ 
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Black Book of Dirty Tricks Tear Gas Guns 

Improvised Munitions Handbook-the most sought Eight shot .22 caliber revolver or 6-shot 
after here-to-fore impossible to obtain Army Man- automatic fires tear gas cartridges or 

ets. Incendiary Devices, Fuses, Ignition & Delay Heavy-duty metal construction with 
Mechanisms. Tells how to make Rocket Launch- quick, easy ejection. Checkered grips, 
ers. Pistols, Shotguns and Recoilless Rifles from Comes with holster, tear gas and blanks, 
easy to obtain materials and more! #BB $10.00 #260110 Blue Revolver $29.95 

k #260510 Blue Automatic $29.95 

jh Extra Tear Gas (10) $4.00 

- Blanks (50) $4.00 


Tap Detector 

Protection for 
your phone, 
computer s 
modem, 

FAX or 

telex. S 


Pistol Crossbow * 

Compact, silent and deadly. Powerful 40 lb. 
draw. Micro-adjustable sights. Aluminum 
body, contoured pistol grips. 11-1/4" overall. 
Comes with 3 - 6" bolts. 

#214005 $49.95 


"Little Black Box" 
Amazing device automatically starts 
your recorder whenever the tele¬ 
phone is picked up and stops recorder 
when phone is hung up! Attaches 
anywhere along the line . Plugs into 
any recorder. Creates no interference 
or noise on line. r'x2"x2". Warning: 
Not to be used for surveillance! 
#310101 Alligator Clip $34.95 

#310102 Modular Plug $34.95 

New 10-Hour Recorder is the ideal 
companion for "Little Black Box". 
#310200 $159.95 


"The Big One' 

World’s Largest 
Survival Knife 
This is the knife you've been 
waiting for! Made tough, it 
features a big 10 inch 420 
stainless steel blade. Sports 
men, hunters, fishermen, 
and campers will find 
"The Big One" can take 
it no matter how tough A 
the task. It’s more than Am 
just a knife. Features: 

• 5" watertight black 
aluminum hollow 

• Liquid filled 
compass. 

• Rugged black JUKp 
leather sheath 

with sharp- 
ening stone, 


Badges & 

ID Case M 

Flaunt your I 

authority! I 

6 Styles 

Professional badges - Special Investigator, Security 
Guard, Special Officer, Deputy Sheriff, Special 
Police. Private Deteciive. 1-1/2" wide, 2-1/4" high. 
Nickel plated brass. Specify model when ordering. 
Comes complete with badge holder and ID Card. 
#B5 $9.95 


" Phaser" Super Tear Gas 
The safest personal defense product avail¬ 
able. High compression jet spray will stop 
attackers at distances up to 20 feet, Renders 
assailant instantly helpless, causing extreme 
burning to eyes, nose and throat. Works on 
dogs, drunks, psychoticsand drug users. Will 
not cause permanent injury. 4-5/8". 

#261201 $14.95 


Crosman C0 2 nj * 
Pellet Revolver 

Look-a-like, f^l-a-Iike, 
and shoot-a-like model of the 
famous .357 Python. Fires .177 
caliber pellets at velocities up to 
390 fps. 6" rifled steel barrel for 
incredible accuracy. Comes with 
6 and 10-shot cylinders. 

#464403 (Retail $85.) 

.177 Cal. Pellets, 250/pkg. 

C0 2 Cartridges, 5 to pack 


"Super Snooper" 

Extremely sensitive, pointable. electronic 
listening device amplifies and feeds a 1 i avai 1 - 
able sounds through stereo headphones (in¬ 
cluded). Automatic shut-off circuit meas¬ 
ures incoming signal and protects you from 
harmful high volume noise. You can hear a 
whisper at 100 yds.; a car door shutting at 5 
blocks; your dog hot on a trail 2 miles away. 
Uses standard 9-volt battery. Warning: Not 
to be used for eavesdropping. 

#310300 $99.95 

Bionic Booster increases the receiving sur¬ 
face area 37 times, making it more direc¬ 
tional and powerful. Snaps on and off easily. 
#310301 $39.95 


• Survival 
kit inside 
handle fea¬ 
tures wire 
saw, matches, 
needles, nylon 
line, fishhooks, 
and sinkers. 
#17718 
$29.95 


RAMBO® Knives 

Available at Last! 
Licensed reproductions 
of the actual knives A 
used by Sylvester 
Stallone in the 
movies: 

First Blood. 

Rambo II & . ^7 

Rambo Ill. a/) 


By Mail: Usecoupon orseparate sheet. Mail with check, money order orcredit card info 
to Your Supply Depot, Ltd., 1831 W. Algonquin Rd.. #215, Mt. Prospect. IL 60056 
By Phone: Call 1-708-640-7774. Have all product and credit card information ready. 
Hours 9 A.M. to 5 P.M. CST Monday-Friday. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back! 


Each Knife 
comes with a 
top quality 
leather sheath! 


Double-Lock Handcuffs 

Official Detective type carried by 
police officers. Nickel plated. 
#270200 $15.95 

New Thumbcuffs $9.95 


YOUr Supply DepOt, Ltd. Telephone: 
1831 W. Algonquin Rd. #215, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 


RAMBCH First Blood 

14" overall, 9" stainless 
steel blade.#K 100 $89.95 
RAMBO? First Blood, 
Part II: 15-3/8” overall, 10" 
stainless steel blade. 

#K 101 $89.95 

RAMBO* III: 16" overall, 
11 ” stainless steel blade. 
#K106 $99.95 


Grenades 
Look and feel like 
the real thing but 
are completely 
harmless. Full 
weight with de¬ 
tachable lever 
and pin. WW II 
Pineapple. 
#1721GO $9.95 


New 70,000 Volt Mini-Zapper 

Smallest, lightest stun gun available. Weighs only a 
few ounces but packs a 70,000 volt bite that will stop 
any attacker. One second jolt causes muscle spasms 
and dazed condition but no permanent damage. 
Under no condition can you suffer a charge-back to 
your body. 1 year warranty. Uses 9 volt battery. 
#310802 $49.95 

Ni-Cad Batter y & Charger #310801 $19.95 

New Big Daddy - 120,000 volts of stopping power. 
#310805 $89.95 
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COMBAT RIFLES OF THE 21st CENTURY 

Futuristic Firearms for Tomorrow's Battlefields 

by Duncan Long 

Today's assault rifles are soon to be made obsolete by a new breed of superlethal combat 
firearm currently being produced for the U.S. armed forces. Utilizing revolutionary components and 
firing exotic new ammo, these high-tech weapons will make tomorrow’s infantryman much more 
deadly than his contemporary comrade-in-arms. Duncan Long reveals the capabilities and 
shortcomings of the best futuristic designs from Colt, H&K, Steyr and others, including an analysis of 
internal and external features, field performance, accuracy, lethality and more. He also examines the 
astonishing gadgets and accessories being developed for tomorrow’s rifles, from superaccurate aiming systems 
to space-age helmet shields that display combat conditions. Exclusive photos and illustrations of prototypes and 
final designs highlight the text. You won’t believe how radically different these cutting-edge weapons are in 
appearance compared to today’s firearms. 8 1/2x11, softcover, photos, illus., 88 pp. $15.00 





GET EVEN 
The Complete Book 
of Dirty Tricks 
by George Hayduke 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big 
business, government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved tricks 
are included, such as ones devised by 
CIA and Mafia members and political 
dirty tricksters. These dirty tricks 
range from the simple to the ela¬ 
borate. For entertainment only. 5 1/2 x 
B 1/2, hardoover, 208 pp. $19.95 


CREDIT 

SECRETS 


Sad Crecfic 


Hammond 


CREDIT SECRETS 
How to Erase Bad Credit 
by Bob Hammond 
Solve your financial problems once 
and for all! These proven methods 
show how to eliminate debts and 
establish a perfect credit rating. 
Discover the inside tricks used by 
lawyers and professional credit 
consultants with this easy-to-follow 
program. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 
80 pp. $12.00 


EXPATRIATE'S 

EMPLOVMEXT 


EXPATRIATE'S EMPLOYMENT 
HANDBOOK 
Seeing the World... and 
Getting Paid for It! 
by Dennis Riley 

Open the door to a new life and a 
world of adventure. The author’s 
simple, infallible job-search system 
has never failed to bring him an over¬ 
seas offer. He’s made a living out of 
working (and playing) abroad tor 
years. Now you can, too. 51/2x81/2, 
softcover, photos, 144 pp. $15.00 



SCREW UNTO OTHERS 
Revenge Tactics for All 
Occasions 
by George Hayduke 
Watch out! The Master Trickster is 
back with over 140 mischievous tac¬ 
tics custom-designed for that special 
someone who has made your life 
miserable. This revenge manual 
shows how to use technology, ma¬ 
nure, newspapers and more to help 
you savor your vengeance! For 
entertainment only! 5 1/2x8 1/2, 
hardcover, 252 pp. $19.95 



STREET LETHAL 
Unarmed Urban Combat 
by Sammy Franco 
Want to survive a real streetlight? The 
fancy leaping kicks and pre-planned 
responses taught in traditional martial 
arts will not work on today's city 
streets. Discover Contemporary Fight¬ 
ing Arts, a hard-hitting combat system 
that ends streetlights quickly. 51/2x8 
1/2, softcover, photos, 192 pp. $15.95 


How To Fi nd 
An YON f: 

Anywhere 


HOW TO FIND ANYONE 
ANYWHERE 
by Ralph D. Thomas 
Here is a virtual encyclopedia on 
the topic of skip tracing. Learn how 
to quickly make national sweeps for 
data, design and execute pretexts 
that work, get the latest equipment 
and much more. This is the material 
that can make or break your investi¬ 
gations. 81/2x11, softcover, 68 pp. 

$19.95 




OUNCERS 

ARROOM 

RAWLING 


Dealing wilh the 
Sucker Puncher. 
Strcetfighter, and 
Ambushcr 


A BOUNCER'S GUIDE TO 
BARROOM BRAWLING 
Dealing with the Sucker Puncher, 
Streetfighter, and Ambusher 
hy Peyton Quinn 
As a bouncer in a biker bar and a 
participant in dozens of fights, Peyton 
Quinn knows the difference between 
fighting fact and fantasy. The result is 
a unique guide to self-defense that 
can save your ass in places where 
brawling is quick, dirty, and very 
violent. 5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, 
photos, illus., 264 pp. $17.95 


Fill Hi 
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U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 
by Glen K. Craig 
Paladin's new update of this classic 
best-seller gives you the info you 
need to stay alive and stay well in 
the field by showing how to treat all 
kinds of diseases and injuries. In a 
new compact format, this book 
gives you the knowledge that 
makes the Special Forces medic so 
valuable. 4 1/2 x 7 1/4, weather¬ 
proof softcover, illus., 608 pp. 

$19.95 


U.5. ARMY 
SPECIAL FORCES 
A-TEAM 


VIETNAM 
COMBAT MANUAL 


U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
A-TEAM VIETNAM COMBAT 
MANUAL 

This is the real thing, a reprint ot the A 
Detachment Handbook issued to all 
Special Forces A-Teams during the 
Vietnam War. Everything from camp 
construction to interrogation pro¬ 
cedures to psyops is covered. A must 
for collectors of military and Vietnam 
memorabilia. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, 
illus., 304 pp. $19.95 



MINI-14 SUPER SYSTEMS 
by Duncan Long 

If you want your Mini-14 to fit your 
body, needs and pocketbook, here’s 
the authoritative source on custom¬ 
izing this inexpensive, reliable rifle 
into an exotic super system. Find out 
how to boost your Mini-14’s firepower 
(legally) so that it will not only 
generate a lot of double takes, but 
also deliver - at the range, in the field 
or in critical moments of self-defense. 
51/2x81/2, softcover, photos, illus., 
200 pp. $1G.95 



TO RIDE, SHOOT STRAIGHT 
AND SPEAK THE TRUTH 
by feff Cooper 

Combat mind-set, proper sighting, 
tactical residential architecture, 
nuclear war - these are some of the 
many subjects explored by Jeff 
Cooper in this illustrated anthology. 
The author discusses various arms, 
fighting skills and the importance of 
knowing how to defend oneself, and 
one’s honor, in our rapidly changing 
world. 5 1/2x8 1/2, hardcover, illus., 
384 pp. $26.00 



HOW TO BUILD A BUGPROOF 
ROOM 
by Angus Glas 

This book will show you how to put 
today’s technology to work ensuring 
your privacy. It contains everything 
you need to know to take effective 
countermeasures against electronic 
eavesdropping - from simple quick 
fixes to exotic, space-age, acrylic 
bugproof rooms. Protect your 
secrets by making your office or 
home leakproof. 5 1/2x8 1/2, soft- 
cover, illus., 96 pp. $12.00 


ANYTHING 

ANYBODY 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON 
ANYBODY 
by lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced investi¬ 
gative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target! Info on lock-pick techno¬ 
logy, how polygraphs and voice lie 
detectors can be tricked and much 
more, including more than 100 
sources for spy equipment. 8 1/2 x 
11, softcover, illus., 272 pp. $30.00 



RIGHTEOUS REVENGE 
Getting Down to Getting Even 
by George Hayduke 
Have you got a score to settle with 
someone? George Hayduke and his 
merry band of pranksters are back 
with more than 100 all-new, devilishly 
delicious tricks designed to drive the 
bad guys to damnation and deliver the 
good guys from the grips of their 
tormentors. For entertainment pur¬ 
poses only! 5 1/2x8 1/2, hardcover, 
240 pp. $19.95 



MODERN WEAPONS CACHING 
A Down-to-Earth Approach 
to Beating the Government 
Gun Grab 
by Ragnar Benson 
The time to prepare is now. In the 
race against the firearm roundup in 
the U.S., gun owners who refuse to 
give up the freedoms that are their 
birthright must take their weapons 
underground—bury them —before it’s 
too late. Ragnar will show you how to 
do it right. 5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, 
photos, 104 pp. $14.00 


DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 


WANTED 

ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS ON MARTIAL ARTS, SURVIVAL, MILITARY SCIENCE, 
WEAPONRY, REVENGE AND OTHER RELATED SUBJECTS. SEND A COPY OF THE 
MANUSCRIPT TO PALADIN PRESS, P.O. BOX 1307, BOULDER, COLORADO 80306. 


MONEY*B ACK 
GUARANTEE 


10 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


MARCH 91 


















































































OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


REVENGE & HUMOR 


Make ’em Pay!.$ 19.95 

Your Revenge Is in the Mail. 9.95 

Revenge Book: The Chilling Sequel.10.00 

Forgive? Forget It!.19.95 

The Joy of Cold Revenge.10.00 

Get Even 2: More Dirty Tricks 

From the Master of Revenge.19.95 

B.S.ing: The Secrets of Success 

in the Business World.12.00 

Techniques of Harassment.19.95 

Sweet Revenge: A Serious Guide to Retribution.19.95 

Care & Feeding of Tenants. 8.95 

Up Yours! Guide to Advanced Revenge Techniques 19.95 
Revengeville: Sick Humour for the Deranged Mind.. 19.95 
Mad as Hell: A Master Tome of Revengemanship.... 19.95 

The Revenge Book. 8.00 

Tenant’s Revenge: How to Tame Your Landlord. 9.95 


Kickass! More Mayhem From the Master of Malice.. 19.95 

PERSONAL FREEDOM & MONEY 


How to Hide Anything.$ 10.00 

Credit: The Cutting Edge.25.00 

DEA Stash and Hideout Handbook.10.00 

Privacy: How to Get It. How to Enjoy It.18.95 

Sneak It Through.12.00 

Financial Investment Expertise: The Complete Guide to 

Terms, Definitions, and Winning Strategies.21.95 

Flimflam Man: How Con Games Work.17.95 

Electronic Fund Transfer Systems Fraud.15.00 

Save Your License.14.95 

The Armchair Millionaire.10.95 

Disguise Techniques: Fool All of the People 

Some of the Time. 8.00 

Computers: Crimes, Clues and Controls.10.00 


ESPIONAGE & INVESTIGATIONS 


How to Avoid Electronic Eavesdropping 

and Privacy Invasion.$ 12.95 

Find ’em Fast: A Private Investigator's Workbook.... 12.00 
Undercover Operations: A Manual for the 

Private Investigator. 10.00 

Detective's Private Investigation Training Manual. 14.95 

Obtaining Your Private Investigator’s License. 8.00 

Practical Guide for Private Investigators. 12.00 

How to Investigate by Computer: 1990. 35.00 

SpyGame.30.00 

CIA Flaps and Seals Manual.6.95 

WEAPONS 

AR-15/M16 Super Systems.. $ 19.95 

The CZ-75 Family: The Ultimate Combat Handgun.. 16.00 
The AR-15/M16: A Practical Guide.16.95 


ACTION CAREERS 


Keep ’em Alive: The Bodyguard’s Trade.$ 10.00 

Action Careers: Employment in the 

High-Risk Job Market.24.95 

Bounty Hunter.12.00 

Roadrunners: Combat Journalists in Cambodia.24.95 

Manual of the Mercenary Soldier: A Guide to 

Mercenary War, Money and Adventure.24.95 

Dead Clients Don’t Pay.12.00 

MILITARY SCIENCE 

Patrolling and Tracking.$ 8.00 

Night Fighter’s Handbook.10.00 

Long-Range Patrol Operations: Reconnaissance, 

Combat, and Special Operations.19.95 

The Partisan Fighter’s Manual. 8.00 

The German Assault Rifle: 1935-1945.49.95 

Physical Training of the Soviet Soldier. 8.00 

Ranger Handbook. 10.00 

African Merc Combat Manual.15.00 

How to Kill Tanks. 8.00 

The Soviet Airborne Forces. 8.00 

The Scout. 6.00 

Special Forces Combat Firing Techniques.19.95 

Special Forces Air Operations.15.00 

Special Forces Waterborne Operations.15.00 

De Oppresso Liber: The Illustrated History 

of the U.S. Army Special Forces.29.95 

Special Forces Operational Techniques. 17.95 


SURVIVAL 


Never Say Die: The Canadian Air Force 

Survival Manual.$ 10.00 

Survivalist’s Medicine Chest.10.00 

Aircrew Survival.14.00 

Ragnar’s Ten Best Traps.10.00 

Beat the Odds: Tips for Day-to-Day Survival .10.00 

Survival: A Manual That Could Save Your Life .16.00 

The Trapper's Bible: Traps, Snares, and Pathguards 8.00 

Live Off the Land in the City and Country.24.95 

Combat Survival.18.95 

The Good Booze Recipe and Cookbook. 7.00 

Life After Doomsday.24.95 

The Survival Retreat: A Total 

Plan for Retreat Defense. 8.00 

SNIPING 

The German Sniper: 1914-1945.$ 60.00 

Counter Sniper Guide. 6.00 

The Australian Guerrilla: Sniping. 8.00 

U.S. Army Sniper Training Manual.19.95 

U.S. Marine Corps Sniping.14.95 


KNIVES & KNIFE FIGHTING 


The Complete Bladesmith: Forging Your 

Way to Perfection.$ 25.00 

Slash and Thrust. 8.00 

Cold Steel.16.95 

Commando Dagger: The Complete Illustrated History 

of the Fairbairn-Sykes Fighting Knife. 29.95 

Blade Master: Advanced Survival Skills for the 

Knife Fighter.10.00 

Survival/Fighting Knives.14.00 

SELF-DEFENSE 

Commando Fighting Techniques.$ 12.00 

The Death Dealer’s Manual.12.00 

Principles of Personal Defense. 8.00 

Get Tough.18.95 

No Second Chance! Disarming 

the Armed Assailant.14.00 

Save Your Hide! Tools for Self-Defense.10.00 

Fight for Your Life! The Secrets of 

Street Fighting.10.00 

101 Sucker Punches.10.00 

Pool Cues, Beer Bottles, and Baseball Bats.12.00 

GUERRILLA WARFARE 

150 Questions for a Guerrilla.$ 8.00 

Ambush and Counter Ambush. 6.00 

Guerrilla Warfare. 6.00 

Total Resistance.19.95 

Handbook for Volunteers of the 

Irish Republican Army. 6.00 

POLICE SCIENCE 

SWAT Training and Employment.$ 14.00 

The Fingerprint Identification System.10.00 

D.E.A. Narcotics Investigator’s Manual.50.00 

Crime Scene Search and Physical 

Evidence Handbook.16.00 

The S.W.A.T. Team Manual.12.00 

S.W.A.T. Tactics.12.00 

Mug Shots.16.00 

Deep Cover: Police Intelligence Operations.14.00 

FBI Wound Ballistic Evaluation. 8.00 

They Write Their Own Sentences: The FBI 

Handwriting Analysis Manual. 8.00 

Kill or Get Killed.29.95 

Riot Control: Materiel and Techniques.24.95 

Hot Cars! An Inside Look at the 

Auto Theft Industry.14.00 

Get 'Em Out Alive: Hostage Negotiation Teams.10.00 

Never Say Lie: How to Beat the Machines, 

the Interviews, the Chemical Tests.19.95 


The Ruger .22 Automatic Pistol: 

Standard/Mark I/Mark II Series.12.00 

Combat Ammunition: Everything You Need to Know,24.95 
The Combat Shotgun and Submachine Gun: 

A Special Weapons Analysis.16.95 

Warsaw Pact Weapons Handbook.20.00 

Assault Pistols, Rifles and Submachine Guns.21.95 

World’s Deadliest Rimfire Battleguns.16.00 

The Shotgun in Combat.10.00 

Shooting to Live.10.00 

Home Workshop Guns for Defense and Resistance: 

Vol. II, The Handgun.14.00 

The Lewis Gun.39.95 

The Complete Book of Combat Handgunning.16.95 

Bull's-Eye: Crossbows by Ragnar Benson.10,00 

Streetsweepers: The Complete Book of 

Combat Shotguns.17.95 

Automatics: Fast Firepower, Tactical Superiority.18.00 

Sturm, Ruger 10/22 Rifle and .44 

Magnum Carbine.12.00 

The Fighting Rifle.16.95 
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COMBAT CRAFT Desert Navigation: 

by Chuck Fremont Dead Reckoning to Stay Alive 


LONG-RANGE desert operations 
challenge the most skilled land naviga¬ 
tion experts because of the repetitive 
nature of the terrain, the often feature¬ 
less topography, poorly defined bor¬ 
ders and low-visibility conditions due to 
sandstorms. Other navigation prob¬ 
lems are also compounded by the 
difficult environment. 

The same piece of desert looks 
different at different times of the day. 
Land forms that show up sharply in the 
morning sun are lost in the afternoon 
glare. Mesas and gullies suddenly 
appear with the advent of evening 
shadows and vanish again with the 
night. The moon seems to rise on an 
entirely different world. 

During the British intervention in 
Kuwait in 1961, when Iraq’s threatened 
invasion was thwarted by rapid deploy¬ 
ment of Royal Marine Commandos to 
Kuwait, three Royal Marines were cap¬ 
tured by Iraqi forces when they miscal¬ 
culated their position and crossed the 
border into hostile territory. In October 
1990, during Operation Desert Shield, 
a French team was also captured by 
Iraq due to a similar mistake. 

So far, no American troops have 
won an expense-paid trip to Baghdad 
because of a navigational error, but it 
could happen. The techniques outlined 
below, adapted from principles taught 
in NAVSPECWAR (SEAL) and Army 
Special Forces Waterborne Infiltration 
training courses, may keep you or your 
men from becoming “guests” of Sad- 
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dam Hussein. 

U.S. training doctrine for mecha¬ 
nized infantry operations emphasizes 
land navigation by terrain association. 
This is the preferred method for sev¬ 
eral reasons: the speed of mechanized 
combat, the need for rapid and accu¬ 
rate coordination with Army and Air 
Force aviators during air-land battle, 
the inability to leave a vehicle to check 
azimuth with a hand-held compass 
(most U.S. infantry vehicles lack on¬ 
board compasses), and the high prob¬ 
ability of human error with compass 
and celestial navigation. But terrain 
association in the desert isn’t the same 
as in the Fulda Gap, and other naviga¬ 
tion methods may be necessary. 

Early Answers 

The earliest type of navigation, 
known as “piloting,” relied on recogniz¬ 
able landmarks. But when early sailors 
began venturing over the horizon and 
beyond known landmarks, they devel¬ 
oped a method of navigation that 
became known as “dead reckoning.” 
Dead reckoning built on piloting, by 
advancing from a starting point or 
known position by a given course and 
distance. Course could be determined 
either by compass or celestial naviga¬ 
tion, and distance was calculated by 
keeping track of time and speed. 

Because dead reckoning involves 
speed through water, rather than 
speed over bottom, it gives the sailor 
an approximate position that needs to 
be corrected whenever possible by 
taking a “fix,” or position check, from 
landmarks as they come into view. 
Known positions, courses and fixes are 
noted in the navigator’s log or plotted 
on charts. Dead reckoning is often 
used in Special Operations waterborne 
infiltrations because it doesn’t require 
sophisticated navigation aids and in¬ 
struments and is pretty straight¬ 
forward. 

Dead reckoning on land is a little 
different than in water. First, you don’t 
have to worry about effects of current 
and wind drift. Distance can be kept 
track of by vehicle odometers, eliminat¬ 
ing the time-speed-distance calcula¬ 
tions of nautical navigation. And land¬ 
marks may be a little more available, 
allowing more frequent position 

Continued on page 79 
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Precision-engineered model of 


than actual size of9%" in length. 
Wingspan of 12%". Scale 1:96. 




T he B-17 “Flying Fortress.” It was the very 
backbone of the Allied aerial offensive 
during World War II. Now, to commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of World War II, the 
Air Force Museum Foundation authorizes 
the authentic re-creation of a rare surviving 
B-17G that actually saw combat. It’s called 
Shoo Shoo Baby , now on permanent display 
at the U.S. Air Force Museum. 

Here is a remarkable die-cast model of 
the original, precision engineered of 111 
components with a vast array of operating 
features. The propellers actually spin. The 
landing gear is retractable. The bomb bay 
doors open and close. 

Shoo Shoo Baby also has astonishing 
detail. With a removable canopy that 
reveals the interior of the plane. Even 
the nose art re-creates the original’s. 

The price, just $195. A custom- 
designed display stand is included at no 
additional charge. Available only from 
Franklin Mint Precision Models. 


On the 50th Anniversary 
of World Warn, 

the Air Force Musenm Foundation 
Presents Its First Official 
Die-Cast Re-creation of 
the B-17G “Flying Fortress.” 


Even the nose art captures the authentic look 
of the original. 


PLEASE MAIL BY MAfiCH 31,1991. 


Franklin Mint Precision Models 
Franklin Center, Pennsylvania 19091 
Yes! I want to order the authorized die-cast 
reproduction of Shoo Shoo Baby , a rare sur¬ 
viving B-17G that actually saw combat during 
WWII. My imported model will arrive with its 
own display stand at no additional cost. 

I need send no money now. I will be billed 
for a deposit of $39 * when my m odel is ready to 
be sent to me and, after shipment, for the bal¬ 
ance in four equal monthly installments of $39* 

m Phu mff state sales lax and 
a one-lime charge qftS.Jvr shipping and handling. 


Shoo Shoo Baby can 
be removed from its 
handsome display stand. 


SIGNATURE. 


ADDRESS 


This aircraft was designed and engineered from the actual B-I7G 
^Flying Fortress," nicknamed Shoo Shoo Baby . It has not been 
authorized or endorsed by any branch of the United States 
Military orits manufacturer. 


THim-DAY RETURN ASSURANCE POUCT 
ffyouwisbto return any Franklin Mint Precision Models purchase, 
you may do so within SO days of your receipt of that purchase for 
replacement, credit or refund. 


PIATE/Z1P 


'FlYlNi; FORTRESS' 


Franklin Mint Precision Models: Simply Miles Ahead. 












































IRAQ 


WORLD SITREP 


CAMBODIA 

Khmer Rouge 
netting over a 
million a month 
from Palin 
rubies 
marketed in 
Thailand; 
diplomat notes 
"for the Khmer 
Rouge the 
Palin gem 
business is like 
a license to 
print money/' 


BANGLADESH 

President Ershad 
cracking down to 
prevent further 
violence between 
V^uslims and Hindus.^/ 


CHAD 

Rebel leader Gen. 
Deby has dissolved 
Parliament; 
President Habre 
has fled to 
Cameroon. 


BELGIUM 

European 
Community (EC) 
foreign ministers 
meeting in 
Brussels heard 
proposal from Italy 
to include defense 
and security 
considerations in 
, 12 -nation 
organization's 
charter. 


AFGHANISTAN 

Pakistan officials flew mujahideen commander 
Ahmad Shah Massoud to Islamabad for courting 
and conferences - trying to put together an anti- 
Kabul coalition aside from madman Hekmatyar. 


BURMA 

Military leaders forcing few leaders of National League 
for Democracy who have not been jailed to sign away the 
party; 2,000 of 3,000 prisoners held in Rangoon jail 
spirited away before inspection by UN Human Rights 
Commission ... government troops raided monastery in 
Mandalay. 


COLOMBIA 

Leftist guerrillas launched 
biggest offensive of year, 
killing 40 in northern 
provinces before being 
driven back. 


EGYPT 

Being forgiven 
$6.7 billion in 
military aid debts 
to U.S. as thanks 
for help in Gulf 
crisis. 


CECHO-SLOVAKIA 

Armed Gypsies hijacking international trains, 
stripping tourists to last penny, hitting 
emergency brake and bailing out to waiting cars 
... Czech, Hungarian companies to bid on parts 
for European Fighter Aircraft (EFA) program. 


GERMANY 

Papers report over 700 Soviet troops have deserted 
and fled to the woods; some 800 a year have died 
stationed there, mostly suicides ... communist party 
revealed it has some DM 2 billion in assets (safely 
out of the country). 


GUINEA- 
BISSAU 

To receive $50 million in 
aid from Taiwan. 


9 

V dis< 


HAITI 


26 declared presidential candidates 
disqualified for not following filing rules. 


HUNGARY 

Officials of crumbling Warsaw Pact have 
agreed on how to divvy up tanks and heavy 
weapons ... Hungary has joined Council of 
Europe. 


<D 


INDIA 

Will not give asylum, will prosecute 
Burmese who hijacked Thai airliner 
to Calcutta ... Hindu/Moslem/caste 
riots, secessionist violence. 


multinational 
force strayed ~ 
100km across 
border; taken 
prisoner, but 
released since 
they weren't 
women or 
children ... 
claims 8 million 
new volunteers 
for Popular 
Army 

(reserves) - 
analysts think 
maybe 600,000 
total. 



















































































VIETNAM 





USSR 






Stepping up relations with outside world ... looking for somebody 
to take up slack left by waning Soviet presence; would like U.S. 
Navy back at Cam Rahn Bay ... Soviet troops have begun pull-out. 


VENEZUELA 


To get Mirage 50 fighters as part of 
$397 million air force upgrade 
program with Dassault. 


JAPAN 

Emperor Akihito 
enthroned, 158 
countries sent 


dignitaries ... Prime 
Minister Kaifu 


survived defeat of 
his plan to send 
troops to Gulf, but 
stilt has domestic 


problems. 


NEPAL 


King Birenda stepped down, 
issued royal proclamation of 
new constitution, ending 
222-year absolute 
monarchy. 


Moscow threatens total blockade if Baltic states don’t 
abandon attempts to establish own economic 
institutions ... Bolshevik revolution parade marred by 
counterparades, demonstrations, man who fired 
shotgun 150 yards from reviewing stand in Red Square 
... draftdodgers may cause restructuring of Soviet 
military ... Russian Federation began implementing its 
own radical program for market economy ... Moldavian 
nationalists attacked checkpoints along border with 
Romania. 


THAILAND 

New political party set up by former army 
commander Chaovalit Yongchalyut. 


SOUTH KOREA 

Wavering on F-18 deal... sending 
gas masks to their embassies in 


Middle East. 


SINGAPORE 

Has signed deal for U.S. access to 
naval, air bases; will take up some 
slack from waning U.S. presence in 
Philippines. 


© 


RWANDA 

Government accuses 
rebels of breaking 
cease-fire; Uganda, 
Zaire, Burundi sending 
men to join 

peacekeeping forces. 


JOHNSON ISLAND 

All not well at chemwar disposal 
works; no leaks, but only 
operating 22% of time. 


POLAND 

Polish, German 
negotiators agreed on 
present border along 
Oder and Neisse 
rivers. 


APUA NEW 
GUINEA 

Starvation, disease 
spreading on 
Bougainville Island in 
wake of government 
blockade after Joseph 
Kabui’s secessionist 
revolt... copper mine 
still closed ... rains 
washed out most local 
gardens. 


PRC 

Two planners of last year's 
democracy movement charged 
with plotting to overthrow 
government... investments by 
Taiwan based companies 
tapering off. 


PHILIPPINES 


NPA setback: intel agents 
captured Reynaldo 
Bernardo, deputy chief of 
Alex Boncayao Brigade, 
responsible for 
assassination of scores of 
police and military officers 
... troops killed 10 rebels in 
central Philippines... U.S. 
will withdraw all land-based 
planes by next year. 


KUWAIT 


Ad hoc resistance groups selling 
boobytrapped video cams to Iraqis, 
setting off car bombs. 


LEBANON 

Christian Lebanese Forces 
withdrawing from Beirut, one 
of last groups to leave under 
new peace plan. 


NICARAGUA 


Has re-established diplomatic ties with Taiwan; PRC 
quickly severed ties with Nicaragua in response ... former 
contras blocked roads in spreading protest against 
Chamorro's not giving them land as promised. 


































































































I WAS THERE - Aussie Tiger Hunt 

by John Robertson 


asked personnel who were interested 
in participating in a tiger shoot while in 
India to place their names on the list 
posted in the main passageway. To all 
of us who have ever fallen for tricks 
such as requisitioning striped paint or 
volunteering to be coxswain of the 
splash target, the concept of a tiger 
hunt was viewed with great caution 
and regarded as a definite trap for 
young players. 

By virtue of modern communica¬ 
tions our accompanying sister ship 
was brought into the scheme and was 
similarly calling for volunteers for what 
was now to be a coordinated hunt 
between the two ships. I thought the 
idea of a tiger hunt, especially in a day 
and age where conservation of the 
species is of prime importance, was a 
bit too farfetched and in some respects 
bordered on the ab¬ 
surd. However, I 
guess I underesti¬ 
mated the gullibility 
of some of the 
younger crew mem¬ 
bers because as the 
days passed the 
number of volun¬ 
teers grew. 

The enthusiasm 
of the tiger hunting 
party was fostered 
by the remainder of 
the crew — those 
who were not silly 
enough to volun¬ 
teer. Constant en¬ 
couragement and 
advice were offered 
to the prospective 
hunters. Some sen¬ 
ior sailors went to 
great lengths to 
pass on their knowledge of stalking big 
game to the volunteers, obviously 
utilizing the experiences they gained 
when as junior sailors they volunteered 
for crocodile hunting expeditions in 
Northern Australia. The visit liaison 
officer even covered different aspects 
of the hunt when he appeared on the 
ship’s internal television program to do 
a background story on the ship’s stay 
in Madras. 

Unfortunately not all the prospective 
hunters were allowed to join the party. 
One sub-lieutenant was refused per¬ 
mission by his commanding officer on 


AS part of our government’s ongoing 
defense commitments in the region, 
we found ourselves, along with an¬ 
other destroyer escort of the same 
class, deployed to show the flag to our 
Southeast Asian neighbors. Normally 
our area of operations would center 
around Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, 
Hong Kong and the Philippines. Fre¬ 
quently we found ourselves alongside 
in Singapore for periods of routine 
maintenance and general R&R. 

Several weeks after departing Aus¬ 
tralia our deployment was proving to 
be void of much excitement while at 
sea. We encountered no vessels in 
distress, nor did we come across any 
Indochinese refugees fleeing south¬ 
ward to freedom in boats of questiona¬ 
ble seaworthiness. There was no sign 
of pirates or the like, and we received 


Tiger hunting party ready for action. 

Photo: John Robertson 

no special instructions ordering us to 
alter course to monitor events in a 
particular region. So our time at sea 
was principally occupied with passage 
exercises between ourselves, our sis¬ 
ter ship and units from various Asian 
navies. Lack of activity meant that our 
time at sea was beginning to reach 
“South Sea Island Cruise” status. 

Occasionally an intermess pistol 
shoot, steel beach barbecue or sports 
day on the upper decks would be 


organized in order to alleviate the 
boredom. Luckily our periods at sea 
were well punctuated with port visits to 
places such as Bangkok, where the 
crew had no trouble finding activities to 
occupy themselves or filling their social 
calendars. 

On this particular deployment we 
would be making the journey across 
the Bay of Bengal to call at Madras, 
India. In doing so we would be the first 
Australian warship to visit the port in 
something like 10 years. The visit was 
regarded with mixed feelings by a 
greater part of the respective ships’ 
companies. The level of enthusiasm 
was not enhanced when the crew 
members who had visited Madras 10 
years earlier told stories that in order to 
have a beer ashore, it would be neces¬ 
sary to obtain a certificate stating that 


you were an alcoholic. Before you 
could purchase or consume any alco¬ 
holic beverage you would have to 
present your certificate to the local 
authorities for their scrutiny and ap¬ 
proval. 

Passage between Malaysia and 
India was particularly quiet. Something 
had to be done to break the monotony. 
I suppose the lack of activity started 
the wheels turning in the heads of 
some of the old hands on board, as 
one day daily orders carried a notice 
requesting volunteers for a tiger hunt. 
The note was quite brief and simply 
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PARANOID 

Leader of o notion. 


DRUG ADDICT 

Controller of the economy. 


[failed writer! 

MYSTIC 1 

Director of publicity. 

Head of the police. i 


TAKE A CLOSER LOOK AT THE 
DEADLIEST COMBINATION IN HISTORY 


FIFTY YEARS LATER, THESE FACES 
CONTINUE TO HAUNT US. 

How did men like Josef Goebbels, Heinrich Himmler, 
Hermann Goring and Adolf Hitler get so far? How could 
they have taken control of a political party, let alone a 
nation and a continent? 

Find out in THE THIRD REICH, the authoritative new series 


You'll witness in vivid detail the Nazi war machine in 
action, from its formation to victory to crushing defeat. 

As your introduction to this outstanding, series, you'll 
receive The SS to examine free for ten days. It tells of the 
founding of the SS, their brutal tactics and shows the 
crack \Afaffen-SS in action. This book sets the stage for 
all the drama, intrigue and horror of the Third Reich. 


about the Nazis and their impact on the world from o*wr <*» r\ 

Time-Life Books. This unflinching study will take you from SAVE $10. 

Nazi Germany's inauspicious beginnings to its final, 

blistering defeat at the hands of the Allies, It draws not Keep it and pay just $6.99, plus shipping and handling. 



a savings of $10.00. Other volumes will follow at the 
regular price of $16.99 plus shipping and handling, one 
about every other month. You can follow the whole 
extraordinary history of the Nazis in books like The Armies 
Unleashed, Center of the Web and Conquest of the 
Balkans. Each is sent on the same ten-day free-trial basis. 
Keep only those you want. You may cancel anytime. 

Mail in the attached coupon today to receive your first 
volume of THE THIRD REICH. 


only on Time-Life's photographic 
archives, but also on a wealth 
of previously untapped 
German and international 
sources. Each book features 
dozens of photographs, full- 
color illustrations, posters, 
battle maps and diagrams of 
weapons and equipment. 


If card is missing mail this coupon to Time-Life Books, Box C-32066, Richmond, VA 23261-2066. 

Mail today—send no money now. 

YES! I would like to examine The SS free for 10 days as my introduction to 
THE THIRD REICH series. If I decide to keep it, I understand other 

volumes will follow, one about every other month under 
H the terms described above. FFnRR ? 


Name_ 

Address 


All orders subject to approval. Price subject to change. 


m 


(LIF 


BOOKS 










Soldier of Fortune Magazine's 1991 Convention & EXPO 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 
Phone (303) 449-3750 FAX (303) 444-5617 


You work, hard, and you deserve to play hard, too, 
especially when having a good time also builds yourskills and 
knowledge. 

Come enjoy five action-packed days and nights at this 
year's Soldier of Fortune Convention. We promise non-stop 
activities, some good laughs, and the opportunity to enhance 
your knowledge and abilities. 

• Pugil Sticks and Other Competitive Matches - Pre¬ 
pare now to participate in these tough matches. Run, pump, 
sweat, and get into shape so you can compete for $1,800 in 
prizes. Your body will thank you — so might your wallet. 

• Seminars- Attend these comprehensive sit-reps 
on world situations, and hear the facts from men who've 
been there. Free admission only to registered conven¬ 
tioneers. 

• Friends - Renew your network of contacts, and 
make new friends. 

• EXPO - Improve your knowledge by exam¬ 
ining the latest in weaponry, ammo, and merchan¬ 
dise from nearly 200 exhibitors. Runs Friday, Satur¬ 
day and Sunday. Free admission to registered con¬ 
ventioneers. 

• Rappelling - Receive expert training in this challeng¬ 
ing, valuable technique. 

• 3-Gun Match - Prestige and cash prizes for expert 
shooters — and those who aspire to be, 

• Firepower Demo - These impressive, big guns will 
make your blood pressure rise. 

• Special Events To Be Announced 

• Banquet - Banquet ticket, T-shirt, and other gifts to 
every registrant. 


SOF CONVENTION 


SEPT. 18-22, 1991 
SAHARA HOTEL, LAS VEGAS 

Dedicated to 
the men and women of 
“Operation Desert Shield” 

Action 

with a 
Purpose 


Just 

$135. 


Pre- 


Si 5. 

and a check for 
registration is $150. 


Make your room reservations directly with the Sahara 
Hotel. Special Convention room rate is $65 single or double 

plus tax. To qualify for this special rate, you must make your YfT| I WANT AOTION? 
reservation by August 16,1991, by calling the hotel directly T VVMINI 1 1 ■ 

and identifying yourself as a Soldier of Fortune Convention- WE'VE GOT ACTION! 
eer. Call the Sahara toll free at 1-800-634-6666. -.1 
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the grounds that he was on the visit 
liaison team and consequently would 
be required for other duties while in 
Madras. Bitterly disappointed at his 
CO’s decision, the subby had no inten¬ 
tion of giving in without a fight. He 
decided his best course of action 
would be to address his dissatisfaction 
in writing to his CO. He outlined his 
case fluently and logically. His principal 
argument was that due to the infre¬ 
quency of visits to India by our navy, he 
would probably never again participate 
in the adventure of a tiger hunt. In short 
he was being denied the experience of 
a lifetime. In reply to his complaint he 
was quickly counseled by his CO, and 
as a consequence the sub-lieutenant 
withdrew his complaint and his name 
from the list of volunteers. 

Our arrival in Madras was greeted 
with great anticipation by the crews of 
both ships. Once alongside and rou¬ 
tine berthing matters were taken care 
of, a pipe was made over the main 
broadcast system: “Tiger hunting party 
to draw rifles!” 

Having drawn webbing the previous 
night, the party filed through the ar¬ 
mory to collect an SLR and then 
proceeded to the upper deck. Another 
pipe was made: 

“Tiger hunting party fall in one deck 
aft!” 

The hunters began to assemble, all 


kitted up for a day on the sub-continent 
taking pot-shots at possible man- 
eaters. It was now clear that some 
volunteers had decided to withdraw 
from the party. Perhaps they had seen 
the light when told that it was manda¬ 
tory for all members of the hunting 
party to wear steel helmets. Not to 
worry, there were still enough mem¬ 
bers of the party remaining to bag at 
least a dozen tigers. 

After a few preliminary drill orders, 
the petty officer quartermaster gunner 
stood the party at ease and com¬ 
menced to brief them on the important 
aspects of the hunt. 

"The hunt will be a coordinated 
exercise making optimum use of ele¬ 
phants as a means of transport and as 
firing platforms. Therefore, each party 
member will be required to sign for one 
elephant and one Indian bearer.” 

The hunters exchanged a few brief 
glances among themselves. One chap 
consoled the bloke next to him by 
telling him that the steel helmets would 
probably protect their skulls if they 
were unfortunate enough to fall from 
their elephants. 

By now quite a crowd had gathered 
on the upper deck to view the proceed¬ 
ings. Even the ship’s television crew 
was capturing the event on video. 
Indian sailors on adjacent ships and 
the motley collection of hawkers on the 


wharf looked on in bemusement. The 
petty officer continued: 

The head guide for the day’s 
events will be Mr. G. Din.” (As in 
Gunga Din!) 

Slowly, one by one, the hunters 
were beginning to see the joke, but the 
briefing was far from finished. 

“Under no circumstances are you to 
dismount from your elephant, unless 
instructed to do so by the head guide. 
Additionally, under no circumstances 
are you to shoot your bearer, unless of 
course instructed by the head guide!” 

More smiles appeared on the faces 
of the hunters. 

“Gentlemen, you are reminded that 
the bag limit is two tigers per man. 
Finally, if anyone here is unfamiliar 
with the characteristics, nature and 
appearance of your prey, then this is 
what you will be dealing with ...” 

With this statement the petty officer 
produced from a black plastic bag a 
small fluffy child’s toy with yellow and 
black stripes, a big pink tongue and a 
silly grin! 

At that point in time our cuddly friend 
was not the only one with a silly grin. All 
our not-so-great white hunters were 
now displaying them. The remainder of 
the crew were either falling about in 
raucous laughter or smiling smugly, 
obviously satisfied with the results of 
the great Madras Tiger Hunt. ^ 


OFFICIAL VIETNAM MEMORIAL CLOCK 

The only clock approved and licensed by the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, 

The Friends of Vietnam Veterans Memorial and Frederick Hart, sculpturer of the statue. 


Each clock is: 

• Made in the U.S. A. 

• 23x11 inches and weight is 6 lbs. 

• Quality hardwood veneers 
with crystal clear coating 

• Highest quality quartz movement 
using one AA Battery 

• Gold foil gift box 

• Unconditionally guaranteed 

RIGHT: Order #5011 

BELOW: Order #5012 


Call TOLL-FREE for 

Mastercard or VISA 
orders: 1-800-323- 
1776, Operator 131. 
For FAX orders: 
(303) 444-5617. 

Customer Service: 
(303) 449-3750. 


SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 693, Dept. 391 • Boulder, CO 80306 

PAYMENT: _ VISA _ M/C _ CHECK 

CARD# _ EXP. _ 

SIGNATURE _,_ 

Please send me_Vietnam Memorial Clock(s) @ 49.95 ea.- - 

Please send me_Marines at Iwo Jima Clock(s) @ 39.95 ea_ 

CLOCK TOTAL ____ 

P&H_— 

TOTAL_ 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY _ STATE _ ZIP _ 

Colorado residents add 3.7% sates tax. 

Add $3.00 per Item for postage and handling. Overseas orders add 40%. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 




$39.95 
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IN REVIEW 

by John Coleman 


TW 


w 


WAR is such a human condition. No 
other species consciously plans and 
executes it — or spends so much time 
writing about it. Perhaps some time, if 
we read enough about war, we’ll finally 
realize just what a pointless and waste¬ 
ful exercise it really is. Or maybe not. 
Our future, in terms of killing each 
other, seems just as bleak as it 
always has. 

Ian Slater throws . 
us a frightening vi- ' 
sion of that future in 
WWIII (Fawcett Gold 
Medal), a novel that 
may have been 
slightly overtaken by 
current events but 
which still bears the 
harsh mark of reality. 

Slater, a political science 
Ph.D. and Australian 
naval intelligence vet, sets 
up a scenario wherein 
North Korea slashes south, 
decimating ROK and U.S. 
forces. The Kremlin decides 
the time is right for the Big 
Push and sends the Warsaw 
Pact hordes streaming through 
and around the Fulda Gap, 
smashing — but not quite de¬ 
feating — the NATO line. 

Today, with the Warsaw Pact crum¬ 
bled and the two Koreas singing songs 
of reunification, the above doesn’t 
seem likely — but then, neither did 
Pearl Harbor. 

Slater makes WWIII work on a 
number of levels, from his nearly per¬ 
fect technical accuracy (it might have 
been his editor who tagged Ml 13 
armored personnel carriers with the 
Ml 14 scout vehicle nomenclature) to 
believable air-sea-Jand strategies, to 
the most important part: people. You 
can actually visualize Slater’s charac¬ 
ters and walk a bit in their shoes, 
regardless of which battlefield their 
war’s taking place on. (Certainly the 
best character in this book is General 
Freeman, a Pattonesque hero who’ll 
stick with you.) If Desert Shield isn’t 
enough to scare the hell out of you, 
then this book will. 

If the future doesn’t particularly 
bother you the past should, and Janice 
Young Brooks’ Guests of the Em¬ 
peror (Ballantine) is just the book to 
do it. 

In fiction based on fact, Brooks 


zeros in on the fall of Singapore at the 
beginning of World War II and the lives 
of women taken prisoner by the Japa¬ 
nese invaders. It’s brutal in more ways 
than one. The sudden snap from 
peacetime complacency and the good 
life as a European in Asia to prisoner 
^ status was traumatic 
enough; existing the next 3 
1/2 years in a Japanese 
prison camp under Dar¬ 
winian life-or-death con¬ 
ditions was indeed an 
exercise in adaptability 
and survival of the fit¬ 
test. Some grew up in 
the process but few 
grew old, and Janice 
Brooks does a su¬ 
perb job with 
Guests of the Em¬ 
peror of putting you 
in the role of mind¬ 
ful watcher as 
their daily fight to 
stay alive un¬ 
folds. Let’s 
hope no one 
ever has to go 
through that sort of or¬ 
deal again. 

Survival, of course, is the key to our 
existence, and there’s now a series of 
first-rate books on the subject. Bob 
Spear, who is currently deputy for the 
U.S. Army’s Deception Operations Di¬ 
vision at Ft. Leavenworth has, in a 
straightforward and easy-to-assimi- 
late fashion, shed light on what are 
inherently complicated topics in his 
Survival on the Battlefield: A 
Handbook to Military Martial 
Arts, Surviving Hostage Situa¬ 
tions (with Major D, Michael 
Moak), and Close-Quarters 
Combat for Police and Se¬ 
curity Forces. (Universal 
Force Dynamics Publishing, 

Dept. SOF, 410 Delaware, 
Leavenworth, KS 66048; 
phone (913) 682-6518). 

These are not rehashes 
of armchair-warrior theory; Spear 
has a hands-on knowledge stemming 
from years spent as a military trainer 
around the world, and the singular 
ability to express it in writing. Well 
worth a phone call or letter — it might 
just help keep you alive down the road. 

For a book of a different stripe check 
out Tiger Patterns by Richard Denis 



Johnson (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 5532, 
Titusville, FL 32783-5532; phone (407) 
269-3181), perhaps the definitive work 
on the tiger stripe-pattern camouflage 
of the Vietnam era. Did you think there 
were only one or two? Think again: 
Johnson has 150 ’Tigers” in his collec¬ 
tion, certainly ranking him as one of the 
world’s top collectors of the genre. 

'n Tiger Patterns Johnson pulls out 
the stops and gives you everything you 
want to know (or would ever need to 
know) about Tigers ranging from early 
war to late, “John Wayne” to “tadpole” 
sparse and dense patterns; fabric 
weights and garment cuts; buttons and 
zippers — and everything else you 
could possibly imagine. This is a work 
of love and a collector’s dream, and 
with your copy you can slay ’em down 
at the local VFW. 

Finally, to take a quantum leap from 
tiger stripes to southern Africa, we offer 
Beneath the Visiting Moon: Images 
of Combat in Southern Africa by Jim 
Hooper (Lexington Books), a finely 
tuned and taut frontline look at a war 
that few in the media (SOF excepted) 
ever bothered to report: South West 
Africa’s (SWA, now Namibia) and 
South Africa's fight against the Cuban- 
and Soviet-backed South West African 
People’s Organization (SWVPO). 

Hooper spent months with Koevoet 
(SWA’s counterinsurgency police unit) 
during their field ops, coming to know 
the men — both black and white 
who endlessly 
scoured southern 
Africa’s harsh 
bushveldt for 
SWAPO’s elusive 
terrorists. More 
often than not they 
‘ found them, and 

Koevoet racked up 
the highest kill ratio of 
any security force ele¬ 
ment in the AO. 

Jim Hooper is cer¬ 
tainly one of the finest 
combat correspondents to 
report from the SWA/ 
Angola theater, and Be¬ 
neath the Visiting Moon 
reflects the best of that breed of 
journalism and journalist. Namibia’s 
war may be over now, but Hooper 
never lets us forget that good men 
fought — and all too often died 
- in it. 5* 
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IMMEDIATE 

SHIPMENT 


[GENUINE Gl] 




We're America's < 
Army &. Navy Score!! 

For Over 65 Years The Kaufman Name 
Has Meant The Finest in Genuine Military 
Goods, Gear, Equipment and Insignia. 


(An award Hner. 
our catalog has | 
been acclaimed by 
presidents and 
heads of state) 
Call or write for 
your free copy. 


SHIPPING 


Sorry! No Dog Tag Printing Orders By Telephone. K\ 


WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT 319 W.42N0 ST. 
NEAR TIMES SQUARE. 

(PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE) 


ARMY&NAVYGOODS 

(SOS) 293-2300 

Dept. 4315, 1660 EilOank Nt Albu^uorquo NM 87112 

FAX: 505-275-1441 


Desert Shield Supply Depot 


IVe feature here a selection of clothing and accessories with Opera¬ 
tion Desert Shield in mind. Kaufman's always applauds the men and 
women in the armed forces who serve our country, and we give a 
special salute to the troops in the middle east during this crisis. 


■ Desert Camo Hats-esaaEiaa* 

Exactly as worn by our troops m Operation Desert Shield 
Each is made in the USA from genuine Gl Camo material 
Sizes: S (7); M (7V4); L (7 Vp); XL (7%) 

■ Desert Camo Hot Weather Sun Hat- 

Dubbed the “Boonie Hat" in Vietnam, it now features 
Desert Camo cloth, 2V<" floppy brim, chinstrap, brass 
screened eyelets. Item 441-220. . .. $12.95 


■ Desert Camo 
Battle Dress 
Uniform (BDU) 


■ Desert Camo BDU Cap- 

Two ply fabric, with a map pocket hidden in crown. No 
ear flaps, of course ftem 441-474 .. . $8.95 


SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEED 


■ USAF 

Flight Jacket 
(Type MA-1) 


■ Reversible to 

Survival Orange. Hp* 

■ 5 Large Pockets' p 
Onside, Outside, 

Sizes: S, M, L, XL fin 

Item #C-500 w 

Choose Colors: Sage Green, Black or Navy Blue 


Item # 

1. US-911 US Flag in Desert Colors with “Desert Shield" 

Letters (2V'X 3") $3.50 

2. US-912 US Rag in Desert Colors (2"X 3") . $2.95 

3. US-520 Persian Excursion Patch $5 95 

4. NA-145 Persian Guff Tab. full color $3.25 

5. NA-150 Persian Gulf Tab, subdued $3 25 

6. NA-135 Persian Gulf Yacht Club Patch S5.95 

7. US-525 Multinational Force & Observers Patch . $5.95 

8. US-526 Dove & Olive Branch from Multinational 

Peacekeeping Patch $3.95 


All insignia here are genuine and official! Our catalog 
features 25 color pages jammed with thousands more! 

1 AR-105 Paratrooper badge $3.50/ each. 

2 AR-665BM Staff Sergeant rank .$3.25/pair. 

3. MC-400 USMC Recon Wing $8.95/each. 

4. SF-105 Special Forces Crest $4.50/each. 

5. SF-275FC Special Forces Shoulder patch (full 

color .$3.00/each. 

6. US-910FC US Flag patch, 2"X 3", full color.. 

. $2.95/each. 

7. US-910SU US Flag patch. 2"X 3", subdued.. 

.$2.95/each. 

8. US-135 Ful Bird Colonel rank $5.95/pair. 

9. VN-235 POW * MIA patch $3.95/each. 

10 NA-605 Tomcat patch $5.95/each. 

[11 NA- 505 Seal Team One patch $4.95/each. 


BBnt wa Regulation Gl dog tags set 

of 2 tags and 2 chains (one 4". 
ane 24”) Choose 

^^Stsfnlow Sloe) Set... Item #X-670 $4.00. 
Black Commando Sat... Item #X-675 — $6.00. 

■ Printing for Dog Tags - well 
print anything that fits! (6 lines, 15 spaces per line). 

Item #X-685... only $1.50 per tag ($3.00/set). 


ORDER TOLL FREE 
1-800-545-0933 

MONDAY-SATURDAY 


Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart 
below with each order. Amounts shown include costs of 
postage, packaging, insurance and handling. 

Orders up to $t0.00 ,. $3 95 

Orders $10.01 to $20.00 $4 95 

Orders $20.01 to $50.00 .$5 95 

Orders$50.01 to$70.00 , ,.$6.95 

Orders $70.01 to $100.00 $7.95 

Orders $100.01 to $200.00 . $8 95 

Orders over $200.01 .. $10 95 

Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount Indicated. 


■ Dog Tag Silencers - black, non 

glare rubber bumpers for tag, 

ftem #X-650 .$1.95/pali 


Long lengths.. $69.95 


WE SHIP C.O.D.- C.O D. FEE S5.95- 


■ Kaufman’s Catalog - 
A $3.00 Value. 
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ADVENTURE QUARTERMASTER 




PACK IT UP, 
MOVE IT OUT 


Combine the vest with 
the pack and you’ll have a 
combination designed 
with stealth in mind. The 
load bearing vest USA 
(LBV-USA) is built to the 
same specs as the vest 
used by the U.S. military. 

It holds up to six .223 
magazines in the top four 
pouches, and two grenades down 
below. Upper pouch configurations for 


.308, 7.62 x 
39, 9mm 
SMG, shot¬ 
gun and oth¬ 
ers are availa¬ 
ble. Both 
sides of the 
vest, the lower 
back panel 
and the shoul¬ 
der harness 
have 2 1/4 
inch double- 

stitched webbing for attaching extra 
gear with military slide clips. The LBV- 


USA is fully adjustable and 
one size fits all. Get it in 
black, olive drab, or 
camouflage. 

Attach the compact load 
bearing pack USA (LBP- 
USA), and you’ll be ready 
for almost anything. The 
vest goes for $139.95 and 
the pack for $95. Available 
from Eagle Industries 
Unlimited, Inc., 400 Bilt- 
more Dr. Suite 530, Dept. 
SOF , Fenton, MO 63026. Telephone: 
(314) 343-7547. 


SPOOK GADGETS 
AND MORE 

If you suspect your phone is 
tapped, your office is bugged, or just 
feel the need for some personal pro¬ 
tection, consider this new Spy Tech 
Video Catalog. 

The video is loaded with little known, 
almost secret details of products used 
by professionals in the security and 
protection business, complete with de¬ 
scriptions and prices. Some of the 
dozens of products featured are room 
monitors, listening devices, detection 
devices, recorders, transmitters, bullet¬ 
proof vests, body wires, microcameras 
and more. 

The 30-minute video is available for 
just $14.95, postage paid. With your 
order you get a $20 discount coupon 
good for future purchases. Order the 
Spy Tech Video Catalog from Execu¬ 
tive Protection Products, Inc., 1325 
Imola Ave. West 
#504, Dept. 

SOF, Napa, CA 
94559. (There is 
also a printed 
catalog available 
for $3, FREE 
when you order 
the video.) 


^ i 

lUiurm r*OTK now rt«wn»ra>m 

SPYTECH 

VIDEO 

CATALOG 




SIMPLE, SLEEK 
AND STRONG 


SCOPELESS NO MORE 

Aimtech Mount Systems has been 
making handgun mounts for the past 
three years. Now they’re introducing a 
“no-gunsmith” mount for the popular 
Remington 870 and 1100 models and 
the Mossberg 500 series shotguns. 

Weighing just 4 ounces, these heat- 
treated aluminum alloy mounts may be 
just what you need for mounting a 
scope on your shotgun. Suggested 
retail price is $29.95. To order, contact 
Aimtech Mount Systems at P.O. Box 
223, Dept. SOF, Thomasville, GA 
31799, or call (912) 226-4313. 


Designed by Robert Terzuola, the 
Gryphon M30A1 utilizes ATS-34 blade 
steel, seldom used in production 
knives because of its high cost. The 
blade is then double zero-quenched to 
bring out the maximum strength and 
performance ATS-34 is capable of. 
The massive full length tang extends 
to, and becomes part of, the lanyard 
hole for maximum strength. 

The tough, glass-reinforced Zytel 
handle has been carefully designed for 
a comfortable grip in either hand, and 
is checkered to keep your grip firm. 
The M30A1 comes with a black Cor- 
dura belt sheath, also reinforced. 

The Gryphon M30A1 knife is distrib¬ 
uted exclusively by Cutlery Shoppe, 
and sells for $225, plus $5 S&H. Order 
by phone at 1-800-231-1272, or by 
mail at 5461 Kendall St., Dept. SOF, 
Boise, Idaho 83706. 



If you’ve run across a product good 
enough to share with SOF readers let 
us know. Write SOF, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO. 80306. Attn: AQM ^ 
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AS SEEN ON <9 

SAVE GAS! CUT ENGINE WEAR IN HALFI 


Slick 50, the space-age miracle engine 
treatment applauded by Consumer’s Digest 
magazine, prestigious independent 
laboratories throughout the world, and over 
15-million satisfied automobile, truck, RV, 
boat, and heavy equipment users, is now 
available to you. 

One treatment with Slick 50 can cut your 
engine wear in half and make your engine run 
smoother, quieter, faster, and cooler than ever 
before. Slick 50 makes an unmistakable 
difference you can hear and feel in both newer 
and older cars. 

_ The Secret Is PTFE _ 

PTFE is an abbreviation for polytetrafluoroethyiene. 

The Guinness Book of World Records calls PTFE the 
slipperiest solid substance known to man-the 
equivalent of wet ice on wet ice. The Space Shuttle 
Columbia uses PTFE in its gears and bearings because 
it’s the only chemical lubricant that can withstand the 
heat and corrosive elements of space. It won’t rust, is 
immune to acids and alkalines, and the more pressure 
it’s under, the more slippery it becomes. 

Slick 50’s unique actuated formulation bonds these 
powerful PTFE resins to the mechanical surfaces of all 
interna! combustion gasoline and diesel engines, 
creating a strong, protective coating that can 
dramatically reduce friction and wear. 

7 Ways Slick 50 Can Save You 
Money and Increase Reliability 



INCREASE POWER 
■ IMPROVE PERFORMANCE 

■ SAVE THOUSANDS OF $$$ ON REPAIR 
BILLS, MAINTENANCE & OVERHAULS 


r 





■ The premiere EPA-recognized engine and 
lubricant testing lab in the U.S. conducted a strictly- 
controlled experiment using industry standard ASTM 
procedures. They found that a Slick 50-treated engine 
showed 50% less engine wear than an untreated 
engine and fuel consumption was reduced. To our 
knowledge, it is the only product of its kind to pass the 
punishing wear reduction tests conducted by an EPA- 
approved lab using nationally accepted ASTM standard 
procedures. 

■ The Automotive Services Council for 
Pennsylvania torture-tested Slick 50 and televised the 
astounding results on WTVE. Three cars, with 75,000 to 
129,000 miles on their odometers, were treated with 
Slick 50. Six months later, the oil was drained from each 
vehicle, and the cars were driven, without the oil plugs, 
for about a half hour. The water temperature never rose, 
and the engines sustained no apparent damage. 

_ Testimonials _ 

■ Increased Power Wins Races 

Dirt track champion, winner of over 40 modified stock 
car feature racing events and recent winner of 11 races in 
15 starts, says : "WfeVe tested lots of products and found 
Slick 50 to be the best there is. It allows us to push the 
car to the limit and not be worried about hurting the 
motor.” 

Andy Belmont, NASCAR “Rookie of the Year" 
National Champion NASCAR 
Charlotte/Daytona Dash Series 


Although individual results may vary, tests have shown 

that Slick 50 effectively: 

1. Reduces gas consumption. 

2. Prolongs battery life by decreasing drag on starter, 
resulting in less amperage being required for start¬ 
up. (Makes cold weather starts faster and easier.) 

3 Helps extend the life of internal metal, mechanical 
engine parts. 

4. Lowerspeakengineoperatingtemperatures, helping 
to prevent overheating and oil breakdown even under 
the most demanding conditions. 

5. Increases horsepower and compression (especially 
important for small economy cars and large RVs). 

6. Lowers maintenance costs, reduces repairs, and 
minimizes or eliminates costly overhauls. 

7. Makes an automobile last longer and keeps its resale 
value high. 

How to Conquer Your 
Engine’s #1 Enemy- 
Lubrication Starvation 


Slick 50 is a metal treatment that bonds actuated PTFE 
to all mechanical moving engine parts, creating a 
strong, durable, lasting, dry-film protective coating that 
provides full-time lubrication even when there is 
insufficient oil on the parts like at start-up and when 
engine heat has broken down the oil. Instead of metal 
rubbing against metal, PTFE glides against PTFE, 
reducing friction and wear. It is this unique ability of 
Slick 50 to dramatically reduce friction that's 
responsible for its cutting engine wear by 50% or more. 

Most Often Asked 
Questions About Slick 50 


How is Slick 50 applied? 

Slick 50 is easy to use. At your next oil and filter change, 
simply substitute one quart of Slick 50 for one quart of 
new oil being added Drive the car for 30 minutes, and 
leave Slick 50 in the crankcase. As the engine operates, 
the oil will carry Slick 50 throughout the engine where it 
bonds to the porous metal surfaces. 

Does it have to be used with every oil change? 

Certainly not. One treatment with Slick 50 provides anti¬ 
wear protection for more than 50,000 miles. It remains 
bonded to the engine parts no matter how many times 
the oil is changed. 


Does Slick 50 have any affect 
on automobile warranties? 

No. The use of Slick 50 does not in any way affect a car’s 
warranty. Petrolon, the manufacturers of Slick 50, has 
letters on file from automobile and engine 
manufacturers to document that fact. Slick 50 carrier oil 
meets or exceeds alt specifications that Detroit applies 
to products added to an engine. New engines need at 
least a 3- to 4-thousand mile burnishing-in period. Slick 
50 should not be added until the first oil change. 

Internationally-Recognized 
Labs Unanimously Agree 
on Slick 50 Benefits 


■ Consumers Digest Magazine in the March/April 
1982 issue, stated: “We were somewhat skeptical at 
first, but it turns out that Slick 50 does exactly what 
Petrolon, the manufacturer, claims it does. In fact, 
the more we looked, the more facts stacked up on 
the product's side. The substance does, in fact, 
suspend the oil and will adhere to engine parts. The 
process by which this is accomplished is a closely- 
guarded secret.... Slick 50 does reduce engine heat 
and ordinary wear, and our informal tests indicate 
that it will improve gas mileage by about 2 or 3 miles 
per gallon." 

■ TUV, the West German 
equivalent of our Underwriter’s 
Laboratories and foremost 
automotive testing authority in 
Europe, found substantial 
increases In both gas mileage and 
horsepower resulting from a 
reduction in friction. 


■ Nordisk Motor Test Center, 
Sweden’s most advanced 
motor-testing facility, reported a 
10% to 17% decrease in fuel 
consumption and attributes to 
Slick 50, “better sealed engines, 
performance increases and 
cleaner exhaust.” 


■ Increased Gas Mileage by 20% 

■ Fewer Repairs & No Major Breakdowns 
in 200,000-Mile-Plus Fleet Vehicles 

“Our newspaper has a fleet of 65 vehicles that have been 
completely treated with Slick 50 products, including 
engines, automatic or manual transmissions and 
differential drive gear boxes. As a result of the treatment, 
gasoline mileage increased by 20%, and engine break¬ 
down decreased tremendously." 

■ Eliminated Repairs on Police Cars 

■ Fuel Savings 

“Thank you for the cost-effective, budget-saving benefits 
of Slick 50 engine treatment. I bought the product about 
four years ago for treating our city police cars. Since that 
time, we are happy to say, all car engines have been vir¬ 
tually trouble free. They haven’t needed any repairs at all. 
Also our fuel savings have been noticeable.” 

Money-Back Guarantee 

Now your car can run better, faster, quieter, smoother, 
and last longer than ever before. And you could easily 
save thousands of dollars In gasoline, maintenance, 
and repair bills. Find out for yourself why over 15-million 
people are excited about Slick 50. Were so sure you'll 
be excited too, that we offer a 100% money-back 
guarantee. Call or write today. 


__ _ 100% Money-Back Guarantee Order Form _ 

\/ _ I want to extend the life of my engine, Improve 
TUo, performance, and save money. Rush me risk free 

_One quart of Slick 50 at $29.95 plus $3.95 shipping & handling. 

_Two quarts of Slick 50 at $59 90. Free shipping. 

Enclosed is my: □ Check Q Money order Q Visa □ MasterCard 
Please make your check or money order payable to SLICK 50. 
California residents add $2.02 per quart sales tax. 

Card #_Expiration Date_ 

Name (please print)_ 

Address (for ups delivery)_ 

City_ 




L 


SLICK 50 - Dept. 87 
12015 Sherman Road 
North Hollywood, CA 91605 


State _ 


Zip- 


© 1990 Melvin Powers 


For Immediate Delivery 
Call 24 Hours Toll Free 
1-(800) 453-2900 
SF-391 
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Items above (Clockwise from left.) 

#2004 Black SOF Scrambled Eggs Ball Cap. Col. Brown's favorite. $10.95 

#2001 Maroon Beret. Sizes 6 1/2-7 3/4. (Badge not included.) $14.95 

#7013 SOF Black Military Buckle. $11.95 

#7012 Silver Buckle. $11.95 

#7014 Web Belt black. (No Buckle.) $3.50 

#2010 Khaki Field Cap. Lined. S,M. $22.95 

(#2011 Unlined Khaki Field Cap. Not Shown. S,L,XL. $12.00) 


Item above 

#5008 Otis Universal Gun Cleaning Kit. This is your 
gun's best friend in the field. Holds nylon-bonded steel 
'memory flex' cleaning rod, brass-slotted tips and T" 
handles, patches, solvent, instructions. All these in a 
convenient, pocket-size case with OD SOF logo. $29.95 


Items above (Clockwise from left.) 

#7033 SOF Magazine Binder. Sturdy black binder keeps 
your issues protected and handy. Holds 12 issues. $10.95 
#5007 Urban Recon 6-pack carrier, grey. This insulated 
pack keeps beverages cold. (Do not use with ice.) $10.95 
#7120 Stein. 12-oz., clear with red logo. $7.50 
#7140 SOF Money Clip. $5.95 

#7006 SOF Ranger Knife. 3.5-inch blade, 9 inches overall. 
Grooved grip. Black with brass SOF logo. An impressive 
instrument. $29.95 

#7110 SOF Ashtray, white with red logo. $4.95 
#7045 SOF Zippo lighter. For those who value never-fail 
dependability. OD. A real Classic. $16.95 
#7070 SOF Coffee Mug, white with red logo. $6.95 
#7130 SOF Leather Coasters. Set of 4, red logo. $5.95 


Badges (By vertical rows, from left) 
#7005 SOF Key Ring. $5.25 
#7024 Beret Badge, black. $8.00 
(#7025 Not shown, bronze. $8.00) 
#7023 Beret Badge, silver. $8.00 
#7021 SOF Lapel Pin, silver. $5.95 
#7043 SOF Lapel Pin, gold. $5.95 
(#7044 Not shown, black. $5.95) 
#7020 SOF Lapel Pin, red. $3.95 
#7022 Beret Badge, red. $7.00 
#7053 Death to Tyrants Badge. $5.95 


Patches (From left to right) 

#7003 Shield Patch. $4.95 
#7002 SOF Round Patch, OD. $2.95 
#7001 SOF Round Patch, red. $2.95 
#7060 SOF Patch, black. $4.95 
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SOF EXCHANGE 

P.O. Box 693 DEPT 3-91 
Boulder, CO 80306 USA 

CallToll-Free:Mastercard,VISAorCOD 
orders:1-800-323-1776, Operator 131. 
For FAX orders: (303) 444-5617. Cus¬ 
tomer Service: (303) 449-3750. 

PAYMENT: __VISA/MC_CHECK_COD 

CARD #_ 


PRICE 


SUBTOTAL _ 

P&H _ 

3.7% Sates Tax (Colo. Residents) _ 

TOTAL 

T-Shirt sizes S.M.L, XL $2.00 extra for XXL 
Add $3.00 for first item ordered plus $1.00 
per each additional item for postage and 
handling. Overseas orders add 40%. 

Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 


»hoto Gary Cook 
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CAN’T SHOOT 

Chipmunk .22 Leads Children’s Crusade Against Gun Illiteracy 

by Peter G. Kokalis 



Children represent our future. In order for 
the rights guaranteed to us under the 
Second Amendment to persevere, we must 
demonstrate to them that firearms can 
provide a lifetime of safe and enriching 
enjoyment and pleasure. The Chipmunk 
rifle serves as an excellent instrument to 
perform this all-important rite of passage. 

A T first glance, the review of a single¬ 
shot .22 caliber child’s rifle in Soldier 
of Fortune Magazine would appear to be 
incongruous — at the very least. Surely, 
amidst the glut of “wondernines,” combat 
shotguns, military-type rifles and machine 
guns, SOF, which publishes no more than 


a handful of firearms reviews per issue, 
has more significant priorities in this area 
than a miniature rifle configured and 
designed for 6- to 12-year-olds. 

No firearms topic, however, is more 
significant than the alarming erosion of 
our rights as supposedly protected by the 
Second Amendment to the Constitution. 
Make no mistake about it, at the present 
time we are losing those rights at an almost 
asymptotic rate. Never before in our 
history has the Second Amendment been 
challenged, compromised and subverted to 
the extent witnessed within the last two 
years. 

The forces assembled against U.S. gun 


owners have at their command a powerful 
group of influential politicians at all levels 
of government — municipal, state and 
federal — and the active support of the 
majority of the media in all its forms. 
Leering smugly out of the boob tube, 
Sarah Brady and her HCI cohorts exhibit 
only supreme confidence in their ultimate 
victory, as the champagne drooling down 
their chins so aptly attests. Why shouldn’t 
they? California and New Jersey have 
fallen. Serious anti-gun campaigns 
threaten at least a dozen other states. 

Virulent anti-gunners in the U.S. Senate 
and House of Representatives have and 
will continue to introduce legislation ban- 
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CHIPMUNK SPECIFICATIONS 


Caliber: ...22 Rimfire — short, long or long rifle. 

Operation: ..Single-shot turnbolt, manual cocking piece at end of 

bolt. 

Weight: . .Approximately 2 1/2 pounds. 

Length, overall: ......30 inches. 

Barrel: .Six-groove, right-hand twist with one turn in 16 

inches. J: 

Barrel length: .16 1/8 inches. 

Sights: ...Front: fixed blade on top of a serrated ramp; rear: 

peep aperture adjustable for windage and elevation 
zero. 

Finish: ....Sait blued barreled action; bolt group left “in the 

white.” 

Furniture: ..American walnut stock with black plastic buttplate; 

length of pull: 111/2 inches. 

Price: ...$149.95. 

Manufacturer: ..Oregon Arms, Inc., Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 1104, 

Medford, OR 97501-0081 — phone: 503-664-5586. 

T&E Summary:.Safe, reliable and robust Inexpensive. Acceptable 

accuracy potential. Designed as a child's rifle and 
an ideal instrument for the rite of passage required 
to preserve our heritage as a nation of free men 
armed. Deserves the widest possible distribution. 



ning and restricting firearms of every type. 
They will never stop' doing so. Senator 
Howard Metzenbaum and Congressman 
William Hughes also remain confident of 
their final victory over gun owners. And 
why shouldn’t they as well? Who can or 
will sweep them out of office? Their 
arrogance of power is a direct consequence 
of an incumbent protection plan that has 
resulted in a lower turnover rate than in the 
Soviet Politburo. 

Every time a new firearms species is 
attacked, a new and ominous-sounding 
buzzword is invented. First it was “Satur¬ 
day night specials.” More recently the 
sinister “assault guns” (a total misnomer 
for semiautomatic-only military-type ri¬ 
fles, less than one-half of one percent of 
which have ever been used in the commis¬ 
sion of a violent crime). What’s next? How 
about “sniper rifles” for starters. That 
would include any centerfire rifle to which 
a scope could be attached. 

It may sound farfetched, but how long 
will it be before Time Magazine picks up 
on that chilling category of weaponry? The 
media gleefully dances to every tune the 
gun-phobes play. NBC runs a series on 
“Guns and Drugs” during the nightly 
news that has nothing whatever to do with 
firearms. Ah, but what a catchy title. US. 
News & World Report blasts hunting 
while so-called animal-rights activists de¬ 
clare war on blood sports, disrupting 
hunters in our nation’s fields and forests 
with a shrill cacophony of air horns, 
amplified music and hysterical shouting. 
Destroy hunting and you remove another 
justification for firearms ownership. 

And so it goes. Every day in every way 
we grow a little weaker. What is the 
gunowner’s usual response to this massive 
and overwhelming attack on his constitu¬ 
tional rights and his chattel property? Most 
do absolutely nothing but commiserate 
with each other (it’s called “singing to the 
choir”). A few write letters to local 
newspapers and their congressmen. An 
even smaller number send 10 or 20 bucks 
to the NRA. Sorry, but if you’ve person¬ 
ally done little more than this, our plight 
will remain hopeless and irreversible and 
the next time you’re looking for someone 
to blame, just look in the mirror. 

As our society becomes ever more 
urbanized, ever fewer are exposed to 
firearms. The only real source of strength 
we ever had — a broad base of support 
from millions of hunters and shooters who 
were raised as small children with .22 
rimfire rifles — is dwindling. With every 
generation that passes fewer and fewer 
young people are exposed to shooting 
pastimes. Their parents know next to 
nothing about firearms and many fear 
them. As vast megapolis areas swallow up 
the countryside, it becomes more and more 
difficult to find outdoor shooting sites. If 
we — that is each and every one of us 
—don’t do something besides beating our 
gums, the ball game is all but over and 
Brady, Hughes, Metzenbaum and others of 


their ilk will walk off with all the marbles 
(your firearms). 

The children of our society represent the 
future, in each and every way, including 
the preservation and sustenance of the 
Second Amendment. We must do every¬ 
thing we possibly can to instill in them our 
belief that free men everywhere in our 
nation have the unalienable right to keep 
and bear arms, that guns are not evil and 
that firearms can provide a lifetime of safe 
and enriching enjoyment and pleasure. I 
want each and everyone reading this to 
purchase at least one Chipmunk rifle. I 
want each and every one of you to give a 
Chipmunk rifle to a child — your child, 
your brother’s or sister’s child, your 
neighbor’s child or whoever, with the clear 
proviso that they obtain certified instruc¬ 
tion in firearms safety before they use it. 

The Chipmunk rifle carries a suggested 
retail price of $149.95. If you can’t bnng 
yourself to divert that paltry sum from 
your annual expenditure on firearms and 


ammunition, you don’t deserve to retain 
the right to own those firearms — and in a 
shorter time frame than you think possible, 
you won’t. 

For only one-quarter the cost of the next 
“wondemine” on your wish list, you get a 
mighty fine little rifle in the Chipmunk. 
Barrel length is 16 1/8 inches and the 
barrel tapers from 3/4-inch in diameter at 
the chamber end to about 1/2-inch at the 
crowned muzzle. The barrel has a six- 
groove bore with a right-hand twist of one 
turn in 16 inches. Combined with an 11 
1/2-inch length of pull (the distance from 
the buttplate to the front/center of the 
trigger), the Chipmunk’s overall length is 
only 30 inches. (Length of pull on rifles 
and shotguns designed for adults varies 
from about 13 to 14 inches.) The weight is 
approximately 2 1/2 pounds. While the 
bolt assembly has been left “in the 
white,” the barrel and receiver have been 

Continued on page 76 
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BRITAIN’S 
AFRICA CORPS 

BMATT Trains Troops 
in Sub-Saharan High Veldt 

Text & Photos by Frank Noble 
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Lt. Col. Black (SOI at Nyanga) confers with 
instructor, Capt. Sawtell, during leadership 
course. 

I N December 1979, a cease-fire was 
implemented in Rhodesia’s guerrilla 
war preparatory to elections that would 
result in a new leader, Robert Mugabe, for 
a new nation — Zimbabwe. The cease-fire 
agreement called for both sides to disen¬ 
gage and be confined to separate locations: 


the Security Forces to their existing bases, 
and ZANLA (Zimbabwe African National 
Liberation Army) and ZIPRA (Zimbabwe 
Independent People’s Revolutionary 
Army) to various assembly points. Thou¬ 
sands of guerrillas became the responsibil¬ 
ity of a Commonwealth Monitoring Group 
(CMG) consisting of troops drawn from 
five countries. They faced the unenviable 
task of looking after suspicious, some¬ 
times hostile, and potentially dangerous 


groups of armed men and women who, 
after Mugabe’s election, became increas¬ 
ingly restless as they considered their role 
now that the war was over. 

To combat the boredom that might 
easily have led to dissension, British 
troops of the CMG took it on themselves to 
conduct a training program for guerrillas 
in their care. It worked, as Mugabe was 
quick to notice. He appreciated too well 
the difficulties that could arise when 
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merging forces. Because of the tribal 
differences of ZANLA (who were Shona) 
and ZIPRA (NdebeleX nobody could real¬ 
istically expect one to accept terms im¬ 
posed by the other. Neither could the 
Patriotic Front be expected to take orders 
from ex-members of the Security Forces 
— and vice versa. An integrated army 
could be achieved only if orchestrated by a 
neutral force. Britain’s Margaret Thatcher 
agreed to provide such a training team. 

Those in the CMG had had ample time 
to assess the situation, but also to favor one 
side over the other. Consequently, they 
were replaced by a batch fresh from the 
UK who arrived in April 1980, just before 
independence. 

It can be argued that British Military 
Advisory Training Team (BMATT) Zim¬ 
babwe owes its origins to the 1977 
Anglo-American proposal which called 
for the formation of a Zimbabwe National 
Army (ZNA) “based on the Liberation 
Forces” but including “acceptable ele¬ 
ments of the Rhodesian Defence Forces.” 
Although at this time the war still had two 
years to go, it’s interesting to note that the 
West had already formulated plans that 
excluded those who supported the existing 
government. 

The team began by creating a command 
structure by the unusual expedient of 
bestowing instant promotions on those 
who showed potential. Former guerrillas 
were now informed that they were to be 
assigned a rank, depending on experience 
and ability, from lieutenant colonel to 
corporal. The cadre was then entrusted 
with the training of some 350 ZEPRA and 
ZANLA who were to be the nucleus of the 
new Zimbabwe National Army. It was a 
crazy system but this was Africa. 

According to the commander of 
BMATT Zimbabwe, Brigadier Tim 
Toyne-Sewell, “It seems to have worked. 
There were problems, such as the trouble 
in Matabeleland [between rival black 
groups], and there was one pretty hefty 
mutiny in ’82 which was put down pretty 
rigorously by the joint command consist¬ 
ing of the commanders of the various 
factions — Rhodesian, ZIPRA, ZANLA 
and BMATT.... Basically, the integration 
of the army went ahead successfully from 
then on.” 

Explaining the philosophy behind 
BMATT, the Brigadier continued, “So 
many countries, unlike ours, impose their 
systems on those they are training. They 
don’t adapt to the needs of that particular 
country, and I think that is where we are 
good.... We’ve always been able to adapt 
and also to get on well with the people we 
are training,” 

In the early days, BMATT concentrated 
on producing fighting formations — bat¬ 
talions and brigades — that would be 
capable of defending Zimbabwe, if re¬ 
quired. A decade later, the Zimbabwe 
National Army comprises six conventional 
infantry brigades, an airborne-commando 
brigade and a presidential guard. Although 


BMATT adviser at Border Camp where organization recruits are trained. 


it has come a long way since 1980, the 
army still has some growing pains. For 
instance, the army inherited from the 
former Security Forces a logistics system 
for which they were never instructed and 
therefore never able to understand. To 
rectify the situation, BMATT has set up a 
logistics school. 

“It is a huge success,” maintains Brig. 
Toyne-Sewell. “We’ve now trained pretty 
well every quartermaster in the army and 
pretty well every motor transport officer, 
so they understand the systems that they 
should be implementing.” 

Another hiccup resulted because of the 
“instant ranks” structure incorporated 10 
years previously. There is now a blockage 
in the higher echelons, where staff officers 
have held the same rank since they were 
first “promoted” in 1980! Due to the 
oversight, BMATT has established a staff 
college to cater for up to 50 officers a year. 

Today, BMATT Zimbabwe is split into 
two main groups. Headquarters, a fenced 
enclosure at KGVI Barracks, near Harare, 
is home for 31 personnel. A similar 
number are based in the northeast, at 


Nyanga. The Nyanga detachment is di¬ 
vided between the Mozambique Training 
Team (MTT), a joint British/Zimbabwean/ 
Mozambican effort, and the Zimbabwean 
Battalion Battle School (BBS). 

When the BBS was established, British 
advisers retained control until the ZNA 
was capable of taking over. Now, only 
three British officers are directly involved 
with the day-to-day running of the school. 
SOI at Nyanga, Lt. Col. David Black, 
explained, “We’re not here to tell (the 
ZNA) what to do ... They tell us what they 
want, and we advise them how to do it... In 
’86-’87 we started to back off and act 
purely as advisers while they took on the 
training side. 

“That’s exactly how BMATT should 
operate: Go in. Set it up. Show them how 
it works and then withdraw and let them 
get on with it.” 

Although BMATT has scaled down 
field training where the ZNA is concerned, 
it has increased its commitment to neigh¬ 
boring Mozambique. 

In 1983, Mozambique’s President Sam- 
ora Machel was so impressed by 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


Mozambique is a land torn apart by 
war. The anti-Marxist National Resis¬ 
tance Movement (MNR), popularly 
known as Rename, is fighting to create a 
democratic multi-party state and has 
virtual control of 80% of the country. The 
Armed Forces of Mozambique (FAM) 
occupy the main cities which, for some 
reason, seem to hold little interest for the 
guerrillas. Instead, Renamo tends to 
concentrate its efforts against the routes 
running east-west across Mozambique. 
There are four such routes, or corridors. 

The Nacala Corridor is served by a 
railway that stretches from Entre Lagos, 
615 kilometers across Mozambique, to 
the coastal town of Nacala. 

The Tete Corridor is a tarred 262- 
kilometer road that runs from 
Nyamapanda, on the Zimbabwe border, 
through Tete to the Malawi border at 
Zobue. 

The road, rail and pipeline systems 
which constitute the Beira Corridor run 
more or less parallel for some 300 
kilometers, from Manica Province to the 
city and port of Beira. Power lines, 
stretching from Chicamba Real Dam, 
south-east, to Beira are an equally es¬ 
sential part of the system. 

Maputo is served by the Limpopo 
Corridor, a 534-kilometer rail link, be¬ 
ginning at Chicualacuala on the border 
with Zimbabwe. A surfaced road runs 
from Maputo as far as Barragem on the 
Limpopo. From there on, a dirt road 
continues to Zimbabwe. 


The southern end of the Limpopo line, 
from Chokwe to Maputo, is protected by 
a Mozambican brigade trained and 
equipped by BMATT. Its presence 
serves as a deterrent against Renamo 
attacks aimed at disrupting a British- 
funded railway refurbishment program. 
The remainder of the line north of 
Chokwe, and the three other corridors, 
are defended by the FAM, which is 
supported by the Zimbabwe National 
Army (ZNA) — two thirds of which is 
deployed in Mozambique or on border 
patrols. 

Why are the corridors considered so 
important? Simply put, they provide 
Mozambique and its landlocked neigh¬ 
bors with alternatives to South African 
transport routes. Faced with the choice 
between relying on the port facilities at 
Durban or Beira, it makes economic 
sense for a country like Zimbabwe to opt 
for the shorter routes through Mozam¬ 
bique. 

Realizing the potential of such a sys¬ 
tem, foreign governments and investors 
are pumping hundreds of millions of 
dollars into Mozambique. British involve¬ 
ment includes keeping the corridors open 
— by providing military assistance and 
training for the ZNA and the Mozambican 
army — short term strategy which, no 
doubt, will reap dividends for the future. 

And, after all, isn’t that what Western 
aid to Africa is really all about? 

— F.N. 


bican army. This was not an entirely 
satisfactory arrangement, however. So, 
BMATT began to train rifle companies 
that would remain together after being 
deployed across the border. 

In March 1989, Prime Minister Marga¬ 
ret Thatcher arrived in Zimbabwe and met 
with President Robert Mugabe and the late 
Saraora Machel’s successor, Joachim 
Chissano. The Mozambican leader won a 
great deal of support from Mrs. Thatcher, 
who agreed not only to double company 
training, but also to fund the building of a 
training center specifically for the Mozam¬ 
bique training program. 

The new Border Camp was officially 
opened just over a year later, in June 1990. 
At peak periods, the place bristles with 
activity as Mozambican recruits are put 
through their paces. The MTT itself is still 
a relatively small affair, with the British 
contributing 10 officers and 10 senior 



Tests being conducted in early phases of 
leadership training. 



Map shows locations of Border Camp near Nyanga in Zimbabwe and four disputed corridors 
through Mozambique. 


BMATT’s efforts in Zimbabwe that he 
requested similar assistance for his own 
forces. Initially, FAM (Armed Forces of 
Mozambique) was allocated places at 
British military institutions, including 
Sandhurst. Within three years, though, a 
decision was reached to set up training 
facilities in Africa. But starting such a 


project in war-tom Mozambique would 
have been extremely difficult, if not 
impossible. Robert Mugabe therefore 
agreed to let his old ally use Zimbabwe as 

a base. 

To begin with, the British at Nyanga 
trained some 300 officers who were subse¬ 
quently dispersed throughout the Mozam- 


NCOs organized into two teams, and eight 
personnel for a support group and an HQ. 
The Mozambican army provides interpret¬ 
ers both for the British and the Zimbab¬ 
wean instructors, for all lessons have to be 
translated into Portuguese, the language of 
Mozambique. The 14 ZNA instructors are 
drawn from the nearby Battalion Battle 
School. Most are former guerrillas or 
ex-members of the Rhodesian Security 
Forces whose trade was learned the 
hard way. 

1 ‘They’ve all been operating down in 
Mozambique. They know the country. 
They know the bush,” Lt. Col. Black said. 

Such experience, combined with British 
training expertise, has developed into a 
unique partnership tailored to the require¬ 
ments of Mozambique’s military. 

Those selected for training are recruited 
from all 10 provinces of Mozambique. 
After being gathered at Chimoio, the 
nervous youngsters are issued with uni¬ 
forms and given a week’s basic drill before 
being transported to the border, where they 
are handed over to the MTT. The 60 or so 
Mozambicans are accompanied by their 
future company officers, all graduates of 
the BMATT officer course. Upon arrival, 
the five officers are taken aside for 
refresher training. The recruits are sub¬ 
jected to a medical examination and the 
very young — some may be only 14 or 15 
years of age — weeded out. The remainder 
go straight into four weeks of basic recruit 
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training, similar to that conducted by any 
Western army. At the end of the first 
month, the training team selects the com¬ 
pany NCOs according to individual merit. 
For example, the man who proves himself 
a natural scrounger and who always man¬ 
ages to keep his kit in order will probably 
end up as company quartermaster. The 
biggest, most rambunctious, is a natural 
candidate for sergeant major. These people 
are put through an NCO’s course. At the 
same time, potential signallers, medics and 
cooks are given a crash course according 
to their respective skills. 

The start of week seven finds everybody 
together as a company for the first time. 
Now, the men are trained, first at section 
(squad), then platoon and, finally, at 
company level. The final weeks are spent 
in the bush, where the staff draw back in 
order to give the recruits the confidence to 
operate as a company. During this period, 
the emphasis is on physical conditioning 
and battle simulation — the latter con¬ 
ducted using live overhead fire. 

At the end of 16 weeks, the company 
passes out and is deployed across the 
border. As a parting gift, the troops are 
fully kitted out with British equipment. 
Apart from weapons and ammunition, 
everything else, from DPM (camouflage) 
uniforms, to items such as binoculars, 
compasses and wristwatches, and even 
radio sets, is paid for by the good old 
— and largely unsuspecting — British 
taxpayer. 

By September 1990, BMATT had sup¬ 
plied Mozambique with three trained bat¬ 
talions, a brigade headquarters and logisti¬ 
cians — in effect, a brigade. 

Lieutenant Colonel Black told me that a 
recent decision has been made to expand 
the brigade by a fourth, specialist, com¬ 
pany. It is to include a reconnaissance 
element for long range patrolling outward 
from the Chokwe-Maputo railway line 
which the brigade defends against Renamo 
attack. 

The first recce course commenced in 
August 1990. The 16-week program re¬ 
vises basic infantry skills, particularly 
patrolling, and includes instruction in 
medical procedures, signals and tracking. 
It also teaches survival, which was the 
stage reached during the period of 
my visit. 

The survival phase takes place on the 
450 square kilometer training area near 
Border Camp. To get there, we took Lt. 
Col. Black’s Land-Rover as far as we 
could before continuing on foot. Another 
officer, Captain Sawtell, led the way 
across terrain that was fairly typical of 
northeast Zimbabwe, where the relatively 
flat ground is dotted with the ubiquitous 
msasa tree and an occasional thorny 
acacia. The usually lush undergrowth was 
much depleted, having been burned off by 
bush fires, and the scent of wood smoke 
hung heavily in the air. It was a distinctive, 
not unpleasant aroma, peculiar to Africa. 

Following a long walk, we reached a 


Capt. Hunati of the ZNA Intelligence Corps. 

clearing where a group of Africans, incon¬ 
gruous in British DPMs, were being 
addressed by a British army sergeant. A 
black officer translated his words for the 
benefit of the recruits, who listened as it 
was explained how to catch small game 
with traps and snares. Afterwards, the 
troops demonstrated their proficiency by 
putting together several examples from 
twigs and bits of wire. Captain Sawtell 
pointed out that many of those on the 
course came from an agricultural back¬ 
ground and had a natural flare for the 
outdoor life. A few, though, had lived in 
Maputo and Beira and therefore lacked 
such bush skills. The lesson was largely 
for their benefit. 

Captain Sawtell then led us toward 
another group busily applying the finish¬ 
ing touches to shelters, sturdily con¬ 
structed from twigs and other natural 
materials. Nearby, a third group paid close 


attention as a ZNA instructor delivered a 
lecture on edible roots and fruits. 

All good stuff, but what was learned at 
Nyanga had to be applied under active 
service conditions. Did such training count 
for much in Mozambique? Those on the 
recce course were graduates of company 
training at Nyanga, seasoned troops who 
had already faced Renamo in combat. 
What did they think? 

“Does everybody feel that their training 
here is useful for conditions across the 
border?” I asked. 

An interpreter put the question to the 
men. Their reply, which needs no transla¬ 
tion, was a unanimous and resounding 
“Si!” 

Frank Noble , a former British Royal 
Marine , is an Australia-based pbotojour- 
nalist and a frequent contributor to SOF 
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RAP REVOLUTION 

AND THE PR 
OF DARKNE 


Year Zero Descends on Bloody 

Text & Photos by John Jameson 




In Liberia, only the bizarre can be 
considered normal. A day in the life of the 
country includes everything from UZLtoting 
ex-prostitute bodyguards to kids selling 
skulls to buy food. Photos here are mostly of 
Prince’s men, who commonly wear 
women’s dresses and wigs as they go 
about their business of dragging Liberia into 
the dark ages. 
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SS 

Liberia 


The latest struggle for power in Liberia 
has turned what was already a violent 
country into one where atrocities are as 
common as flies feeding on murdered 
Monrovian civilians . For more on the 
tribes involved , their principal players and 
everyday life in the country, see “Flash¬ 
point Liberia” in SOF’s October 1990 
issue. 

i 6 /^OMMANDO!” the half-crazed 
adolescent guard shrieked in my 
face. I had been primed, but hardly 
expected to be shouting back, trying to 
keep a straight face, “Brave ... Strong ... 
Intelligent.” This was the formula for 
getting into Prince Johnson’s “executive 
mansion” on the outskirts of the Liberian 
capital, Monrovia. But it got me in. 

“Welcome to Liberia,” Prince Johnson, 
field marshal and acting president of 
war-tom Liberia, said. Taking a cold can 
of Budweiser from his desktop fridge, he 
stretched out a golden knuckled hand and 
with a wide, toothy grin said, “Here, come 



and have a beer.” 

This was my bizarre introduction to one 
of the latest of Africa’s bloody civil wars. 
Prince Johnson was the leader of the 
INPFL (Independent National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia), or, as he jokingly put it, 
“I Need Prince For Liberia.” At his elbow 
played a video of him crooning out the 
tune, “By the Rivers of Babylon,” his 
features beaming. The mansion seemed 
like a mad combination of a Mercedes 
dealership (vehicles “acquired” from the 
late president) and a freak show, with 
guerrilla fighters in wigs, bouncing-bimbo 
presidential bodyguards, UZI-toting 10- 
year-olds and chained baboons about. 

Prince Johnson’s “rap” revolution re¬ 
sembled a Hollywood B-type horror film 
written by a scriptwriter on acid. Only this 
movie was too frighteningly real. 

Liberia was established by American 
philanthropists in the last century as a 
black republic for freed slaves, pledged to 
liberty and progress. Instead, it quickly 
degenerated into a nationwide plantation, 
ruled over by the former slaves who 
became Americo-Liberian landowners. It 
was not until Master Sergeant Samuel Doe 
overthrew the Americo-Liberian ruling 
families in 1980, resulting in their beach- 
side executions, that indigenous Liberians 
ruled for the first time. But Doe’s rule was 
even worse, dragging Liberia back to the 
heart of Africa’s darkness. Tribal killings 
became commonplace. 

Having rid the country of the former 
president and part-time cannibal, Samuel 
Doe, Prince became the ruler of Monrovia 
by grace of the West African peace 
keeping force, ECOMOG. Already, how¬ 
ever, he has found himself fighting against 
his erstwhile comrade Charles Taylor in a 
bitter struggle for power. 

Prince Paints the Town Red 

Prince’s patrol of the Monrovian sub¬ 
urbs is now a nightly ritual, regularly 
ending in death. It is a chance for him to 
get away from his mansion and the war by 
seeking adulation from the masses — 
along with the satisfying possibility of 
blowing someone away. 

I was invited to accompany the presi¬ 
dential entourage as it set out in a 
cavalcade of jeeps and pick-ups, bristling 
with machine guns and automatic rifles. A 
case of Bud was loaded onto Prince’s 
wagon. We barely got beyond the gates, 
when he jumped out and swapped vehicles 
with his heavy bevy of Liberian beauties 
— his personal bodyguards, who travel in 
the jeep behind. Why? His tape deck had 
jammed. 

Another stop, and the field marshal 
relieved himself before inspecting men at 
one of his checkpoints. A car decked in the 
camouflage used by Charles Taylor — his 
rival — was there with the driver’s door 
open, engine running. “Where de driver?” 
he asked ... (Silence) ... “Who let 
him go?” 

Tension was in the air, and we all felt 
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ABOVE: Prince poses with Palestinian 
sidekick and Amal militia bodyguard from 
Beirut. Despite having attended college in 
Libya in 1967, Prince claims he has no 
connection with Khadaffi. 

LEFT: The Prince of Darkness sits in the 
“executive mansion,” headquarters of his 
rap revolution, on the outskirts of Monrovia. 
The caption under the picture of Christ 
reads, “Look Unto Me and Ye Will Be 
Saved.” 

the field marshal’s anger. His harridans 
titter with anticipation, chanting, “He’s 
going to kill someone tonight.” I felt as if 
I were accompanying a one-man death 
squad. 

We headed down the main drag into 
town, passing crowds desperately 
searching for food. More than 200,000 
starving refugees have joined the already 
famished population of Monrovia. With 
the fear of an imminent outbreak of 
cholera and scores dying each day from 
malnutrition, only carrion-eating birds 
prosper. “Even mosquitoes starve here,” a 
doctor said, bitter at the lack of aid. 

An apathetic cheer greeted Prince’s road 
show. Another empty Bud flew out the 
window, followed by an astute observation 
from a femme fatale, “Man, they’re gonna 
think we’re just a load of boozers.” 

At a school, hungry people surged 
forward to listen to Prince as he explained 
that the shortage of food was the fault of 
the international community for allowing 
Liberia to suffer. A spindly youth 
approached. “Please sir, can you give us 
some spaghetti?” Prince had done his PR 
for the evening, and was tired of their 
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plight. “Watch it, or I’ll spaghetti you,” 
he brutally replied. 

We had moved only a few yards when a 
curvaceous, big-bottomed girl caught his 
eye. Prince took another step, eyeing the 
local talent, though this time he refused on 
second inspection. The girl was lucky, 
unaware that she had nearly “volun¬ 
teered” to join the ranks of his presidential 
bodyguards. 

Further on, he saw one of his undercover 
boys driving a new car. Again the 
entourage was brought to an abrupt halt. 
Prince got out, having already decided that 
the man was guilty of looting. The driver 
tried desperately to explain, imploring 
him, “Please sir. Pleeease.” Prince wasn’t 
interested, ordering his men to seize the 
cowering man, who was dragged before 
the headlights of his car. Prince picked up 
a nickel-plated magnum revolver. With a 
bright flash and a mighty roar, the gun 
fired. But Prince missed his target, and the 
driver bolted for the darkness — a totally 
natural reaction if you ask me —. but to 
everyone else it confirmed his guilt. 

What followed was like some primal 
drag hunt, with jeeps wheeled off the road 
and into the bush to hunt the guy down. 
But the African bush was not big enough 
to hide him from Prince’s baying 
bloodhounds. In a short time, he was 
brought back struggling and whimpering, 
a livid red gash on his head. 

“I can’t buy a life,” Prince shouts, “but 
I sure can take a life.” His men threw the 
driver, now as good as dead, into the back 
of a jeep to be dealt with later. As we drove 
back to the base camp, his witches were 
cackling with sickening, ghoulish delight. 

“It really pisses him off when our boys 
try and loot. You know, Samuel Doe died 
in our bathroom,” one of them said. 

“And it only takes one bullet for one 
man,” a commando said, referring to 
Prince’s Machiavellian form of discipline. 
As the field marshal went by, the 
commando quickly hid a can of Bud 
pilfered from the Prince’s stock. “Oh, 
we’re not afraid of him,” he continued, 
“but you’ve gotta accord him the respect, 
as he is a field marshal.” 

Prince was often on the rampage, 
dealing out his singularly rough “justice” 
to those unlucky enough to cross his path 
— a horrifying spectacle of man’s inner 
cruelty, bent on blood. I had no illusions 
when a former nurse, recently dragooned 
into Prince’s team of bodyguards said, 
“Everyone is afraid of him. You can never 
tell what mood he’s in.” For her, survival 
meant pleasing Prince. “I tell you, my 
friend, he’ll kill you if he wants to.” I 
believed her. 

It was evident that all of Prince’s men 
were afraid of his mercurial moods. I 
certainly was — he had killed one 
foreigner just for giving one of his 
“wives” a lift. His senior officers and 
even his deputy knew that his justice was 
summary and capricious, always final, and 
very much dependent on how many Buds 


he has popped. 

A Parade Fit for a Prince 

Back at base, Prince’s anger was 
assuaged with a soothing, cold can of beer. 
“Tomorrow, my men want to make me a 
three-star general,” he said, beaming with 
drunken delight at the thought of further 
aggrandizement. This would be just 
another addition to his legion of 
meaningless titles. He lit a fat cigar, 
having enjoyed the evening so far. Prince 
likes killing and blood cools his temper. 

He looked across at his chief of staff, 
known colloquially as “Mr. Hard Ass,” 
and noticed he was wearing a cap with four 
stars. His jaw dropped. This will not do. 
No one upstages Prince; people “must 
accord him the respect.” “In fact,” he 
stammered, “they are going to make me a 
five-star general.” 

But he wanted the evening to end on an 
historic note, as his now-usurped and 
out-starred chief of staff barely bothered to 
stifle a bored yawn. “Mr. Hard Ass” has 
heard it all before. “Come here 
tomorrow” said Prince, unaware that as a 
field marshal, he was already a five-star 
general. “As tomorrow I suspend the 
constitution and declare my military 
government.” 

The next morning, a sultry hungover air 
permeated the camp. It did not auger well 
for Prince’s parade, as the ground was 
awash from rain and was a muddy 
quagmire. A report came in of an ambush 
along a road that was supposedly under 
Prince’s control. He emerged, looking 
decidedly jaded, wearing ammunition 
pouches with sartorially matching, 
dangling grenades. He started yelling into 
his walkie-talkie, demanding reports from 
equally confused commanders: “Hullo 
Tango. Hullo Tango. This is Sunshine. 
This is Sunshine! ... Emergency over ... 
What the hell’s happenin’ over dere?” 

A voice replied over the mushy static, 
calling for reinforcements. Espying three 
would-be shirkers slinking off into the 
woods. Prince raised his Kalashnikov in 
their direction. “They’re gonna die,” one 
of his Beirut bodyguards wryly 
commented. But they were spared, only to 
be sent to the front singing out Prince’s 
war chant: 

“Sounds of music, 
sounds of guns. 

Sounds of bazookas, 
sounds of reggae.” 

“Here, you can go with them,” Prince 
said, handing me a Kalashnikov with three 
unwieldy magazines taped together. He 
promised he would join me at the front in 
a while. Having dispatched me and his 
men to the front, the field marshal retired 
to his office for some hair of the dog, his 
mouth parched and promotion forgotten. 

Karim, my Amal driver, was not 
impressed. “He won’t come,” he snorted, 
as five youths in wigs clambered into the 
back of a Chevy pickup. Their pop-gun 
Beretta SMGs were hardly reassuring as 


we careened down the muddy track. It was 
along this road that Charles Taylor’s boys 
had “revved up” Prince Johnson’s boys. 

“Be ready now,” Karim warned, as we 
bounced by two shot-up jeeps. Karim had 
barely finished speaking when a burst of 
automatic weapons fire came from the 
undergrowth, 100 meters from the road. 
Karim shifted down and accelerated out of 
the comer. With hardly a chance to return 
fire, we were soon gone. Karim was a 
veteran of many battles and was scornful 
of the Liberian rebels. “They’re no good,” 
he said. 

“Mr. Hard Ass” had reached Mount 
Barclay with his “spearhead platoon,” 
overcoming only minor resistance. Tay¬ 
lor’s men had melted back into the bush, 
leaving the INPFL strung out along the 
road with tenuous control at best. The 
fighting between the two groups has 
resulted in few casualties on either side. 
With battle lines changing daily, it is the 
civilians who are taking the brunt, and 
both sides are suspicious of fifth 
columnists. 

Karim laughed when I asked when 
Prince was going to join us. The fighting 
had not been tough, the only casualties 
being civilians killed by Taylor’s men 
some weeks before. The plan was to wait 
for the 1st Battalion Nigerian Airborne to 
link up with them. 

Back at base, Prince was going over 
finances with his Lebanese “tax collec¬ 
tor,” Mustaffa, and his shrew of a German 
wife. They had convinced Prince that as he 
was now Monrovia’s ruler, he could tax 
the profiting Lebanese merchants to fi¬ 
nance his revolution. Mustaffa would turn 
up regularly with suitcases full of worth¬ 
less Liberian dollars. What Prince didn’t 
seem to realize was that all transactions 
were being made in Uncle Sam’s bucks, 
not Liberian. 

I Stand for Democracy 

Hearing that we had run into a spot of 
bother in the Chevy, Prince launched into 
a personal dissertation on his quarrel with 
Taylor. “I went to Libya in 1987 with 
Charles Taylor and 167 men, all Gio and 
Mano tribesmen. I was studying 
Khadaffi’s green book at Fatah University. 
Certain portions were fine for me and I 
took what I wanted and rejected what I 
didn’t want. I have no connection with 
Libya now ... That’s why I preach 
democracy and stand for democracy. 

“I turned up on the [Ivory Coast] border 
to find Taylor had not sent the arms he 
promised. Life or Death. No retreat, no 
surrender. This is where I got those words 
from. So with eight men and a borrowed 
cutlass and shotgun, we arrested the officer 
of an army detachment on last year’s 
Christmas Eve. He only gave us his arms 
under pressure, so we killed him and took 
over the ammo dump. From that my 
revolution started. 

“We have been fighting a serious war 
against Taylor since then. The only solu- 
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CHARLES TAYLOR, I PRESUME 


Thankfully there was no other road 
traffic, as bends were taken at speed, with 
the car slithering round almost side-on, 
kicking up great sheets of mud and gravel. 
At this reckless pace, like demented rally 
drivers, we raced along the muddy jungle 
roads threading through the mist-shrouded 
shoulders of the Nimba mountains on our 
way to Monrovia, capital of Liberia. In 
Liberia one felt that bad things could 
happen at any point, and one’s foot would 
press a little harder on the accelerator. 

All traffic within National Patriotic Front 
of Liberia (NPFL) lines drove at full tilt with 
hazard lights flashing and red flags (the 
NPFL color) fluttering from wing mirrors. In 
our case, this was a red sock donated by 
another journalist at the border. 

Checkpoints did nothing to alleviate our 
concerns, embellished as they were with 
grinning human skulls. They were also 
poorly sited, invariably positioned after a 
sharp bend, which allowed barely enough 
time to slam on the brakes. Some check¬ 
points were no more than a length of string 
across the road, others had stout barriers 
of wooden poles. The only aid in spotting 
them were the ubiquitous NPFL red rags. 
One set of journalists had the windscreen 
of their hired car destroyed when, in the 
pitch black of a jungle night, they drove 
straight into a wooden pole suspended 
above the road. 

Sudden arrivals like this naturally in¬ 
voked alarm among the sleeping guards 
Some ran off and had to be coaxed back to 
open the barricade with offers of ciga¬ 
rettes. Such faint-hearted road guardians, 
however, were infinitely preferable to the 
more martially inclined. These would 
spring from the surrounding underbrush 
brandishing a rusted assortment of anti¬ 
quated shotguns or homemade rifles held 
together by layers of tightly wound bicycle 
inner tubes. They inevitably screamed 


hysterically for you to get out of the car and 
were twice as hysterical when you 
complied. 

After running a few of these check¬ 
points, however, it was apparent that most 
of those in the NPFL were more scared of 
us than we were of them ... not to say that 
an armed mob waving shotguns and sharp 
implements under our noses didn’t warrant 
some respect They wore no discernible 
military uniforms, most being clothed in 
rags, indicative of the poverty from which 
the bulk of them were drawn. 

For the rigors of the trip, journalists 
entering Liberia usually hired four-wheel 
drive jeeps in neighboring Ivory Coast. For 
my trip, suffering the constraints of a much 
tighter budget, I was forced to settle on 
something more modest. Small, blue, and 
Japanese, it was the sort of car generally 
employed by elderly matrons for popping 
round to the shops. 

The monsoon rains, expected at any 
moment, would soon turn the earthen 
roads into a quagmire of mud. My brief was 
to find and interview NPFL leader Charles 
Taylor and, with the real concern of being 
stranded by the rains, I was in a race 
against the weather. There was little time 
to admire the scenery — dense jungle 
towering on either side of the road like the 
walls of a green canyon. 

A halt was necessary in Kakata for 
clearance from G-2, the Gestapo-like 
security section that controls the main 
NPFL checkpoints "processing” the thou¬ 
sands of starving refugees fleeing Monro¬ 
via. It didn’t take long at one of these G-2 
checkpoints to become aware of the chill¬ 
ing reality behind the "processing.” 

Men, women and children were arbitrar¬ 
ily selected from the crowds for "question¬ 
ing” on suspicion of "spying.” G-2 acted as 
judge, jury and executioner. There were no 
investigations; suspicion was tantamount 


to guilt, and the only sentence meted out 
was death. When I was there, the average 
time between detention and execution was 
10 minutes. 

Every NPFL checkpoint summarily exe¬ 
cuted people. Each had a favorite execu¬ 
tion ground, detectable by a sickening 
smell long before actually reaching it. The 
majority of bodies had arms securely 
bound at the elbows before they were 
killed. Most had been shot, but throat¬ 
cutting and stabbing victims were also in 
ample evidence. 

Initially, journalists with the NPFL forces 
were quartered in Harbel, at the former 
guest house of the Firestone rubber 
plantation. They were eventually thrown 
out to fend for themselves, as the NPFL 
also kept several high-ranking Doe govern¬ 
ment prisoners there. The prisoners were 
secreted in locked rooms so the inconven¬ 
ience of journalist witnesses could be 
avoided when their inevitable torture 
began. 

NPFL frontline soldiers were little better 
than the ragged examples encountered at 
jungle checkpoints. The principal differ¬ 
ence lay in better quality clothing — the 
result of extensive looting, although, inex¬ 
plicably, many of them wore wigs and 
women’s clothing. The most abundant 
firearm was the World War 11-vintage 
Soviet 7.62x25mm PPS 43 SMG. Ameri¬ 
can Ml Garands were in evidence, along 
with an assortment of AK-47s, many of 
Romanian origin. Green, wooden ammuni¬ 
tion boxes bore neat black stencilling 
proclaiming their place of origin: Libya. 

Militarily, the NPFL was a joke. After the 
death of its original military strategist, 
Elmer Johnson, it lost all momentum. Each 
day, NPFL troops advanced a few hundred 
meters over a no-man’s-land of shattered 
streets on the periphery of Monrovia, then 
retreated at night, only to cover the same 
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FAR LEFT: When not killing someone to 
relax, Prince enjoys jamming with friends to 
the tune of “By the Rivers of Babylon.” 

LEFT: The big video hit at INPFL 
headquarters is the slow execution of 
Samuel Doe, Liberia's former president. 
Doe lost his ears, his fingers, his hair — 
even his juju cord. 

tion of Taylor is violence. The war is now 
over ... Give democracy a chance ...” 

Speaking with the ranting rhythm of 
reggae, Prince got caught up in conflicting 
cliches. “The solution to modem day 
problem is violence: no peace or 
negotiation in Liberia right now. Peace has 
failed. The solution is to fight Taylor and 
fuck him up, and not call him to peace 
negotiations. Any man who ipvite Taylor 
and me to the peace table — I will kill 
Taylor on that table. I want the whole 
world to know this. If they surrender, I will 
give them clemency, but I will see that we 
safety them. 

“If the people want me for president I 
will put the uniform down. The voice of 
the people is the voice of God, and I can’t 


ground the next day. To describe their 
military discipline as lax would be gener¬ 
ous in the extreme. A few NPFL diehards 
led the rest of the rabble, whipping up 
courage by chanting anti-Doe slogans and 
firing into the sky. I saw more real effort, 
however, in the plundering and execution 
of civilians. 

In the disorganized forays against the 
enemy which I accompanied, NPFL shoot¬ 
ing was wild and totally blind. Seeing them 
killed or wounded from their own fire was 
not uncommon. The prevalent approach 
seemed to be to use all ammunition as fast 
as possible (preferably well beyond range 
of the enemy), then head for home as soon 
as it was expended. Clashes with the 
enemy came about more by accident 
than plan. 

Not being renowned for leading from the 
front (preferring others to undergo the risks 
of actual battle), there was no chance of 
finding Taylor on the front lines. He was to 
be found safely back at the Firestone 
mansion in Harbel (not to be confused with 
ex-President Doe’s executive mansion in 
Monrovia). 

The security measures surrounding 
Taylor were formidable, and arranging an 
interview proved difficult. Finally I could 
see no alternative but to try to bluff my way 
in to see him. 

Guards at the first checkpoint allowed 
me to pass just as some of Taylor's 
“special commando” bodyguards came 
thundering down the road in a beat-up bus. 
Barring the road, they physically assaulted 
the car, kicking it and striking it with assault 
rifles whilst screaming at me to reverse. 
This request would have been difficult to 
carry out, as checkpoint personnel were 
lying in the mud behind my rear wheels 
being flayed with belts by their colleagues. 
This insane display was put on by Taylor’s 
Libyan-trained elite. 


The NPFL invasion began with this 
small force, funded and trained in Libya, 
then led across the Ivory Coast border by 
Elmer Johnson. They were less prepared 
than originally planned, as Taylor, then 
placed in command of logistics, failed to 
deliver promised arms. 

Accounting for missing funds has be¬ 
come a habit for Taylor. When a minister in 
the Doe government, he once served time 
in a U.S. jail awaiting extradition back to 
Liberia. Seems he needed to answer a 
million dollar embezzlement charge involv¬ 
ing the purchase of nonexistent bulldozers. 
He escaped and fled to Libya, preferring to 
join the fledgling NPFL rather than face the 
consequences awaiting him at home. As 
he lacked military talent, Taylor was as¬ 
signed a more familiar political role, which 
he was able to use to usurp power for 
himself. 

The hardcore of the NPFL are not 
Liberians, but a motley collection of black 
African mercenaries in whom Taylor 
places more trust than his own Liberian 
nationals. This stems from a deep-rooted 
paranoia that Liberians might turn on him. 
As a result, he surrounds himself with the 
“special commando," a title applied to 
anyone who has undergone Libyan train¬ 
ing — endowing them with an assumed 
expertise which is wholly unwarranted. 

Like his mentor, Khadaffi, Taylor has 
also established an Amazonian personal 
bodyguard. His wife and sister dress in 
tight-fitting cammies with matching hand¬ 
bags, high heels and pistol holsters. Reek¬ 
ing of perfume and bristling with sidearms 
and assault rifles, they hover around Tay¬ 
lor in a comic parody of the “commando” 
bodyguard. 

The death of Elmer Johnson, ex-U.S. 
Marine and, until his death, the NPFL’s 
charismatic chief strategist and military 
leader, probably was not the result of an 


ambush by President Doe’s soldiers. 
Strong circumstantial evidence suggests 
that it was Taylor who ordered Elmer 
Johnson eliminated, as he was a threat to 
his own position. Not long after this, Prince 
Johnson broke away to establish his own 
force when he suspected he was next for 
the chop. 

After a week of dispatching notes via 
everyone I met, an interview was finally 
granted. With some reservations about my 
reception, I set out once more to drive up to 
the mansion house. This time, guards at 
the first checkpoint clustered around my 
car to display livid weals and deep cuts 
inflicted by belt whipping, refusing to allow 
passage. Eventually, suitable authority 
was found to escort me through the five 
checkpoints on the way up the hill. At the 
last, the guard was dressed somewhat 
formally in black tails; for all the world, a 
butler with an assault rifle! 

Charles Taylor, “President Taylor,” as 
he insists on being called (somewhat 
prematurely given that he has failed to 
secure the capital and is losing ground), 
strutted down the main staircase to meet 
me. Dressed in a tight-fitting white jumpsuit 
which bulged uncomfortably around the 
waist, his partiality for sticky pastries was 
evident. 

It was hard to decide whether Taylor 
actually believed what he said, or seriously 
expected anyone else to. It was, however, 
quickly apparent that he was not the man 
to rescue Liberia from sinking ever deeper 
into civil war or the NPFL from splintering 
into increasingly rival factions. According 
to Taylor, U.S. Marines were so afraid of 
the NPFL they would not dare attempt any 
landings. This was said the day before they 
made several heliborne landings to evacu- 
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say no. Who saved them in firs’ place? I 
saved them. The other people ... they run 
away people.” 

Snuff Video 

“Here, you can watch Doe die,” Prince 
said, grinning with pride as he handed me 
a VHS copy of the snuff movie showing 
the former president’s last hours. It was in 
Prince’s office where the final scene was 
played out. Like a Shakespearian tragedy, 
the vanquished dictator sat in his under¬ 
shorts, bleeding from bullet wounds, at the 
feet of the victorious Prince. A doe-eyed 
picture of Jesus Christ stared down at the 
pathetic sight as Doe squealed for fraternal 
mercy. The caption under Christ' read, 
“Look Unto Me and Ye Will Be Saved.” 

Doe beseeched for the love of the 
Almighty, but only Prince was listening. 
“Cut his ears off,” Prince said, sipping 
from a can of Bud. ,No one moved at first, 
for they believed Doe, their president, 
possessed magical powers. Angry that his 
order was going unheeded, Prince then 
shouted, “I say, cut his ears. Cut the man’s 
ears!” 

Later that evening Doe’s ears were 
given back to him, cooked, and he was 
forced to eat them with rice. His fingers 
were then removed, along with his hair, 
which was thought to be a source of his 
magical powers. He was then left to bleed 
to death in the girls’ bathroom. 

“It was my gun that surrender Doe,” 
Prince said. Afraid that the president’s 
dead body was still capable of invoking 
African magic, however, he then had 
Doe’s juju cord removed. “But I could 
never untie Doe, because he was a man 
who believed in African science — that he 
can disappear and nothin’ can happen to 
him. So why I go and untie Doe and Doe 
disappear now? So I could never 
untie Doe. 

“I question Doe, ‘What happen the 
Liberian economy?’ I say, ‘Where de 
money?’ He say, ‘All I got is $500 in my 
bank.’ Do you believe that? Jus’ $500. He 
were never a fair man. So now Doe dead.” 

If nothing else, Prince will be re¬ 
membered for ridding Liberia of Samuel 
Doe. The manner of the execution and the 
way he now rules, however, has left people 
worrying whether Prince is another Doe. 
“Heal the wounds, I say, but the man who 
frustrates me, I will kill,” he said. 

In the Wake of Samuel Doe 

Doe’s Liberian legacy is everywhere to 
be seen, especially in Monrovia, where the 
most horrific testament still stands. You 
can smell St. Peter’s Lutheran church 
before you see it. It was here that 35 men 
from Doe’s death squad massacred 600 
mainly Gio and Mano men, women and 
children who had sought sanctuary from 
Doe’s Krahn troops. The times for church 
services are still pinned to the door, which 
is held ajar by what at first appears to be a 
pile of tattered and stained children’s 
clothes. It is only the protruding bone that 



intimates that this pile of clothes was once 
a little girl. 

Inside, beneath the bullet-splintered 
pews, lie the decomposing bodies of the 
last congregation. Numbers of the hymns 
last sung are still on the wall. The only 
sound now disturbing the eerie blue 
silence is the angry buzz of flies going 
about their putrid business. 

After being herded inside, the group was 
gunned down in an orgiastic frenzy of 
tribal hatred that marked the 10 bloody 
years of Doe’s rule. When the gunmen ran 
out of ammunition, they drew their 
machetes and butchered the survivors. 

At the altar, crumpled bodies lie like rag 
dolls in lazy and terrible profusion, 
decapitated heads like blasphemous 
human chalices of some satanic sacrificial 
offering. The church has become a charnel 
house of spent cartridges and putrefying 
human flesh. 

At the nearby Spriggs-Payne airport, 
sun-bleached bones are all that remain of 
250 medical students, massacred by Doe’s 
gunmen at the end of July. A skull with a 
bullet-shattered temple lies midst its own 
bones. A delicately embroidered dress still 
covers those of a female student, her arm 
outstretched clutching house keys. On the 
airport bulletin board is a fly blown copy 
of a Doe government newspaper, bold type 
headline reading, “Gov’t Condemns 
Killings.” 

In downtown Monrovia, Doe’s victims 
lie uncollected in the streets and burned- 
out shells of torched houses. The British 
Embassy keeps its patio doors closed from 
the stench of other unfortunate victims, 
left to rot on the beach. 

One 10-year-old child was carrying a 
skull around in a sack, trying to sell it for 
$10 to one of the few foreigners left in the 
city. The day after Doe’s death, kids 
appeared selling “Doe ears” at a dollar an 
ear. Scavenging for food has become the 
only occupation left for Monrovians. 
There are no unlooted shops left, and the 
only source of supply is from a spiralling 
black market run by shady Lebanese. 


The following morning, the field mar¬ 
shal was in an upbeat mood. With his court 
kapellmeister, a Jimi Hendrix look-alike 
and self-styled “leader of mysticians,” 
Prince launched into “By the Rivers of 
Babylon.” Accompanied by electric key¬ 
boards and tom-toms, his bodyguards 
mopped his brow in time with the music. 

A report of another ambush came in, the 
funky field marshal never missing a beat. 
He continued to strum his guitar, ordering 
his men to, “Counter... Attack ... with ... 
maximum ... response ... No retreat ... No 
surrender ... Death ... before ... dishonor 
...” Meanwhile, the band grooved on with 
a new number: 

“J don’t know why Jesus loves me, 

but he does! 

He doesn ' t want me to be president, 

and I don't know why.” 

The jam session over, Prince had an 
announcement for the whole world. “I 
hereby suspend the constitution and pro¬ 
claim myself acting president. This decree 
shall take immediate effect upon the 
signature of the field marshal and acting 
president.” Prince is a stickler for legal 
formalities. 

He handed me the original, signed copy 
of his announcement and, before 
departing, said, “You know I’m a 
polygamist. So when a Liberian says he’s 
going out for a walk with his girlfriends, 
you don’t want to delay him. I need rest. 
Even steel can get rust.” 

Nigerian and Ghanaian troops are now 
spearheading a combined West African 
force to keep the “peace.” Their initial 
efforts were best illustrated by their 
leaflets, calling on Liberians to “bury the 
hatchet in the pursuit of peace.” As if 
enough blood had not been spilled, they 
allowed Doe to fall into Prince’s hands, 
with the inevitable result. Now they have 
combined forces with Prince, and are 
taking on Taylor together. 

The Nigerians have no illusions about 
Prince, but for the moment it is expedient 
to work with him. Slowly clenching his 
fist, a senior Nigerian officer said, “We 
have Prince Johnson by the balls, and can 
squeeze them whenever we like.” They 
know they will have to “deal” with him 
one day, if they are ever to achieve their 
mission of bringing peace to Liberia. 

As we go to press, Liberia's warring 
factions have agreed to a cease-fire to end 
that country's year of death and turmoil. 
Signing the agreement were a Liberian 
army officer representing followers of 
executed Samuel Doe, Charles Taylor and, 
despite what he huffed at Jameson, a 
representative sent by Prince . Perhaps now 
Liberia will become a pleasant, peaceful 
nation ... and perhaps Robert K. Brown 
will support Jane Fonda in the 1992 
presidential race, too. 

British photojoumalist John Jameson has 
been a regular contributor to SOF over the 
years, filing stories from Afghanistan to 
Africa 
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TOP: Prince enjoys a moment with some of his more than 200 female bodyguards. “They are 
all my wives,” he says, “as I am a polygamist.” 

ABOVE: INPFL fighters. Look at them now, because they may not be around later. Prince has 
killed a foreigner for giving one of his “wives” a lift, and his own men for stealing one of his 
Budweisers. 

ABOVE RIGHT: One of Prince’s young rap revolutionaries waits for something to do with his 
Browning .50. 
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perceptible one. The real danger is 
absolutely minimal, less than climbing.” 

Three jumpers in France died while 
bungee jumping. Recently, an Australian 
woman narrowly escaped death when her 
cord broke. But in Great Britain and the 
United States no deaths or serious injuries 
have been reported, although the 
increasing number of do-it-yourselfers 
may ruin that record. One stiff jumped 240 
feet from the Golden Gate Bridge wearing 
one spindly cord. It snapped, but he was 
saved by a passing boat. 

At the trestle, the joking dies down. 

“It’s so high,” someone whispers. 

Reverend Recoil and Capt. Psycho go to 
the middle of the trestle and anchor the 
cords to the ties. Finocchiaro decides the 
jumping order, grouping people according 
to weight. Under 150 pounds requires 
three cords, over 225 pounds requires five. 
They work efficiently; the jumping must 
be complete before the train comes at 
noon. Bungee jumping isn’t illegal, but 
jumping from bridges and trestles 
constitutes trespassing. Somehow, that 
seems the least of our worries. 

“Bring on the lemmings,” Rev. Recoil 
shouts. 

Fear knots your stomach, but you step 
out onto the narrow, sideless trestle. The 
ties are slippery with frost, and in the 
spaces between them, the ground lies 120 
feet below. 

“Ah, infantile adults in search of the 
ultimate fear,” Rev. Recoil exclaims. 

He connects your seat and shoulder 
harness with two carabiners to the cords. 

“Aren’t those pretty?” the Captain 
asks. “For the next two minutes, those are 
your lifeline.” 

The blue-and-white cords, about as 
thick as your thumb, are military spec. 


* 


B UNGEE jumping is like 
orgasm during a car wreck. 

Carl Finocchiaro, who has flung himself 
nearly 200 times from bridges and bal¬ 
loons explains, “It’s that violent and that 
fun.” 

It’s a cold, clear midnight in the Colo¬ 
rado Rockies, and he talks across a 
campfire to a dozen men who want to 
bounce at the business end of a bungee 
cord. They titter uneasily, fireshine light¬ 
ing their faces. In the dark beyond the fire, 
coyotes yelp. 

As president of Bungee Jumping Colo¬ 
rado, Finocchiaro has supervised 500 
first-lime bungee jumpers. He requires 
them to report to the campfire by 2330 
hours, where they learn bungee basics and 
sign waivers releasing him from liability. 

“It’s not like an amusement park ride,” 
he warns. “You might get bruises and 
abrasions. If you’re looking for something 
completely predictable, then don’t do 
this.” 

In the morning, the men will leap off a 
railroad trestle 120 feet high. Finocchiaro 


requires their first jump to be a swan dive 
because it’s familiar and also keeps them 
from banging into the bridge supports. For 
their second, he recommends 
“Max(imum) Fear” — jumping back¬ 
wards off the bridge. 

“Something special happens when 
you’re falling down while looking up,” he 
says. “You feel your life fly out of your 
esophagus.” 

Fear of Dying 

At first light, you hike a railroad track 
toward a trestle some 2 miles down the 
line. The autumn aspen are as pink as 
peaches. 

“It’s a nice day to die,” someone jokes. 

“I’m dying to jump,” another person 
adds. 

“And well you may,” Jeff Venier 
confirms. 

Known as “Reverend Recoil,” he and 
Mike Magee, “Captain Psycho,” are the 
bungee jumpmasters — dasticians, as 
they like to be called. 

The banter lets you shadowbox with 
your fear. You don’t believe you’ll die 
— or even get hurt. The point of bungee 
jumping is to face your fear. And have fun 
doing it. 

“Bungee jumping is massively safe,” 
David Boston, chairman of the Oxford 
Stunt Factory in Great Britain, who dives 
from 160-foot cranes to raise money for 
charity, reports. “The danger is only a 
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ATTACK OF THE 


BEACH BLANKET 


DEATH DIVERS 


FROM HELL 


from the bridge. 

“Head down, arms out,” Rev. Recoil 


The Real Story 

by Morgan Tanner Photos by David Bjorkman 


Each is made with 365 strands of rubber, 
covered with a strong nylon sheath. Their 
function is to reduce the opening shock of 
a parachute when tanks are dropped from 
aircraft. Each cord holds in excess of 1,300 
pounds of static weight. 

“We only load ours to 200 pounds 
dynamic weight,” Finocchiaro says. 

An aerospace engineer whose specialty 
is structural dynamics, Finocchiaro, 30, 
says he’s always been fascinated by 
energy. He concocted explosives when he 
was a kid, then graduated to ultra-lights 
and sky diving, and finally to bungee 


jumping. 

“In terms of safety, human error is the 
weakest link,” he adds. 

To prevent errors, Rev. Recoil and Capt. 
Psycho check and cross-check their work. 
They test your seat harness for comfort, 
too. Sweat pants are more forgiving than 
jeans. 

“First, we preload the crotch,” Rev. 
Recoil says. 

“Or you’ll be shooting blanks from now 
on,” the Captain adds. 

They repeat the instructions for the 
swan dive that will take you out and away 


instructs. 

“Don’t belly flop,” the Captain warns. 

Their orders are crisp and loud enough 
to pierce a brain addled by fear. Rev. 
Recoil slowly releases the loop of the cord 
over the edge of the trestle. 

“You’re going to feel the weight of the 
bungee on your shoulders and your crotch, 
dragging you over the side,” he 
explains.“Now you know it’s for real,” 
the Captain says. 

He hands you the end of a red cord that 
will steady you when you’re on the edge. 
Your senses are suddenly keen. Your 
cheeks sting from the wind. You hear the 
stream gurgling below. It’s only a 
teaspoon of water, and you wish you could 
dive over a blue lake instead of rocks. 

Reverend Recoil’s voice lances your 
thoughts. 

“Whenever you’re ready, and not 
before, put one foot here, the other there,” 
he says, patting the edge. 
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ORIGINAL 
LAND DIVERS 



Jumps are off 120-foot-high railway trestle, and must be completed before the train comes at 
noon. Bungee jumping isn’t illegal but jumping from bridges and trestles constitutes 
trespassing. 




Jumper takes off on first swan dive. 


Capt. Psycho in red cape and goggles takes 
off after clients have finished. 


To encourage female bungee- 
jumpers, Bungee Jumping Colorado 
lets women who jump naked jump for 
free. But on the tropical island where 
“land diving” originated, only one 
woman ever jumped, and she proba¬ 
bly wore a grass skirt. 

The tradition of land diving belongs 
to the natives on Pentecost Island in 
the New Hebrides of the South Pacific. 
They were almost completely isolated 
until World War II, when some of the 
natives helped the U.S. Army on 
Espiritu Island, the largest in the island 
group. Their practice of diving head¬ 
first from a tower appeared in 1955 in 
a National Geographic article by Irving 
and Electa Johnson and again in 1970 
in an article by Kal Muller. 

Ostensibly, the land divers helped 
ensure a good crop of yams. But the 
deeper purpose behind their daring 
was rooted in that age-old man- 
woman thing. 

According to Muller, legend has it 
that a native named Tamalie so mis¬ 
treated his wife that she ran away. She 
climbed high up in a banyan tree 
before he climbed up after her. As 
Tamalie neared, his wife tied lianas 
around her ankles. When he tried to 
grab her, she jumped. He followed. 
The woman was saved by the vines, 
Tamalie plunged to his death. After 
that, the men vowed that no woman 
should ever again best them, and they 
built a tower where they could practice 
jumping. And so, the tradition began. 

In the late 1960s, the men in the 
village of Bunlap lashed together logs 
to build an 83-foot tower. They forbade 
women from entering the area. Each 
man built his own platform on the 
tower and prepared his own lianas. 
Then, the day before the jump, they 
softened the ground around the tower 
to a depth of about 10 inches. 

After a ritual bath, the men climbed 
to their platforms and tied the vines to 
their ankles. Before each man jumped, 
he was allowed a “talk-talk” during 
which he complained about his wife, 
while she had to stand and listen. 

Then, the men were ready to jump. 
The most daring of them leapt from a 
platform 80 feet high. His landing was 
perfect. Just as his forehead touched 
the ground, the vines on his ankles 
snapped taut, breaking his fall — 
instead of his neck. 

There’s no record of how his wife 
treated him after he publicfy berated 
her. Maybe it’s better that modern 
women get to do some bungee¬ 
jumping themselves — naked or not. 

— M.T 


Your feet turn to lead, but you manage 
to slide one toward the edge, then the 
other, careful to keep your toes from 
hanging over. You look down; it’s as if 
you are on the roof of a 10-story building. 

“The funny thing is, you stand there 
scared to death you’re going to fall, and the 
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SOLO IN A SLINGSHOT 


While bobbing on a bungee cord is 
thrill enough for most people, bungee 
catapulting produces an even greater 
high. 

“Bungee jumping is the same every 
time. You fall at 32 feet/sec/sec,'* says 
David Aitkenhead, 32, a member of the 
Dangerous Sports Club in Great Britain. 
"Catapulting is infinitely variable. You 
can fly 100 feet above the point where 
the cord’s attached. It produces a far 
bigger thrill.” 

The Dangerous Sports Club invented 
modern bungee jumping in the late 
1970s when Christopher Baker con¬ 
cocted the idea. In 1978, club president 
David Kirke and his cronies dressed in 
tuxedos, fastened themselves to the 
cords, and jumped 245 feet from the 
Clifton Suspension Bridge in Bristol, Eng¬ 
land. 

"All they had was a computer model 
that said it would work,” Aitkenhead 
recalls during a telephone interview. 
"They never tested it on smalt bridges 
first.’ 1 

For their daring, they were ticketed for 
trespassing. 

Then, in 1980, Kirke set the world 
record when he bungee-jumped from the 
1,053-foot Royal Gorge Bridge in Colo¬ 
rado. When his crew tried to haul him 
back up onto the bridge, they couldn’t lift 
him plus his more than 400 feet of cord. 
He hung suspended for five hours until a 
crane came to his rescue. 

With few opportunities for bridge¬ 
jumping, the British bungee boys re¬ 
sorted to using cranes. 

"Once we had a crane, we got the idea 
for catapulting,” Aitkenhead remembers. 

Being somewhat more "dodgy” than 


bungee jumping, Aitkenhead wouldn’t 
recommend catapulting to the general 
public. 

"There’s a slight possibility that on the 
rebound, the wind could catch you and 
slam you into the crane,” he warns. 
"There’s a possibility for heavy bruising.” 

One dangerous sporting device on the 
club’s drawing board is a backpack 
airplane a la James Bond. Aitkenhead 
describes it as a jet-powered hang glider. 

“We fired David Kirke from a cliff using 
a military rocket launcher. It’s a target 
drone launcher, really. We took off the 
(target) airplane and put on a Steel chair.” 

Kirke survived, but the project is on 
hold while he writes a book about the 
club’s adventures. The club began at 
Oxford University in 1977. Kirke, now 45, 
and his friends were the first to hang glide 
from the summit of Kilimanjaro (19,321 
feet), and he was the first to cross the 
English Channel in a helium balloon 
shaped like a kangaroo (he sat in the 
pouch), and the first to cross the English 
Channel in a micro (ultra) light. 

As for Aitkenhead, he continues to 
bungee jump and wants to catapult up a 
bridge. He would hang under the bridge 
on bungees and then a winch or Land- 
Rover would pull him down. Remove the 
anchor, and voila, he would be airborne, 

“People ask if I’d hit the bridge, but if 
the angle were right, I wouldn’t," he 
claims. “There should be sufficient veloc¬ 
ity to pass under and out beyond.” 

While most men wouldn’t try it, this 
doesn’t seem particularly dangerous to 
Aitkenhead, who adds unnecessarily, "I 
like to do different things than playing 
darts at the pub." 

— MX 


next minute, you jump,” Anette Nolz, who 
has jumped six times, comments. 

Only two people in Finocchiaro’s 
experience refused to jump once they got 
to the trestle. He screens out people who 
might back down, and Rev. Recoil bolsters 
those with momentary misgivings. 

“There’s a place in everyone that lets 
them jump if you can just touch it,” he 
says. 

For macho and money, you decide to 
jump. Because the other guys are doing it 
and because you’ve already paid out $65 
you can’t walk away. 

“You ready?” Rev. Recoil asks. 

Your brain flames with terror. Your 
instinct for self-preservation claws your 
heart. Your jaw muscles clench, and he 
takes it as a nod. 

“Three, two, one,” he booms. 

You smother your howling fear and 
jump, sinking like a stone into the void. 

“Excuse Me While I Kiss the Sky.” 

For two seconds you hurtle groundward 
at speeds approaching 64 feet per second, 
44 miles per hour. You fall headfirst for 
100 feet. Then, the stretching cord 
gradually stops you, and the harness turns 
you right-side up. 

Some jumpers are scared speechless, 
others shriek, some groan like they’re 
playing a part in The Exorcist — or Debbie 
Does Dallas. Most first jumpers don’t 
remember falling. 

“That’s why we give people two 
jumps,” Finocchiaro explains. 

The handful of U.S. companies 
providing commercial bungee jumping 
charge from $50 to $95 for a single jump, 
usually from a balloon (although 
regulatory agencies are taking another 
look at balloon usage). The whole 
experience may take an hour or two. 
Finocchiaro gives jumpers a night around 
a campfire and two jumps for $65. 

While you fall, Rev. Recoil and the 
Captain watch between the ties. After the 
cord stretches to its limit, it begins a series 
of five or so recoils — each 70 percent of 
the one before. The first one takes you by 
surprise. You can catapult skyward, hang 
weightless for an instant, then plunge. In 
the reflex of monkeys and newborn 
infants, you desperately grasp for 
something to hang onto. 

“Looks like he’s washing windows,” 
says Rev. Recoil, laughing at your flailing 
hands. 

“Wax on, wax off, just like in Karate 
Kid,” agrees the Captain. 

You reach up for the cord. 

“Hands away, hands away,” Rev. 
Recoil commands. 

Grab the extending cord, and it will bum 
your skin. If it twangs your cheeks or lips, 
you’ll have “bungee face.” When the 
harness makes mush of your masculinity, 
you’ve got bungee balls. 

By the second recoil, you know you’re 
going to live. You relax. You’re a kid 
again, riding a giant pendulum with a 


crazy arc. You lie back against the harness 
and whoop with joy. 

“I can fly,” screams one jubilant 
jumper. 

When the rebounds stop, Rev. Recoil 
and Capt. Psycho lower you slowly to the 
ground. It’s easier than pulling you up. 
Emily Trask grabs your foot and plants it. 

But you can’t walk or talk. Your brain 
boils in the white heat of exhilaration. It 
was a suicidal leap with a happy ending. It 
was a falling dream in which you didn’t 
wake up and didn’t hit bottom. You’ve 
conquered fear. 

Pumped up, you scale the canyon, eager 
to jump again. This time, you’ll try Max 
Fear. Reverend Recoil laughs at your 
confident grin. 

“Even when I don’t get to jump, I feel 
high,” he says. 

The Two Faces of Thrill 

In the afternoon, the fledging jumpers 
gone, the crew flies for fun. Positioned on 
the edge, they take a deep breath, program 
their brains and bodies, and dive. 

Emily Trask executes a perfect double 
flip. 

Captain Psycho puts on a flaming red 
cape and does a handstand before he 


tumbles into space. 

The Reverend goes for maximum recoil. 
He loads a bag with 60 pounds of rocks, 
then drops it at the nadir of his fall. Instead 
of 70 feet of rebound, he gets 95. 

Finocchiaro climbs the cord on every 
recoil for maximum thrill. They say that 
even after dozens of jumps, fear lurks. Not 
the fear of heights — that subsides — nor 
of equipment failure, but of a deep, abiding 
fear that won’t let go. 

“Every time, I wonder why I keep 
jumping,” Trask admits. 

“I’m scared every time,” Finocchiaro 
agrees. “Your brain relentlessly barks at 
you. It’s a heartfelt fear like you want to 
stop what’s going to happen.” 

By the time this article appears, he will 
have jumped from a bridge 750 feet high. 
For him, the thrill is worth the fear; or 
maybe fear’s its cause. 

“Bungee jumping,” he reflects, “is the 
ultimate thrill.” 

Morgan Tanner is a Boulder-based 
freelance writer who has published many 
articles in SOF on such varied subjects as 
terrorism in Central America , gang 
violence , SWAT team competitions, and 
modem day mountain men.^ 
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Ever-present gaudi sand is 
more than an annoyance. 
Here a Sea Stallion sent to 
pick upauthor and band 
members disappears into its 
own dust storm at the LZ, and 
has an uncomfortably near 
miss with a sister ship. 


I WAS looking, but I 
couldn’t see him. It 
wasn’t until I got in¬ 
side 50 yards that I 
could barely discern 
his left shoulder stick¬ 
ing out of the thistle 
bush he’d been using 
for cover. By that time 


it was too late — I had stumbled into a 
Marine sniper position, nnd the man with 
his finger on the trigger was an “up and 
rising star” among that tight fraternity of 
trained killers. 

Had Sergeant Thontgs E. Ryan been 
wearing his full desert camo, a suit of 
garnish knpwn in th?-snfper business as a 
“Ghillie sill,** after a suit Scottish 


game keepers wore in the 1700s), I would 
have passed by without seeing trim in the 
prone position, caressing the trigger of his 
sniper rifle as if it were a Stradiyarius. 

Even in today’s hi-tech wgffd of war, 
the most feared and raOstrespccted warrior 
on the battlefield is still the sniper. 

Ryan shrugged. “Reducing the enemy’s 
capability is what war is all about, so why 
all the fuss about snipers?” he said. 

“Does it really make any difference 
whether you’re killed with artillery as 
opposed to a sniper? We’re talking about 
reducing the- same thing? reducing the 
enemy. Perhaps it’s the fear of someone 
putting you in his cross hairs that shakes 
up troops on both sides so much,” Ryan 
said as he scanned the featurelej^ terrain 
around hi§, position. 

However, cleverly concealed, a sniper 
can strike fear into units with a single 
round. 

“One Shot, One Kill — that’s our 
motto,” noted this 27-year-old Marine 
from Kansas City, Kansas, who had never 
picked up a weapon, much less fired one 
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DATELINE: SOMEWHERE IN SAUDI ARABIA 


CROSS HAIRS 
ON 

BAGHDAD 


USMC Scout Snipers Wait 
to Reach Out and Touch 
Someone 


Text & Photos by Ross Simpson 



before shipping off to boot camp 10 
years ago. 

Today, Ryan is “chief sniper/’ of 1/7, 
1st Battalion, 7th Regiment of the 1st 
Marine. Expeditionary Force in Saudi 
Arabia. 

With his M40A1, the 7.62x51mm 
sniper rifle custom-made for U.S. Marines 
and Navy SEXLs, RySfn can take a target 
down at 1,000 yards with one shot. 

Like his rifle, Ryan’s ammo is also 
handmade: precision loaded 7.62 match 
brass topped with 173-grain Sierra boat 
tail bullets. 

Fully loaded with five rounds in the 
magazine and one in the chamber, this 
sniper rifle with its 10-power scope and 
24-inch heavy varmint barrel weighs 14 
1/2 pounds. 

“When we squeeze off a shot,” Ryan 
said, “we want to hold a 1-inch group for 
every 100 yards we shoot. For instance, if 
the target is 300 yards, I want to be able to 
hold my rounds in a 3-inch group.” 

Ryan Re-Ups in Saudi Land 

As 1,000 comrades-in-arms stood at 
attention in the Saudi desert, Tom raised 


his right hand and took the* oath of 
allegiance for a second tour from his 
commanding officer, Lieutenant Colonel 
Jim Mattis of Richland, Washington. It 
wa^ Jbhe 215th anniversary of the 
Marine Corps. 

The TL (tactical limit) for a sniper 
platoon is 10 shooters. Ryan, the platoon 
leader, has nine counting himself. And 
he’s the “Top Gunf* 

After boot camp, Ryan was selected to 
attend the 1st Marine Division Sniper 
School at Camp Pendleton, California. 
Later, he was chosen to atfend the Sniper 
Instructor School at Quantico, Virginia, 
where he picked up some finer points of 
Shooting from the No. .1 Marine sniper. 
White Feather — aka Carlos Hathcock 
— who established the Marine Corps’ 
Sniper School. 

Hathcock, who had 98 confirmed kills 
in Vietnam before retiring on medical 
disability and becoming a consultant to the 
Cotps and police SWAT teams in mfejor 
cities across the country, preaches patience 
to young snipers. Ryan learned that lesson 
from the master himself* 

Ryan recounts, “If you don’t have the 


patience sniping requires, you’ll force the 
issue, force the^hot, and could get yourself 
and your scout killed. Patience is The key. 
You may never get the shot, but the logger 
you wait and the more preparation you put 
into a mission, the greater^ the chances 
you’ll live and your target will die.” 

Carlos Hathcock devised a formula for 
computing range and bullet drift so that he 
could drop NVA at incredible distances. 
One NVA officer met his maker when 
Hathcock hit him at more than 2,500 yards 
wTth a single s|iot from a .50 caliber 
machine gun that sported an 8x rifle scope. 

With Hathcock, nothing was 
impossible, Hathcock could watch heat 
rising from a rice padfly and calculate in 
his mind how much elevation and windage 
he had to “crank in” before squeezing off 
a round. Nothing fancy. Just a simple 
formula. 

Ryan and other Marina Corps snipers 
are taught in school to use those theories. 
However, because of the “one shot — one 
kill” demands of the job, today’s sniper 
takes along calculators to figure the wind 
drift and range. 

“We also tajge little cheat sheets, range 
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PARTY TIME IN THE DESERT 


No matter where Leathernecks hap¬ 
pen to be on the Marine Corps* birthday, 
they always take time to celebrate — 
even in the desert of Saudi Arabia, where 
they are training to shove Saddam Hus¬ 
sein out of Kuwait if President Bush 
determines a military solution is the only 
way to resolve the Persian Gulf Crisis. 

Hopping aboard a CH-53 Sea Stallion 
from HMH-463, I flew north to where 3rd 
Battalion, 11th Marines 
were preparing to P-A-R- 
T-Y by firing up charcoal 
grills and breaking out 
non-alcoholic beverages, 
barbecued beans, and 
birthday cakes. 

The terrain was barren 
as we headed northwest 
from the port of Jubail to 
3-11 ’s forward artillery 
position. Not much to 
see; only an occasional 
set of tracks in the sand 
below as we flew in for¬ 
mation with our sister 
ship. Although there were 
no unfriendlies in the re¬ 
gion, the crew chief and 
1st Mech manned their 
machine guns, scanning the landscape 
that rushed below us. As a welcoming 
committee of two grunts popped smoke 
below us, the crew chief yelled in our ears 
to pull our goggles down. Good thing. 
The Stallion stirred up quite a sandstorm 
when the giant helo landed, Sand was 
sucked in both gun ports in front of the 
cargo compartment, covering everyone 
with a fine layer of grit. As we jumped off 
the rear ramp and fan for the top of a 
sand dune, we were sandblasted. I am 
still washing sand out of my ears. 

Third Battalion, Chesty Puller’s old 
unit, really threw quite a party. In keeping 
with Marine Corps tradition the guest of 
honor, in this case Brigadier Genera! 
Thomas V, Draude, assistant com¬ 
mander of the 1st Marine Division, got 
the first piece of birthday cake. The next 
two slices went to the oldest grunt 
present at the party — Gunnery Sergeant 
George Colvin — and the youngest 
Leatherneck in the outfit — Private First 
Class Robert Leslie, Jr:, a field radio 
operator from North Afelley Station, New 
York. 

After birthday messages from Marine 
Corps Commandant General A.M. Gray, 
and Lieutenant General W.E. Boomer, 
commander of the 1st Marine Expedition¬ 
ary Force, Brig. Gen. Draude noted that 
this was the third Marine Corps Birthday 
he had celebrated with Lt, Gen, Boomer 
either at war or preparing for war. He 
further noted to the men of the 3-11 that 
he couldn’t think of any place he’d rather 
be than about to enter Harm’s Way with 
Marines on the 215th anniversary of the 
Corps. Does the brass know something 
we don’t know? 

After the speeches were delivered and 
the cake cut with a K-Bar knife, since 
none of the battalion’s officers brought 
his ceremonial sword with him, the party 


began. 

"Are you sure those aren’t camel 
burgers?” one Marine groused as he 
pointed to some patties sizzling on a grill. 

"Man, these are 100% pure beef 
patties I’m cooking,” the Marine behind 
the grill replied. "Tried ’em myself.” 

After lunch, there were baseball 
games,, football games, frisbee and 
mail call. 

Corporal Mitchell 
Owens from Payson, Ari¬ 
zona, got 14 letters from 
kids at Glendale Ele¬ 
mentary School in Phoe¬ 
nix where his sister-in-law 
teaches seventh grade. 

The young boys and 
girls wanted to know a!! 
about him. How tall are 
you? What color is your 
hair? How did you get to 
be a corporal? However, 
some kids just wanted to 
tell him about their cat 
or dog. ' * 

Unlike some of the 
guys who read letters sim¬ 
ply addressed "Service 
Member/* and discard 
them, CpI. Owens answers every letter 
he receives — 30 so far. * * 

From 3rd Battalion, 11th Marines, we 
rode to 1st Battalion, 7th Marines in the 
back of a 5 1/2-ton truck for another party 
where the guest of honor was someone 
special. 

Lieutenant Colonel Jim Mattis invited 
his grunts of 1-7 to give Brig. Patrick 
Cordlingiy, commander of the British 7th 
Armoured Brigade the Desert Rats of 
WW1I fame .44* "a hearty devil dog wel¬ 
come.” "My goodness,” Cordingly re¬ 
sponded, "that scared me. I wonder what 
it would do to the chaps on the other 
side.” 

As Cordingly stood in the midst of a 
semi-circle of Marines, he said their unit’s 
bravery in battle was legendary, and he 
was proud to be on their flank, and, "If 
this conflict gets nasty there is no one I’d 
rather be next door to in a scrap than 
1-7.” . _ ’ , , 

Brigadier Cordingly promised, "WeVe 
brought some fine armor with us [120 
Challenger main battle tanks], and we 
won’t let you Yanks down/* 

Asked if he thinks war is inevitable, 
Cordingly replied, “Yes! The stage is 
set/* 

The cake that Cordingly partook of 
was carried by a team of stretcher 
bearers, in keeping with Marine Corps 
tradition of never leaving its dead or 
wounded behind. 

Unlike 3rd Battalion, 11th Marines, 
there was no barbecue and no ball game 
at 1 -7, as they were scheduled for a night 
training exercise at sunset. But the 
grunts did enjoy the birthday cake and 
collectively said this would be one birth¬ 
day they probably will never forget, 

fl.S. 



Birthday party for the Corps 
starts for real as a leatherneck 
digs into the cake. 


cards and wind calculation cards to the 
stocks of our rifles in order to help us do 
our job/’ Ryan says. The scout, who 
covers the “back door” so he and the 
shooter don’t have any unexpected guests, 
talks to the sniper much like a caddy talks 
to a PGA golfer who’s trying to make the 
best of a bad lie on a difficult green. 

Not Best by Lucky Shots 

Snipers can’t rely totally on “cheat 
sheets.” They must be able to recall the 
information they need from the darkest 
recesses of their brain in a flash. And 
although Tom Ryan is not, and may never 
be, in his mentor’s league, he didn’t 
become the best in his battalion with lucky 
shots. 

“Some members of my platoon might 
disagree that I’m the best,” Ryan laughed 
as he checked his gear before returning to 
his sniper position on the battalion’s 
perimeter. “But I’ve had the best training 
of any shooter in my platoon, and as their 
leader, I have to know more than my junior 
riflemen.” 

Before he went back to work, SOF 
asked Ryan why he became a sniper. 
“They work independently of their regular 
rifle platoon,” Ryan said as he sat on a 
sand dune cradling his camouflaged rifle. 
“Grunts usually work in a 35-man 
platoon, whereas a two-man sniper team, 
shooter and scout, work alone. I like that. 

“You also have to have a little higher 
level of maturity, initiative and leadership 
to become a sniper, and because you’re 
dealing with battalion commanders on 
special projects. You have to have a higher 
level of professionalism than the average 
Marine.” 

I asked him if his sniper mission made 
him feel like an assassin. “In a way, yes, 
because we are tasked to eliminate 
selected targets. We are also scouts. We go 
out and find the most secure route of travel 
for the battalion. That’s why we are called 
Scout Snipers. Shooting is the most 
rewarding part of our mission, but it’s only 
half of what we are called upon to do.” 

“Have you ever shot anyone?” 

“No, I haven’t.” 

“If you have to pull the trigger in 
Kuwait, could you kill an Iraqi soldier?” 

Nothing Personal 

“That’s a question most of us in my 
platoon have played over in our minds. 
And, yes, I could. I’d rather not, however 
my training would enable me to reduce key 
targets that down the road could inflict 
casualties upon my battalion and other 
allied forces in the area. So if the need ever 
arises, I could take him out.” 

“Nothing personal?” 

“Not at all. Just business. The enemy is 
trying his best to take me out, and I’m 
doing my best to take him out, and I feel 
we’re better at what we do than he is.” 

Grunts in 3rd Battalion have had a lot of 
time since landing in Saudi Arabia to think 
about what could happen in Kuwait, and 
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RIGHT: Sgt. Ryan is sworn in for another 
hitch by Lt. Col. Jim Mattis as his battalion 
stands at attention. Lt. Col. Mattis notes 
re-enlistments in his unit are double a year 
ago — no Marine wants to miss out on 
some possible action. 


how long they may be here. An informal 
poll of 1st Battalion, 7th Marines found 
March or April 1991 as the earliest they 
expect to come home, and only after they 
have kicked Saddam Hussein out of 
Kuwait north of here. 

Some of the younger men say they can 
“smell death in the air.” Most are eager to 
fight. One said, “The sooner, the better, 
because then we can go home.” 

A young Marine from Michigan said 
flatly, “Let’s do it. We’re tired of sitting 
out here in the desert eating sand and 
swatting flies.” 

“It’s time we rolled into Kuwait and 
kicked some ass,” added a buddy. 

Older and wiser grunts like Gunnery 
Sergeant George Colvin, a 47-year-old 
Vietnam veteran from Rustin, Louisiana, 
is a little more reserved and thoughtful in 
his comments. “I hope we can settle this 
dispute with Saddam peacefully, because I 
have seen how horrible war can be.” 

Brigadier General Thomas Draude, 
assistant commander of the 1st Marine 
Division agrees with Gunny Colvin. “I 
served three tours in Vietnam, and I have 
to say I would be the happiest man in the 
world if this conflict could be resolved 
without a shot being fired in anger.” 

Draude, who hails from Annandale, 
Virginia, hopes the latest U.S. troop 
deployments to the Persian Gulf will 
convince Saddam Hussein it’s in his best 
interest to withdraw his forces from 
Kuwait. 

Saddam: Get the Hell Out of Dodge 

“Yeah,” a young leatherneck from 
New Jersey agreed as he waved his K-Bar 
to make his point. “It’s a signal to Saddam 
that he oughta get the hell out of Dodge!” 

Sergeant Ryan can also smell war in the 
wind. It fills his nostrils every time he 
turns his head to see which way the wind is 
blowing. “By his very actions, Saddam 
Hussein has said to the world he is not 
going to leave Kuwait, and we cannot 
allow him to stay there,” Ryan said as he 
put a pinch of Skoal under his lip. 

“I feel we’re going to see some action 
before we go home,” Ryan added as he ran 
his fingers over his sniper rifle. “And if 
the word is given, we’re going to give 
Hussein a taste of his own medicine.” 

Although the Gulf Crisis has been 
running hot and cold for months and could 
simmer until the spring of ’91, Sgt. 
Thomas Ryan believes the pot is going to 
boil over. “We feel we’re going to do it.” 

Correspondent Ross Simpson , a frequent 
contributor, is covering the Persian Gulf 
crisis for SOF. ^ 



Marine Scout Sniper Sgt, Thomas E. Ryan of Kansas City, Kansas, draws a bead from 
behind scant cover of a thistle bush in Saudi Arabian desert. 
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DATELINE: ALONG THE IRAQI BORDER 


THE FRENCH 


* J ] ^0^7^ A ~ "V. 


OPERATION 


¥N the vast expanses 
-i-of ihc Saudi .V.! 


ppii^g — -“-d!" ihc Saudi Am- 

R.fl /^- bian desert, the best 

defense available to 
. ■: . ~~~~ large military fnmm- 

tio«s is constant, far- 
|yj reselling reconniis- 

s*nra> Forward re- 
, L V p conpai^sanee, what 

[he F re nth Call “ in¬ 
vestigation,' 1 is ihe mission of die 4th 
Squadron of the 1st Regiment dc Hussards 
Fa rac h u l Es te s 
(RHP). Since their 
deployment to Saudi 
Arabia in early Oc¬ 
tober, [he RHP has 
been training to ac¬ 
complish its mission 
in the harsh climate 
and difficult condi¬ 
tions of the Arabian 
peninsula. 

The RHP wus Captain Ooly-Dajaar 
originally raised in for whom the 4th £q 
France in 1740 by a 1st RHP. 
Hungarian immi¬ 
grant, Count Rcrcheny, and the regimen id 
crest still carries his name. The RAP still 
displays many of the traditions and atti¬ 
tudes. of an old cavalry regiment and 
performs traditional cavalry functions 
such as screening and reconnaissance, but 
its character h more that of an airborne 
Shan an armor formation. Disc ip tine Is by 
no means lax, but sduimg ^nd the Lraiii- 
liond French slsj> lui tEie thigh are given 
snore as greetings to a fellow soldier than 


Captain Goiy-Dajaan, commanding officer 
for whom the 4th Squadron is named, 

1st RHP. 


as an ac; oi military courtesy. 

As a regiment of the llth Parachute 
Division, a key element in France's Force 
IY Action Rapide, or FAR (see l ’French 
Fju and Legion" 1 ), all the tidier* in Lhe 
RHP are paruchuie-qunified. Their most 
frequent role is providing forward recon¬ 
naissance and additional fircpow r cr when 
lhe llih deploys. Originally mounted in 
jeeps., ibe regiment converted to LRC 90 
ligfa armored vehicles lo provide the 11th 
with an armor capability. The present 
French cons ingen t in 
Saudi Arabia con¬ 
sists of a variety of 
armor and ittfanlry 
units from the French 
nrmy end Foreign Le¬ 
gion, The 4th Squad¬ 
ron provides recon¬ 
naissance for the en¬ 
tire force, but works 
most often with the 
mmandsngofficer Regions l.si Cavalry 

on Is named, Regiment. 

Firsl RHP. based 
in Ta'rbes in the 
southwest of France, consists of three 
ie COfi rtElisha nee squadrons, otto ami lank 
squadron (equipped with the combai- 
proven Milan antitank missite) and a 
head quartets and support squadron. Lad i 
of These squadrons is made up of Four 
combat platoons, each equipped with ERC 
90s and one headquarters platoon. In 
addition to the FRCs r ihc squadron also 
con tains some two dozen other vehicles 
ranging from heavy trucks to the venerable 


Renault jeep. The jeeps carry forward* 
mounted 7.62mm tsghl machine guns 
while the light trucks carry top-mounted 
.50eal- heavy machine guns, Although ihe 
machine, guns are meam moslly for self- 
defense, ihdy can provide additional offen¬ 
sive firepower when required. 

The chief weapon of the squadron is ihc 
ERC 90 r with its 90mm gun. Known as The 
in lance rl is the lightest anno red vehicle 
in ihc French inventory. The crews operate 
with the hatches open, exposing ihem- 
selves lo the possibiliiv of enemy lire, bui 
allowing greater visibility. Additionally, 
the open halches help keep the heat down 
and, mml icnpnrtanlly, allow Hie vehicle 
cmnmandef to maintain visual comae! 
with The squadron commander. Most of the 
signals used are given in the. form of hand 
and arm signals, reducing the r-cliJrhifily on 
radio transmissions and providing extra 
security from enemy electronic counter*- 
measures. 

Co plain iialy-Dejean 

Command when operating in ihc Held 
comes from the squadron's commander, 
CapUdn Guty-Osjean. Galy-Dejean is a 
career officer who began hss 14 years of 
service as art enlisted man Fn the 1st RHP 
French cavalry squadrons arc not known 
by numeric designators, but raiher by ihc 
surname of I heir commander. So I he 4th 
squadron Is officially the Escadron Galy- 
Dcjcan, tialy-Dejean bus given mure than 
his name tn Ehe squadftm, seeking to 
impulse on bis men something of his own 
character. A-s a parachutist and former 





CONNECTION 

SO F in the Sand With the FrenoM Cav 

Text & Photos by John McDonald 



The EHC 9D. the heaviest weapon ohhe 
4Ui Squad ran., 1st RHP, provides armor 
capability fora highly mobile force. 


pulbfin dec his values arc I hose recognized 
by airborne units the world Over. Whether 
in Lhc field on operations Of in physical 
training the Cdptairi leads from the front, 
and by example. 

When opera! rng in the desert, the ERCs 
and mher vehicles move on-line or in a 
,L V + " formation. The blowing sand and 
dust generated by the fast-moving vehicles 
precludes moving in column. While 
underway, the captain speeds from one end 
of (he formation to the other, giving 
signals to hi* vehicle commanders to 
dumge formation or shift direction. 
Working* as nm-h us 3 5 kilometers 
forward of the mu in body and as fur us 40 
kilometers to the side, the squadron 
functions very much uk light cavalry did 
100 years a go. 

Whert Big Coos Are Small 

The yOmm guns don't offer much in the 
way of offensive power for engaging 
tanks, but it is the squadron's mission, to 
avoid contact. The snldier* of the RHP art 
quick to correct anyone who refers to their 
ERCs as tanks. Engaging I he enemy 
results in loss of surprise and quickly dales 
whatever imdlfgence the squadron is 
providing for the larger formations be bind 
them. Except when culled on in join in an 
attack or when required for self-defense,' 
the 90&ttm guns are almost superllnous. 

Training in the desert is meant to gel the 
squadron used to ope ruling in t h e vnsl 
cijiply spaces, familiarize them with 
navigating here and maintain operational 
readiness All of these seem to have been 


accomplished. The squadron is 

comfortable in its new home and troops 

seem confident of their ability to execute 
their mission. AH 
weapons are fired 
regularly, from each 
soldier’s FA MAS to 
the 90mm guns. When 
not outside their 
perimeter or on guard 
duty, the FA MAS 
rifles are kept in heavy 
cotton bags to reduce 
exposure to the 
elements and the *antl< 

They are fired 
completely dry as any 
lubricant mu an a 
magnet for the fine sand and dust of the 
Saudi desert. Tlu-re have been no weapons 
failures or maintenanc^ problem* resulting 
from the hostile conditions. 

When urtl opcrsiilng, file squadron 
occupies a base earn p near rhe other French 
units Covering some 15 acres, the camp 
consists of ten Is for the troops, areas to 
park their vehicles und damn Utile else. 
Except for their meals, the French army is 
not long on creature com forts. Electric 
power for Eights and Looking is provided 
by HTdflnkw generators, 

The desert can be extremely cold at 
night. Whether the temperature is actually 
tliat low or iT it is just shai the wide range 
between daily highs and lews makes it 
seem so cold, I can't say But even in a 
sweatshirt, sweater and French army 
parka, I wus us cold li^ I've ever been. 


The cold doesn’t seem to bother the 
troops. They rise at 0630 and after coffee 
and a light breakfast, fall out in FT gear for 
morning formation. 
After a few brief words 
from the boss they 
work mil, frequently 
playing volleyball. 
Following thai, they 
begin ihe day’s work. 

The daily routine, 

morning PT, training 
and mnintenance of 

vehicles ami equip¬ 
ment, doesn’t differ 
much from their routine 
in France. One 

noticeable difference is 
die lack of wine and beer in the mess. The 
Holy Kor&rdg ban on alcohol extends to 
the visiting forces, even the French. 
Despite I he tack of wine, the evening mess 
is Still (lie center rtf the uml's existence, 
The enmrudery and friendly arguments of 
the evening metis arc an importer^ foctm in 
0k high morale. 

Morale is high for several reasons. 

Confidence in their weapons, equipment 
and litem selves is perhaps the principal 
strength of the squadron The high morale 
doesn’t lake the form of bragging or 

making dire predictions about Khe fate of 
the Iraqis, but is displayed in the calm 
pmtassiunjilistu of (he squadron’s- ufl’ii ers 
and men. A f Lilt-strength squadron would 
have 114 men |five officers. 19 NCOs and 

Confirmed on 64 





French light trucks mount SO cal. mg- 
chlnc guns, primarily for solf-defend. 
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DATELINE: WITH GOLF BATTERY SOMEWHERE SOUTH OF THE BORDER 


TARGET 

SADDAM 

Marine Arty Takes Aim at Iraq 

Text & Photos by Ross Simpson 



FDC officer Capt. John Ambrosia in front of 
Saddam target, courtesy of SOF. 


OPERATION 


W HEN I raised 
the camouflage 
netting and walked 
into the fire direction 
center (FDC) for 3rd 
Battalion, 11th Ma¬ 
rines, I knew they had 
a purpose in life. 

Tacked to a map of 
their area of responsi¬ 
bility is a target with Saddam Hussein's 
mug on it — courtesy of SOF. 

“I didn't know where it came from,” 
Lieutenant Colonel Mark Adams, com¬ 
manding officer of the 3rd Battalion, 
admits as he shows Colonel Shaalah 
AJ-Haraby from the Saudi Army National 



Guard (SANG), how FDC functions in a 
battalion mass fire mission. 

Neither did anyone else in FDC, but no 
one, including the fire direction officer, 
wants to take down the target. 

Captain John Ambrosia from Rochester, 
New York, adds, grinning like the cat who 
ate the canary, “You know who likes it? 
The Saudis over there.” 

When Ambrosia tells Col. Shaalah that 
his eight-gun battery is going to shoot 
some “fire for effect” missions, the Saudi 
officer cries, “No! No! We shoot to kill 
HIM,” as he points toward Saddam's 
poster on the bulkhead of the FDC. 

“Stand by to fire,” radios the opera¬ 
tions chief, Staff Sergeant Arthur Arechiga 
from Brownsville, Tfexas. “FIRE!” 

The Saudi and his aide de camp smile 
from ear to ear as the big guns open up. 
“Yes, I like it too much,” Col. Shaalah 
says as a salvo of 155mm HE leaves 
the tubes. 

Saudis Will Fight 

As opposed to some observers who 
think the Saudis will skeddadle when the 
first shots are fired, Col. Shaalah believes 
his men will stand and fight. “They won't 
run, because we want to return Kuwait to 
our brothers.” 

When Golf Battery fires in support of 
1st Battalion, 7th Marines, a nearby 
infantry regiment, FDC is hopping. It’s 
very, very confusing, very loud and very 
exciting in the fire direction center during 
a fire mission. To the uninformed it looks 
like a Chinese fire drill. Radios are 
crackling, people running around, 
shouting. But everyone knows what 
they’ve got to do, and they do it. 

“If they’re not, you’ve got people 
bumping heads, and the rounds don’t go 
downrange where they're supposed to,” 
Ambrosia adds, chatting with me and at 
the same time orchestrating a fire mission. 

Behind SSgt. Arechiga sits Lance 


Corporal Daniel Raab from Phoenix. Raab 
is operating a prototype piece of 
electronics that is not yet a part of official 
Marine Corps gear. This battlefield 
communications terminal controls and 
coordinates tactical fire on a target at the 
battalion level. 


■ 



Golf Battery in action. 

Raab would prefer not to process fire 
missions, but says he’s ready to do what 
has to be done. 

“Target Alpha Charley, zero-zero-zero- 
one, two-four rounds (24),” went the word 
from FDC to eight guns in Golf Battery. 

RAP Music 

One-Niner-Eights, as the 155s are 
affectionately called by their crews, are 
capable of firing standard projectiles about 
15km, up to 30km with rocket assisted 
projectiles (RAPs). 

The RAP rounds are spectacular. Seven 
to 10 seconds after leaving the tube, you 
hear the rocket kick in as the round leaves 
a beautiful white streak across the sky. In 
a flash, they're gone. 

Golf Battery is a direct support arm of 
the 7th Marine Expeditionary Force 
(MEF) in Saudi Arabia. Golf’s 
commanding officer, Capt. Cal Swain 
from Chicago, says the One-Niner-Eights 
in his battery are the weapon of choice for 
direct support of the infantry. The 
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howitzers are augmented by self-propelled 
8-inch artillery. 

“We can fire Copperhead (laser-guided 
rounds), smoke, ilium, WP (white 
phosphorous) or high explosive 
ammunition.” 

If Swain’s battery has to pick up and 
move on short notice, it can be in position 
to put “steel on target” within 30 minutes. 
However, there are problems associated 
with moving fast across the desert. 

“You have to be careful of the terrain,” 
Swain explains, “because it’s easy to get 
the howitzers stuck.” But the past three 
months have given Golf Battery 
invaluable training in reading terrain. 
Time has taught Swain where he can and 
can’t go in the desert. 

Shooting Boosts Morale 

Golf was the first Marine Corps artillery 
battery to deploy to Saudi Arabia. Captain 
Swain says his men are getting “antsy” 
waiting to get the show on the road, but 
their morale is high. 

The motto of Golf Battery is “Run, 
Shoot and Communicate,’ ’ and the whole 
crew is happiest when they’re shooting. 
“It’s a real morale booster,” battalion 
commander Adams explains, adding that 
his people are ready to do whatever the 
commander-in-chief decides to do about 
Saddam’s army of occupation in 
neighboring Kuwait. 

In artillery outfits like Golf Battery, the 
FDC is its eyes and ears, the very heart and 
soul of the battalion. When everyone is 
pulling together and putting rounds on 
target, Cpt. Ambrosia says it’s “like an 
orchestra.” 

Captain Ambrosia asks his operations 
chief if the target is in the open or dug in. 

“In the open,” SSgt. Arechiga replies. 

“Fuse time,” Ambrosia snaps when he 
learns the simulated target is a personnel 
vehicle. 

The term “fuse time,” means the shell 
will burst 20 meters above the ground, 
spraying everything within its range with 
deadly shrapnel. By calling for “fuse 
variable time,” Ambrosia can lower the 
airburst to 7 meters. 

“We don’t want to shoot point detonate 
(PD) round at a personnel target,” 
Ambrosia says, “because the PD will dig 
into the sand and have limited effect.” 

That’s why Ambrosia has ordered the 
pace-setters on No. 6 gun in the battery to 
“fuse time.” 

As LCpl. Paul Heyland from Arlington, 
Tbxas, sets the fuse on a round and lugs the 
100-pound projectile to the ammo tray, he 
comments, “Bursting one of these babies 
in the air is like hurling 80 hand grenades 
onto the battlefield.” 

Even though I have sponge plugs in my 
ears, I turn away from the howitzer and 
cup my ears when it belches fire and 
smoke, ramming the trails deeper into 
the sand. 

From behind the gun all I can see are 
asses and elbows as the crew services the 


gun, then fires three rounds as fast as they 
can open the breech, swab the barrel and 
ram another round into the field piece. 

After the guns fall silent, there isn’t a 
soul in this 10-man crew, from section 
chief, Cpl. Cory Calkins from Mesa, 
Arizona, to the powder man, LCpl. George 
T. Alcaraz from San Francisco, who 
claims he isn’t frightened about the 
prospect of having to pack up their 
howitzer and head north to duel with Iraqi 
artillery. 

Scared but Ready 

“I’m scared, but if it has to be done, we 
need to go in there [Kuwait] and do it, 
instead of standing around here watching 
our gear rust away,” insists Calkins. 

If war breaks out in the Persian Gulf, 
Golf Battery will move up to within 7 
miles of the front lines so its guns can fire 
in support of advancing infantry. 





Author files report for NBC Radio near Golf 
Battery. 

Since the 155s can fire about 15km, this 
means Golf Battery will be about 5km 
behind the action — almost too close for 
comfort. 

There are no John Waynes in Golf 
Battery, just a bunch of boys who want to 
go home in one piece. They speak openly 
about their thoughts. 

“I’m afraid of dying,” Calkins admits, 
“and I don’t want anybody in my section 
to die. We’ve trained hard and I want to get 
everybody back home safely.” This young 
corporal has been in the Marine Corps for 
seven years. 

“Nobody wants to die,” LCpl. Michael 
Tate from Birmingham adds as he pulls the 
lanyard and sends the rounds downrange. 
“But you gotta do whatcha gotta do.” 

“There’s some fear in everybody,” 
LCpl. Diaz Rosendo from 29 Palms, 
California, where the battery is home- 
based, states. “Yes, there is some fear in 
me, but I’m here to do a job.” 

“Anybody who tells you he ain’t scared 
is full of shit,” Paul Heyland says. He 
hopes fellows in front of him don’t 
“fuck-up,” and let Iraqis break through 


the lines. 

“If we got mechs (mechanized infantry) 
with us, it’s OK,” the slow-talking Tfexan 
adds, “but if we’ve got tanks coming 
down our throats and we’re firing at ’em 
with a howitzer, that’s going to be scary.” 

In the case of a human-wave assault, the 
standing order is “Expend All 
Remaining,” as Calkins and company face 
the Iraqi armor face on. 

Heyland’s buddies laugh when I ask 
him what he would do if his crew expends 
its combat load of 15 rounds and the ammo 
truck can’t get to them. 

“I’ll just pick up my rifle, and hide ’til 
they roll over us,” Heyland claims. 

Willy Peter Falls Like Fiery Rain 

But before that happens, the Pace- 
Setters plan to take a lot of Iraqis down 
with a “mix of misery” including white 
phosphorous smoke (WPS). 

“You oughta see what that stuff does to 
you,” someone from the gun crew 
comments, as he cleans up after firing 
three rounds downrange. 

“I saw a four-round burst of Willy Peter 
at 29 Palms,” Weyland remembers, “and 
it was awesome as the phosphorous fell 
like fiery rain. What a wicked way to die.” 

“Even if you’re underground in a 
covered hole it eats up the oxygen and 
suffocates you,” section chief 
Calkins adds. 

“And if the smoke doesn’t get you, the 
phosphorous will,” A-gunner LCpl. 
Travis Homes from Portland, Oregon, says 
as he cranks in the elevation on the 155. 

“Yeah, Willy Peter is definitely the big 
dick,” Weyland chuckles as he prepares to 
set fuses for another fire mission. 

“But don’t forget,” Holmes reminds 
them, “they have the same stuff we got.” 

Most of the men in Golf Battery are 
young, in their late teens or early twenties. 
But their commanding officer feels they 
are ready for what lies ahead. 

Lieutenant Colonel Adams, who stands 
about 2 feet taller than his Saudi 
counterpart explains, “It’s good for 
morale to get to shoot like we’ve done for 
the past three days. It gives the men 
confidence in themselves.” 

However, the uncertainty of the future 
has taken its toll among younger members 
of Golf Battery. One young man, LCpl. 
George T. Alcaraz from San Francisco 
jumps like he’s been shot when one of the 
guns in his battery fires, catching him 
off guard. 

Alcaraz and I have been talking about 
how hard it is on his mother and little sister 
back home to have him away for the 
holidays, and how much he misses them. 

“Ah, what were we talking about?” 
laughs Alcaraz after the round left the tube 
next door. Although he insists he is OK, 
it’s clear the unexpected round rattled 
his cage. 

But like others I’ve talked to, Alcaraz 

Continued on page 86 
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DATELINE: ASSEMBLY AREA COTTON 


MAKING 

TRACKS 
TO IRAQ 

24th Division Roaring to Go 

Text & Photos by Ross Simpson 



OPERATION \VT I L L I A M 

▼ ▼ Guyan’s crew 
was soaking up some 
Saudi sunshine when I 
walked up the rock- 
strewn trail behind 
their tank. Parked just 
below the crest of a 
ridge looking north to¬ 
ward Kuwait, their 
Ml tank in its desert camo looked like a 
hawk ready to swoop down on some 
unsuspecting prey. What a magnificent 
view the “Studs From Hell” had. 

“Best seat in the house!” 
yelled the suntanned second 
lieutenant from Sturbridge, 
Massachusetts. 

As I climbed aboard the 
Mil asked, “Where’d you 
get the nickname?” 

Guyan, a political science 
major from the University of 
Arizona in Tlicson, replied, 

“The guys in my platoon 
chose it before we left Fort 
Stewart.” 

Although his platoon has a 
“handle,” Guyan’s four- 
man crew has been unable to 
come up with a suitable 
name for their tank. 

Carey Sutterfield, the 
driver, who hails from 
Woodward, Oklahoma, said, 


“The lieutenant wants to call it, DEAR 
SADDAM. But we wanna call it DAMN 
YANKEE because 
Guyan is from New 
England.” 

The crew has 
been arguing over a 
name since it ar¬ 
rived in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia on 27 August 
1990, but nobody’s 
taken it upon him¬ 
self to cut a stencil 
and do the deed. 



Steve Kariock pulls a 
105mm round from storage 
rack, prepares to slam it 
home. 



Lt. Col. Dave Jensen, commander of the 
“Cottonbalers,” with CSM Robles. 


Guyan’s platoon is part of 
D Company, 3rd Battalion, 
7th Regiment, 24th Infantry 
Division, the first “heavy 
mech” unit sent to Saudi 
Arabia to halt Saddam Hus¬ 
sein’s march south toward 
Saudi Arabia. Now that 
they’ve accomplished that 
mission, the men of the Vic¬ 
tory Division want to know 
when they can kick Saddam’s 
army out of Kuwait and go 
home. 

Times were tough in the 
desert when 3-7 first arrived. 
The base camp is still primi¬ 
tive by REMF standards, with 
no PX and no females. 


The “Cottonbalers,” as the 3rd Bn is 
called in honor of Andrew Jackson’s men 
who fought from be¬ 
hind cotton bales at 
the Battle of New 
Orleans during the 
War of 1812, are 
beginning to get a 
few creature com¬ 
forts like hot chow 
and cold showers. 

But “Cottonbal¬ 
ers” are still sleep¬ 
ing on the cold 
ground beside their 
armored vehicles, 
despite talk of being provided some tents 
before the rainy season sets in. 

Desert Not Always Hot 

It does rain in the desert, as much as 4 
inches at a whack and there is nowhere for 
it to go. You just have to wait for it to soak 
in to the sand. 

Cold? Yeah! It gets cold out here too. 
The temperature drops to about 50 degrees 
in the desert at night. 

“Cold enough to freeze your ass off,” 
observed Sutterfield who has done his 
share of shaking and shivering. “Guess 
they don’t want us to get too 
comfortable,” the okie said as he showed 
me the beast he drives. 

Although Specialist Sutterfield says the 
Ml is better than anything the Iraqis have 
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2nd Lt. Bill Guyan, platoon 
leader and track commander 


on the battlefield, including several 
thousand T-64s and the T-72 with its 
improved armor, Lieutenant Guyan will 
feel a lot better about 
going “beak to beak with 
Baghdad’s best” when he 
gets his hands on the 
much improved M1A1, 
hundreds of which 
arrived in mid-November 
at a Saudi seaport. 

The M1A1 sports a 
120mm main gun, instead 
of a 105mm that’s 
mounted on older model 
Mis like Guyan’s. 

Ammunition for the 
German-made smooth¬ 
bore M256 cannon is composed of four 
cartridges — a kinetic energy Armor 
Piercing Fin Stabilized Discarding Sabot- 
Tracer (APFSDS-T) round, a chemical 
energy High Explosive Anti-Tank Multi- 
Purpose with Tracer (HEAT-MP/T) round 
and training counterparts for each. 

The M829/A1, or sabot round, features 
a one-piece depleted uranium penetrator. 
The M830, or antitank round, contains a 
shaped warhead charge. The M865 and 
M831 are training counterparts for each of 
the previously mentioned rounds. 

The MlAl’s special armor, 
compartmentalization of fuel and 
ammunition storage, automatic fire 
detection and suppression system, and 



high mobility provide the four-man crew 
with the greatest level of protection — 
protection levels which exceed those of 
any other tank in the 
world. 

The MlAls also have a 
Nuclear, Biological, 
Chemical (NBC) 

microclimatic cooling 
system that allows tank 
crews to fight without 
wearing bulky chemical 
and biological warfare 
suits. 

Add to all of this a 
thermal sight, laser 
rangefinder, and a four- 
speed auto¬ 
matic transmission, 1500- 
horsepower gas-turbine 
engine, and you’ve got what 
the infantry calls, 

“Whispering Death.” 

Desert is Different 

It was quiet in Guyan’s 
sector as I sat on the turret of 
his 67-ton tank (combat 
loaded) and talked to him and 
his crew about what lies over 
the horizon. Each had just 
been to the local barber. 

They looked like sheep that 
had just been sheared. 

“The new look,” laughed 


Sgt. Earnest Ross shows 
off his new haircut. 



Lt. Guyan and Sutterfield atop the Ml in the 
Saudi Desert at Assembly Point Cotton. 

Sergeant Earnest Ross, a 26-year-old 
career soldier from Magnolia, Arkansas, 
who claims the other three members of the 
crew were jealous of his hairdo and copied 
his “do.” 

All fun aside, tankers are faced with a 
couple of problems in the Saudi desert. 
The biggest problem is the same one that 
plagued Columbus — accurately judging 
distance. 

I judged some tanks on a distant ridge to 
be about 5,000 meters away. “More like 
8,000,” Ross said as he squinted through 
the laser rangefinder. “Distance out here is 
deceiving.” 

It’s also difficult to 
navigate in the desert, 
because maps don’t show all 
of the things that are out here. 

Maps are in short supply 
throughout the entire AO. 
Usually maps are divvied up, 
one per platoon. Instead of 
five-color topographical 
maps which are a must for 
any tank commander, maps 
are often photocopies of 
aviation charts. Sometimes, a 
Michelin map from a local 
car rental agency is the only 
map tankers have. But Army 
map makers are working 
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overtime to meet the demand. 

Lack of maps is not uncommon in 
military ventures like Operation Desert 
Shield. Historian Cornelius Ryan wrote 
that U.S. scouts entering Germany during 
World War II sometimes had to thumb 
their way through tourist guides to get 
their bearings. 

Folklore in the 82nd Airborne Division, 
which is also here in Saudi Arabia, holds 
that maps guiding many paratroopers in 
the 1983 Grenada invasion were based on 
a road atlas. 

Times have changed. A lot of units in 
Saudi Arabia are using a Global 
Positioning System, a high-tech black box 
that uses satellites to pinpoint within a 
meter their exact position anywhere on the 
planet. But the device is too expensive for 
everyone to have one. 

Moving in the Desert 

William Guyan says most problems 
with navigation occur after the sun goes 
down. No problem in the daytime. “The 
enemy can see your dust from a long 
ways,” Guyan said as his eyes swept 
across the featureless terrain below 
his tank. 

“But we can see him before he can see 
us, especially at night,” the 25-year-old 
shavetail said. “Even if we see each other 
at the same time, we’ll still get the first 
shot in.” 

Sergeant Ross, who believes his tank 
has one of the best fire control systems on 
the market today said, “We can pump 
some rounds downrange pretty quickly.” 

Probably the biggest challenge in the 
desert is learning to drive from point A to 
point B without getting stuck or driving off 
a cliff like the one immediately in front of 
Guyan’s tank. 

Carey Sutterfield is used to driving his 
Ml through the forests of West Germany, 
but there are no trees where he’s driving 
now. And that’s comforting to the young 
soldier. 

“There really ain’t nothing you can hit 
out here,” Sutterfield said as he slid into 
the forward hatch and wiggled down into 
his reclining couch like the sand viper that 
hides in the rocks near his tank. 

“You could fall asleep and drive for 
miles, ’cause there’s nothing out there,” 
he laughed. 

Visibility is limited on moonless nights, 
even with night-vision viewers up front, 
but on moonlit nights, driving an Ml tank 
across the desert is like driving down the 
Santa Monica Freeway in California at 
40 mph. 

However, drivers like Sutterfield have 
to be constantly on the lookout for dark 
spots in the sand, a sign of salt marshes 
where heavy tanks could bog down and 
become stranded. 

Sutterfield worries most about throwing 
a track in battle and being left behind. “I 
know my platoon wouldn’t do that, but the 
thought of being left out there on the 
battlefield still scares me,” he said. 


The desert takes on a totally different 
look after dark. Shadows and the way the 
moon bathes the hills around the 3rd Bn 
make the landscape look surreal. 

“During the daytime, it’s easier to 
navigate, because we can see the sun and 
tell which way we’re headed,” Guyan said 
as he wiped the sweat off his skinhead. 
“But at night, we have to dismount and 
use a hand-held compass, and tankers 
don’t like to get off their tanks — too 
dangerous.” 

Navigating unfamiliar, featureless 
terrain at night is where guys like Guyan 
have an edge over the Iraqi tankers. 

“We have night vision devices the 
Iraqis don’t have. We can see through 
smoke they can’t see through, so we own 
the night,” the young lieutenant said as he 
told his crew to saddle up. 

Although Guyan feels he has superior 
equipment, he fears being outflanked. 
“Having a tank come up from behind us 


M1A1 TANK 




Crew: 

4 


Combat weight: 

65 tons 


Width: 

3.657m 


Height: 

2.886m 


Max road speed: 

40 mph 


Max cross-country speed: 29 mph 


Armament (main): 

120mm gun 


Armament (coaxial): 

7.62mm gun 

1 



could be fatal,” Guyan said, “because the 
rear of any tank is its weakest point.” 

“We can take almost anything head on 
and keep on trucking, but if something gets 
to our rear, even infantry, we could get 
hurt,” he observed. 

That’s why tanks maneuver in such a 
way as to be able to “swat flies” off their 
turrets with bursts of machine-gun fire 
from one .50 cal. or two 7.62mm 
machine guns. 

As Guyan’s crew prepared to leave the 
ridge and move to another position for the 
night, we talked about when war might 
break out in the Persian Gulf. 

When Will It Hit the Fan? 

Guyan thinks the “shit will hit the fan in 
the middle of the night” for a couple of 
reasons. 

“It has to, because that’s where we have 
an edge,” Guyan said, “and that’s when 
we’ll achieve our biggest shock effect.” 

If there is an offensive in Kuwait, 
whoever gets the jump on the other guy 
will most likely win. 

“Guards that are supposed to be awake, 
sometimes are sleeping,” Guyan said, 
“and it’s easier to surprise an enemy force 


after dark.” 

Unlike the Iraqi armored units they may 
face, none of Guyan’s crew has any 
combat experience. All of them are 
“cherries.” And many still have that basic 
training look. 

William Guyan graduated from the 
Officer Basic Course at Fort Knox, 
Kentucky, in June 1990 and spent one 
month at Fort Stewart, Georgia, home of 
the 24th Infantry Division (Mechanized), 
before Iraq invaded Kuwait on 2 August. 

Guyan’s loader, 21-year-old Scott 
Karlock, came straight to Saudi Arabia out 
of Basic and Advanced Infantry Training 
at Fort Knox. While the New Yorker was 
happy about coming to the “Kingdom,” 
he’s not happy about the possibility of 
having to fight. 

“I’m not afraid to fight,” Karlock said 
as he reached into the ammo rack behind 
him in the turret and pulled out a 105mm 
round and slammed it into the breach. “I’ll 
do what I have to do when the time 
comes.” 

Like Karlock who sits beside him inside 
the turret, Sgt. Ross isn’t anxious to go into 
battle either. “But I’m confident my crew 
will go back home together after this thing 
is over.” 

“With our Air Force and Navy to back 
us up, Saddam’s no match for us,” 
Karlock said. “We can still take ’em. They 
don’t have the air support we have, and no 
navy, so I figure we can beat ’em. All we 
gotta do is fight smart.” 

The Ml and its big brother the M1A1 
can fire on the run. “run and gun,” or 
“lase and blaze,” as they say. The book 
calls for a loader like Karlock to be able to 
load a round every five seconds, but 
Karlock says he can “slam a new round 
home every three seconds.” 

Like Karlock, Sgt. Ross is also 
confident of victory. 

The Victory Division 

After all, Ross said, “The 2.4th is the 
Victory Division.” Officers in the 3rd Bn 
always shout, “Victory” when they return 
a salute. 

“I’m just sorry the Iraqis have to be our 
opponents,” Sgt. Ross said, “because 
we’re not going up there to lose.” 

A couple of days before President Bush 
traveled to the Persian Gulf to have 
Thanksgiving Dinner with troops in the 
desert, Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
sent another 250,000 soldiers into Kuwait. 
But that didn’t cause tankers in Delta 
Company to lose any sleep. 

Lieutenant Guyan, who feels few of the 
additional forces are front-line soldiers, 
said, “It reminds me a lot of what Hitler 
did in the waning days of World War II 
before he blew his brains out. Sounds to 
me like Saddam is scraping the bottom of 
the barrel like Hitler did when he fortified 
Berlin with young boys and old men.” 

Guyan’s gunner said the more men 
Hussein sends to Kuwait the bigger the 
targets will be. “I think he’s reaching a 
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ABOVE: Lt. Guyan (at left) and his crew, 
Carey Sutterfield (standing rear), Sgt. 
Earnest Ross (right), Scott Karlock (front). 

RIGHT: Here’s looking at you Saddam, 
through the Ml’s thermal sight at 1,200 
meters. 

break point where he’s got to make a 
decision,” Guyan said as he plugged his 
headset into the intercom system in the 
command cupola where he rides. ‘.‘He’s 
gotta stop bluffing, because we’ve just 
called his bluff.” 

Guyan points to 150,000 more U.S. 
troops heading to Saudi Arabia to give the 
U.S.-led multinational force an offensive 
capability. “I think Saddam is in for a 
shock if he thinks he can hold his own 
against us,” Guyan said. He thinks 
Saddam is getting some bad advice from 
his generals. “Hussein doesn’t understand 
the ferocity of modem warfare.” 

“Saddam bases his tactics on Iraq’s 
eight-year-old war with Iran, a war where 
both sides used human wave tactics, but 
there won’t be any human waves this time, 
and that’s why I think Saddam is going to 



be hurtin’ fast,” Guyan said. And if war 
comes to Kuwait, Lt. William J. Guyan 
doesn’t believe it’s going to be a very long 
battle. Neither does his commanding 
officer. 

Command Interview 
Lieutenant Colonel Dave Jensen from 


Wilmington, Delaware, discussed a likely 
battle scenario as we ate dinner together at 
his rest camp in the Saudi desert. 
Following is a transcript of our exclusive 
interview with the 40-year-oJd 
commanding officer of 3rd Bn, 7th 

Continued on page 87 
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Professional Adventurers 


Invade Costa Rica 


Text & Photos by Tom SJizewski 




iqrla" bur arrival tnSagJq&e, 


to treC togerher jji Costa Rica and pk (nsfr 

aaafess .^.^bSSSeI 


We'd planned- our coverage n 


“Ti 5 J agaj rtsi — t?thJ ng. 

ThW r so_rrtifi(.ffJ"ng r 1 t jflMl- I Jfl 

mnied out to be Raid 
Gautoists, a JJ?-day 

J at A k niter endurance race ” . i +* 

. fhit involved every- 

SuKmT^ . v Ifting JVujtt . raiding to 

rJRSljK^ 1| horstfripfc FiiSingt 

ptrachttrj^g to orient 
■“ ' J ^ (fasjripg, to juxf plain 

hard-ass hunt ping. they fur^fWd, and the first of their 

L _ ££?F-r_vpe im to he two-purr seres ibftows. 

’> '■■*■ sure. We didn't have 

rime totfeJd out awn ’C'LOATING sideways down the Rio 

tem f>n feasi one ihar -C Plaianucs. in a Daihatsu 4X4 with 

would Nve a shot at wfiter sph&hing through the window 

iheiidej, so ^e,opted in$^d to $eml SOF wasn't pan of the plan. But then plins 

Editor Tom F r i.ew*skj and ConttibtifQC rarely survive the point of contact, 

Gbudk L FremooJ daw n k> cm er tors rurher This "contact 1 ' was no exception. SOF 
manic event, held tn one of die most coaTfifcutoT Chuck Fremont ami 3 w*rx on 

heatiidul cau nines in the world (they both the iraii of ihc Raid Gaulqise* (pronounc*d 

went, kiffcrng nnd screammg abtuiE ''.'?drd - tiau!-w* l?j. a unifjue race"ad's e ntu■ e 

ship rouT>. hrn ffttv went). Somehow endurance contesl shat defies easy 
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For four days teams strailed into Jimenez 
along Ibis beach, 


wilt chcue vfihicie$-..(Lwa of^tTeiu 
being truck*}, we, made it So Lirncjj^ 

(jjnoo is L’R's major porf on the 
Caribbean side and is populated primarily 
by Afro-Tarilabe ana who settled here ai ibc 
turn of the century when railroad jobs were 
plentiful and cheap t^Nf flooded ieiio die 
country L While ihc town ititjf is nmhing to 
look ut, the beaches around it are magnets 
for sun-worshiper and .surfers alike. 

The sine»pecie4 arrival of some 3flQ 
JI TnideTs ,p and support staff rilled all 
available lodging- Wed almost resigned 
ourselves to camping when we struck pay 
dirt and found a room as the Catoridj 
Gxrfjffl&s, a living monument to Third 
VVorldlincsS, The refrigeustor, which 
wasn’t plugged in and smelled like a 
refrigerator that hasn't been plugged in, 
had more rust than patnL On top was what 
had to be the world’s least ambitious 
cockroach. This El tile guy was moving so 
-slow a, passing snail would hav£ blown 
him off rhe road. Eight hours later he still 
hadn't made it across. 

On the lable was a covered bowl which 
contained a solid blob of crystallized 


The show-er had towels that l 


Toam EQuinoKB emerges from ihe rain 
forest lor the final leg mto San Gerardo after 
~mpPe Ihan three days on the mouniaio. 


sugar. 

normally wouldn’t dry my dog off whh 
— small, moldy h worn-out rags. 

We unloaded our gear and spent several 
hours running down the GauloSses man¬ 
agement. Miracle of miracles, we finally 
succeeded in finding someone who admit- 
ted 11 ? knowing somcihing about the Raid. 
‘There's a pfos center at the Atarfbu 
Caribe Hotel/' we were mli We made our 
wav there and found the pres? center 
staffed by :wo native women who knew, 
absolutely nothing about the Raid. “" Wait 
for press me cling later/' they communi¬ 


cated in pidgin English. 

Later there was indeed a pre^ briefing 
where we met Ihc man behind the Raid, 
Gerard Fusil. Trite 45 it may sound, Fusil, 
44, looked like an older Indiana Jones with 
his booney hat, rugged features, just a hint 
nf a beard and a gtearrr of adventure in his 
_*y£. Fusil's no stranger to living on the 
edge; he- -was a member of the four-man 
crew thal broke the transatlantic yachting 
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record in 1981 and has acted as scout/ 
pointman for the Paris-Dakar desert rally 
(in which several competitors die each 
year), among other things. 

Fusil was in his element here, heading 
up the event he founded, the 2nd annual 
Raid Gauloises. The first was in Novem¬ 
ber 1989 in New Zealand. As Fusil 
describes it, “The Raid Gauloises is a 
concept of sporting adventure which calls 
on the resources and knowledge of man 
alone ... it implies total autonomy in a 
natural environment, a different lifestyle 
diagonally opposed to normal daily life.” 

300km of Jungle 

The Raid is basically a contest in which 
teams of five competitors, a least one of 
whom must be a woman, race to be the 
first to finish. The Raid started on the 
Caribbean/Atlantic coast and wound its 
way diagonally across the country to the 
Pacific coast, a distance of more than 
300km. Unlike pure endurance contests, 
such as triathalons and “Iron Man” races, 
in the Raid your brain power is as 
important as your physical conditioning. 
There’s no official route to take for much 
of the race; your team is given checkpoints 
on the map and you orienteer your way 
toward them, taking any route you choose. 

Thirty-four teams anteed up the nearly 
$10,000 entry fee to compete. Twenty- 
eight teams were French, one French- 
Gabonese-New Zealander, one Belgian, 
one Luxembourgian, two Costa Rican and 
one multinational team of journalists. All 
but the Luxembourgian and one CR team 
had sponsors with deep pockets behind 
them to pay the entry fee and the remain¬ 
ing $10,000-$50,000 needed to field a 
team. 

With each team are at least two support 
members who drive a support vehicle to 
meet their team at predesignated assis¬ 
tance/resupply points. One member of 
each team is designated the captain and 
must prove his orienteering knowledge 
before being allowed to start. Each team 
must also include a certified river guide. 

When you figure in air fare for seven 
people, 4X4 rental, food for two weeks and 
specialized clothing and equipment, it’s 
easy to see how the cost adds up. Raid 
Gauloises provides the required canoes, 
rafts and parachutes; the teams provide the 
rest. 

With two inflatable canoes per team 
rigged in various configurations, the teams 
lined up on the beach at Playa Bonita near 
Puerto Limon on 1 December. A gunshot 
signalled “go” and 170 raiders hit the 
surf. They were required to canoe several 
klicks along the coast, land on the beach, 
then carry their canoes a short stretch to 
the Tortuguero canal. Here, they re- 
embarked for the trip to Barra Matina 
Norte, more than 20km away. 

Airborne in Banana Land 

No road parallels the canal, so support 
vehicles had a 40km trip through 



seemingly endless expanses of banana 
fields. Bananas are CR’s number one cash 
crop. Though more labor intensive than 
cattle or coffee, they yield 284 times more 
money per acre than cattle. 

Racing through plantations in dust 
plumes left by faster vehicles, 1 got the 
feeling of being in a road rally. Several 
times, someone in a greater hurry than 1 
would whip by on the shoulder of the road. 
I could usually only catch a glimpse of a 
bestickered jeep, and was left eating dust. 

Eventually, the dust caked everything 
and 1 was forced to wipe off the gauges just 
to read them. Visibility was no more than 


20 feet, as I was reminded whenever I 
failed to notice a hole in the road. 
Suddenly — “kaachuuunng” — the jeep 
was airborne. 

I had jumped over the tracks of the 
Atlantic Railroad. Financed by European 
money and built by foreign laborers, these 
tracks were the only way to travel coast to 
coast in CR until a road was completed in 
1970. Construction took 19 years, killed 
4,000 workers and cost $8 million (an 
unheard-of sum at the time). The train still 
runs daily from San Jose, the capital, to 
Limon, and fare is only a buck; the trip 
takes only two hours by car, however, and 
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seven to eight by train. 

Thankfully, the train was nowhere to be 
seen when I flew over’the crossing, which 
resembled a ski jump as much as anything 
else. Afterwards I ran into the first of many 
detours from the road, none of which 
showed up on either of my two maps. With 
a compass, some recognizable landmarks, 
and common sense, I found the one dirt 
trail that led to Barra Matina Norte, which 
turned out to be a single house with a 
small pier. 

The first teams arrived at the finish 
about four hours after starting. Teams 
continued to straggle in until mid- 
afternoon. After their arrival times were 
recorded, they boarded their support 
vehicles for the road trip to Grano De Oro. 

Though the physical distance between 
Barra Matina Norte and Grano De Oro is 
only 120km, the last 25km are what the 
French referred to as route de terre — dirt 
road. Calling this last stretch a dirt road is 
like calling a marathon a jog around the 
block. While true, it doesn’t begin to give 
you the full picture. The route to Grano De 
Oro indeed started as a dirt road, became a 
four-wheel drive trail, then degenerated 
into a goat track. Twenty-five klicks took 
us two hours in four-wheel drive low. 

It was just beginning to get dark when 
we arrived at the cow pasture which served 
as the bivouac site. We found ourselves 
deep in CR’s mystical cloud forest, an area 
of perpetual rain — up to 360 inches a 
year. The rain is a light, constant drizzle 
that soaks you to the skin within minutes 
of exposure. We set up our shelters and ate 
Lurp rations. It was my first experience 
with these bags of epicurean delight. They 
beat the heck out of MREs and C-Rats, but 
the plastic spoon was still the best part. 

At 0300 the Cows Came Home 

It rained all evening and throughout the 
night. Just before 0300 I woke to find a 
large member of the bovine family 
standing next to my tent. A French team 
had knocked over the fence allowing the 
cows to wander among the tents. I glared at 
it in a daze, trying to communicate that 
now would not be a good time to relieve 
itself. It was gone when I again woke, 
leaving no large oval-shaped surprises. 

At 0530 on 2 December, the first team 
set off for the most grueling part of the 
Raid. Depending on how teams finished in 
the canoeing, they started at timed 
intervals on a hike from Grano De Oro to 
San Gerardo, a distance of more than 
70km over some of the roughest terrain CR 
has to offer. 

From Grano De Oro through three 
checkpoints at Sitio Hilda, Point 3333 and 
Chirripo (the highest point in southern 
Central America), the teams were racing to 
be first across the mountain. It always 
rains at this altitude, there are rivers to 
cross, serious mud to contend with, and 
only unmapped, often overgrown, Indian 
trails to walk along. It was more than many 
teams could handle. 


The support teams and I left via the 
route de “terror” we came in on and drove 
the circuitous road around the mountain to 
Cartago and on to San Isidro, then back up 
into the forest of clouds to San Gerardo. 
Like almost every place we camped, San 
Gerardo didn’t appear on anything but the 
most detailed of maps. To no one’s 
surprise, it was raining; there were brief 
respites from the constant drizzle, but it 
basically rained for three straight days. 

We received updates on the teams as 
they reached the checkpoints (note that the 
teams take the name of their sponsors). At 
Sitio Hilda, Cafe Brit (Costa Rican 
premium coffee) showed up first, with 
L’Arche (a French restaurant chain similar 
to Howard Johnson’s) 40 minutes behind. 
Delmas (a French shipping business) came 
in another 20 minutes back. At Point 3333, 
Cafe Brit still held the lead, but non- 
sponsored Team Costa Rica had moved 
into second, with Delmas just behind. At 
the third checkpoint, Chirripo, Team Costa 
Rica was in first place, Cafe Brit in second, 
and L’Arche in third. 

Team Costa Rica pushed its way into 
San Gerardo just after 1300 on 4 
December. Cafe Brit was close behind 
with the French Groupe D’Intervention 
Gendarmerie Nationale (GIGS) — the 
national military police antiterrorist group 
sponsored by Gore-Tex — moving up to 
third. The Gabonese woman on the 
Delmas team developed altitude sickness 
and gave up. Members from several teams 
surrendered, and at least three were 
evacuated by helicopter on the first two 
days alone. Many looked like death 
warmed-over by the time they wandered 
into San Gerardo. 

Rafting the General 

The next leg called for rafting down the 
Rio General from San Isidro to Paso Real, 
a distance of more than 70km. At Paso 
Real the teams switched from raft to canoe 
for the final 30km stretch to Palmar Norte. 
Here, they were picked up by their support 
vehicles and driven along 17km of 
labyrinthine dirt tracks, deep in coffee 
country, to the hamlet of Sierpe. 

The waters of the Rio General are class 
4 and 5 whitewater rapids. This means that 
they are fast and more-or-less safe, though 
deaths are not unheard-of on class 5 rapids. 
Teams were not allowed to travel between 
1730 and 0530 on any portion of the river 
due to the danger of rafting at night. 

River travel allowed the teams to cover 
ground in much shorter time than traveling 
on foot. By 7 December, the lead teams 
were canoeing toward the Pacific Ocean 
along the Rio Sierpe to Guerra, where they 
disembarked and made their way 60km on 
foot along the Osa Peninsula to Carate. In 
Carate each team took on three horses for 
the final 40km stretch to the finish. 

Horses proved to be a mixed blessing. 
For those who knew how to handle them, 
three members from a team could ride at a 
steady pace. Most, however, had no 


horsemanship skills and could barely get 
them to move. At least one team 
abandoned a slow-moving horse. 

There was no way to follow the teams 
once they left Sierpe, as the river ran 
through virgin rain forest. The next place 
to catch a glimpse of the raiders was 
outside of Puerto Jimenez, the major town 
on the Osa Peninsula and the finish line for 
the Raid Gauloises. 

We spent a night in Palmar Norte, where 
sleeping space was so rare locals took in 
some of the overflow by renting out rooms 
in their houses. I was saved from having to 
sleep in a closet (a bargain at $6 a night) by 
a British camera team I’d helped earlier. 
They were trying to follow the Raid in a 
Toyota sedan — an impossibility. Their 
car didn’t even last one day along a 
sort-of-paved road. 

Highway to Hell 

If there is a highway to Hell, it must 
look a lot like the Inter-Americana 
between Palmar Norte and the 
Panamanian border. With potholes that 
could more accurately be classified as 
foxholes, and the occasional street-wide 
trench, this stretch of road ages cars fast. I 
saw numerous car carcasses along the side 
of the road, and it was no mystery how 
they got that way. 

Driving on this “road” was reminiscent 
of a Mad Max movie, and a recipe for 
disaster. Though they always blew by too 
fast to see, I could swear all the truck 
drivers had mohawks and full-body 
tattoos. My personal lowlight came when a 
Raid Gauloises support vehicle, stacked so 
full of gear it blocked its rear window and 
mirrors, passed me, came to a complete 
stop in the middle of the highway, then 
proceeded in reverse until, over my 
screaming horn, it slammed into my 
vehicle. That’s when I learned of CR’s 
simple, no-hassle insurance system: If the 
damage is to your car, it’s your fault. C’est 
la vie. 

There’s a world of difference once you 
get off the Inter-Americana and onto the 
road to Rincon. This is the nicest 21km of 
continuous road in the country. The 
motorcyclist in me took over as we sliced 
through the serpentine red-paved roadway: 
We didn’t see so much as a single human 
being as we made our way to Rincon, past 
mountains of blood-red earth. The local 
name for it is terra rosa — literally, red 
earth. It’s actually oxidized iron — rust 
— that has mixed with the dirt to turn it a 
blood red. 

At Rincon, the road becomes dirt again. 
It’s slow going to Jimenez, but at least the 
rivers are bridged (mostly with World War 
Il-era Bailey bridges). Jimenez and most 
of the Osa peninsula are effected by a freak 
weather pattern that, like the cloud forests 
of the central mountains, results in huge 
amounts of rain, upwards of 150 inches a 
year. 

Few people live out in this almost 
prehistoric land, and over 108,000 acres 
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are protected by the government against 
commercial exploitation. This has made 
Osa a paradise of vegetation and wildlife. 
To date, 500 species of trees and more than 
285 types of birds have been identified. 
The point was brought home to me when 
upon entering Jimenez, there were seven 
Scarlet Macaws perched 
in a tree. Later, one sidled 
up to a bar we were in and 
cawed-out what sounded 
like, “Polly want a rum 
and coke.” The barkeep 
satisfied it with wet soda 
crackers. It emptied its 
glass, swaggered along 
the bar John Wayne style, 
and flew out the door. 

Thoroughly tired of 
camping and among the 
first to arrive in Jimenez, 
we got ourselves a room 
— no extra charge for the 
large mold growing on 
the wall. Within a couple 
of hours we were out on 
our asses, asked to leave 
because some French 
microphone holder had 
our room reserved. Since 
the mold had doubled in size in the two 
hours we’d been there, and a sweet-faced 
girl had drawn the short straw and had to 
approach the two guys from SOF to ask 
them to leave, we didn’t raise a fuss. Not 
content to hang around with the other press 
taking happy-snaps at the finish line, we 
decided to head into the rain forest to meet 
the lead teams. 

A Taste of the Russian Front 

The invincible, two-tone, slightly 
dented Daihatsu from Hell roared to life 
and off we went. Our 1989-dated U.S. 
Army Escape & Evasion map showed a 
sort of road going up to Carate, where the 
teams would pick up their horses. What it 
didn’t show was the more than eight 
unbridged streams and rivers one had to 
cross to get there. Heading into the jungle 
the tide was low and we crossed with ease. 
Some 20 klicks into the interior, we ran 
into full-fledged, drive-in-and-drown 
river. Showing perhaps uncharacteristic 
good sense, we did not attempt fording. 

Instead, we turned around looking for a 
way to drive through the jungle to the 
beach, along which the teams would most 
likely be traveling. Night fell like a 
hammer, and what had been a barely 
navigable dirt track became a nightmare of 
mud, rocks and vehicle-swallowing 
ditches; the jeep slid along out of control 
as often as not. With a symphony of skid 
plate impacts drowning out the sound of 
the straining motor and odd kamikaze owls 
buzzing the headlights, we plodded along. 

More disheartening was the fact that the 
rivers we were crossing seemed to be 
getting deeper — as indeed they were; the 
tide was coming in. I managed to keep us 
moving along fairly well and only slipped 


completely off the track once. Getting a 
4X4 stuck so it won’t move in either 
direction makes for tense moments, but we 
wriggled loose. 

All went relatively well until we ran into 
“the river.” A local was waiting on the 
opposite side when we arrived, and his 
advice was to wait 20 
minutes before fording. 
Fremont threw an object 
in the river to gauge the 
tide and found it was 
getting deeper, not 
shallower —we had to 
cross now! 

Fremont got out. I took 
a deep breath and slowly 
entered the river; the local 
looked perplexed. As 

noted at the beginning of 
this story, the car briefly 
floated. Water splashed 

through the windows and 
the headlights were 
completely submerged, 
when unexpectedly the car 
touched bottom and 
roared out under its own 
power, whereupon it 

promptly stalled. 

“Pequeno pero fuerte/” the local 
exclaimed, not hiding his amazement 

— “small but strong.” We found out the 
next day that two vehicles were complete 
losses after being washed 
into the Pacific while 
trying to ford these rivers. 

The Daihatsu started 
again but would no 
longer idle. We found a 
way to the beach and set 
up camp. For the next 
two days we photo¬ 
graphed and talked with 
the lead teams heading 

into Jimenez. 

After all that work, we 
missed the first place 
team. Exhausted, we 
crashed into our 
hammocks and slept. At 
around 0400 by my 
reckoning, the French 
GIGS team rode by 
without waking us (or 
even seeing us). Some 
two hours later, Team 
Costa Rica rode up; 
unfortunately they’d lost a team member 
and could no longer win. Hours behind 
them came the L’Arche team. Teams that 
had started out at the mountain 10 minutes 
apart were now hours and even days apart. 
Many teams had to be led off the mountain 
by a guide flotfn in by helicopter. 

Though teams drop out, individuals are 
never forced to quit. If your team loses 
more than two people, you can take on 
members from other teams. This makes 
you ineligible to win, but allows all 
individuals to finish the Raid if they are 
able. You’re not out of it until you 


surrender or until the 12th day, when all 
teams must be finished. 

As it turned out, the first team finished 
early in the afternoon on 8 December. The 
GIGS team would have made it several 
hours earlier, but was forced to wait for the 
tide to recede as the finish line was located 
on a tidal mud flat that was under water for 
much of the day. They waited for hours, 
but when they saw Team Costa Rica 
approaching on the horizon, decided to 
force their horses to swim to the finish. It 
worked, though one horse almost drowned 
and literally had to be given human-to- 
horse resuscitation. 

On 12 December it was over, and all 
team members that wanted to boarded 
planes for a flight up the coast to Quepos, 
where they made a parachute jump to 
officially mark the end of the 2nd Raid 
Gauloises. 

We headed back to what the locals in 
Jimenez called “the anthill” — San Jose. 
It turned out we hadn’t followed any of our 
original plan, but managed to keep up with 
the Raid at every step. The participants 
also found that you can’t experience 
something like this by following a set 
scheme. Skill, flexibility and perseverance 
will win out over a plan every time. 

It would be a crime to end this article 
without giving the host country, Costa 
Rica, a plug. The Ticos, as Costa Ricans 
refer to themselves, are a warm, friendly 
people, and the country 
they live in is an 
outdoorsmen’s paradise. 
Outside magazine said, 
“This West Virginia-size 
chunk of Central America 
offers more beauty and 
adventure per acre than 
any other place in the 
world.” I agree. But 
regardless of location, the 
Raid Gauloises is one 
heck of an adventure. 

Who are the people that 
participate in this event? 
How can you join? Stay 
tuned next month for 
Chuck Fremont's account 
of his trek through the 
mountains and interviews 
with the raiders.^ 


TOP TO BOTTOM: 

The last 100 yards before the finish. 

Scarlet Macaw orders a drink. 

Youths carry coffee to market. 

Rafting down the Rio General on Day 5. 
Photo: Chuck Fremont 

Organizer Gerard Fusil briefs New 
Caledonia team before mountain trek. 

Manic scene at cow pasture bivouac site on 
Day 2. 

Bananas, bananas everywhere. Raiders 
during hump over mountains. Photo: Chuck 
Fremont 



Captain of winning GIGS/Gore- 
Tex team after three-day hump 
over mountains. 



Team Lyofal briefly gets above the 
cloud forest during Day 1 of 
mountain trek. Photo: Chuck 
Fremont 
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FAST AND 

FURIOUS 

by Edward Brown 


T HE lead man of the FAST (Fleet 
Antiterrorist Security Team) kept to 
the shadows alongside the still-silent 
building at the Naval Operations Base 
(NOB), Norfolk. Glancing back in the 
gloom, he could barely make out the five 
other Marines close behind him, all in 
camouflage paint, loaded with grenades 
and carrying pistols, 9mm submachine 
guns, 12-gauge shotguns with 00 buck, 
and M16A2s. The beating of a helicopter 
in the distance was growing louder. It 
wouldn’t be long now. 

The unthinkable had finally happened. 
Terrorists were making their first massive 
strike in the United States, at the home port 
of the Atlantic fleet in Virginia, and were 
trying to do as much damage (and cause as 
much embarrassment) as they could before 
being overwhelmed by the American re¬ 
sponse. However, no sooner had the 
terrorists gotten aboard NOB than their 
plans went awry. They’d cut their way 
undetected through the fence after a car- 
fire diversion at the main gate, but soon 
afterwards had been forced to start shoot¬ 
ing and so disclose their presence when a 
roving patrol of the Security Force Battal¬ 
ion spotted them. The terrorists hurriedly 
split up into nine seven-man groups and 
ran for previously selected objectives on 
the base. The good news was that soon 
after their night-time incursion, eight of 
these terrorist teams had already been 
rolled up by quick action — the bad that 
there was at least one group still loose, and 
if they were equipped like their fanatic 
brothers-in-arms already down, they had 
automatic weapons and rucksacks full of 
ammunition and Semtex plastic explosive. 

The Response 

The Marine Corps has in place and 
ready to go in both FMF (Fleet Marine 
Force) Atlantic and Pacific, two 
companies of FAST Marines. The Atlantic 
Company consists of eight officers and 
337 enlisted men, the Pacific Company six 
officers and 250 enlisted men, all equipped 
and trained to be the cutting edge of the 
sword that deals with terrorists who 


attempt to board U.S. Naval installations 
with evil intent. FAST is a state-of-the-art 
response to the contemporary threat to our 
country from fanatics of the Third World. 

FAST companies are part of a fairly new 
formation, the Marine Corps Security 
Force Battalion (MCSFBn). Four years 
ago, after a high-level study team 
determined that the terrorist danger was 
real and not likely to go away, and that we 
had to have in our people inventory 
Marines specially trained for anti- 
terrorism, these two battalions on the East 
and West Coasts were organized and came 
on line in the spring of 1987. Marine Corps 
Security Force Companies of the 
MCSFBn replaced most of the Marine 
barracks security elements all over the 
world, but they operate with a consid¬ 
erably wider brief than this traditional 
— and very largely ceremonial — unit of 
the “Old Corps.” 

In December 1988 Marines stood their 
last watches at naval installation gates 
everywhere, and MCSFBn, the size of a 
beefed up regiment, began the serious 
work of developing effective training and 
procedures to thwart the terrorist threat. 
This included antiterrorist training for 
security at the MCSF companies in places 
such as Norfolk and Charlestown, 
Virginia, and Kings Bay, Georgia —as 
well as those in London, Rota, Naples, and 
Bermuda. On the Pacific side, this meant 
companies in Adak, North Island, Diego 
Garcia and Alameda. 

They also train the Marines who are 
assigned to detachments aboard ships of 
the fleet. One of the most important of 
MCSFBn tasks is to prepare cadre to go 
out and conduct training programs in 
marksmanship and tactics for shore 
installation sailors who might one day find 
themselves putting this training into 
practice in dealing with terrorist raids. 

Fast and Furious 

The Fleet Antiterrorist Security Tfeam is 
the shock troop element of the MCSFBn. 
With its eight officers and 337 enlisted 
men, it’s about a third bigger than the 


average Marine Corps letter line company. 
It breaks down into a company 
headquarters and six platoons of three 
squads each, a squad consisting of two 
teams of six and seven men respectively. 
Endemic to these platoons are specialist 
“Close Quarter Battle” (CQB) groups 
whose metier is room clearing. There is 
also a Weapons Platoon, equipped with 
mortars, machine guns, and SMAWS 
(short-range man-portable antitank 
weapons). 

There are two ways to come to FAST 
— by assignment as a Marine ’03, or by 
volunteering — but making the grade and 
staying there takes some considerable 
doing. Enlisted Marines get to a FAST 
company after boot camp, seven weeks of 
MCT (Marine Combat Training), and 
another seven weeks of SOI (School of 
Infantry), the MOS school for Marine 
grunts. 

Then it’s on to the Marine Corps 
Security Force- Battalion and four more 
weeks of specialized training which will 
give the Marine what he needs to begin 
pulling his weight when he gets his FAST 
assignment. Coming from Boot Camp via 
MCT and the SOI, of course, the FAST 
aspirant is already a disciplined, trained 
Marine, but he still has plenty to learn here 
before he can call himself a FAST Marine. 

Training to be Prepared 

SOF spent three days observing some of 
this training at Camp A.P. Hill in Virginia, 
a venerable Army field training base, and 
at the MCFSBn facility (unnamed for 
security reasons) on the Virginia-North 
Carolina border. Though some of the 
MCSFBn antiterrorist training is 
classified, one thing for sure is that it’s 
heavy on weapons work. Trainees fire 
many rounds through an assortment of 
fairly exotic weapons at close range dis- 

LCpls. Mario Peco (foreground) and John 
Newman of FAST company Weapons 
Platoon, MCSFBn, man an M60E3 machine 
gun after simulated chemical attack on U.S. 
Naval Station, Mayport, Florida. Photo: 
SSgt. Earnie Grafton, USMC PAO 
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FAST is not merely an acronym — these Leathernecks are trained to 
react to a terrorist threat with speed and precision, no matter where 
it is. Photo: SSgt. Earnie Grafton, USMC PAO 



Marine training with Colt submachine gun on range at Camp A.P. Hill. 
Note Second Chance vest, ‘gunslinger” after-market holster for 
9mm pistol. Photo: Ed Brown 
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FAST team at door, ready to breach with 
shotgun and rush. H&K MP5 A3 
submachine gun carried by last team 
member is fitted with grenade launcher that 
can fire gas, explosive, signaling rounds. 
Photo: Ed Brown 

tances of 3, 7, 10, 15 and 25 meters under 
varying conditions, with the stress not only 
on boosting skills for immediate aimed 
fire, but also on developing the capacity to 
make instant judgments on when to keep 
what FAST calls a “straight trigger 
finger” to avoid puncturing innocent 
hostages or bystanders. 

After finishing the basic course in 9mm 
pistol, they go to the combat course, firing 
round after round in the standing, 
kneeling, both-knees-down, and prone 
positions, depending on how far the target 
is downrange. Trainees also learn how to 
fire from behind barricades. After 
satisfying exacting range instructors like 
Gunnery Sergeant David Everts (“We 
make sure here that if they ever get into a 
shooting confrontation, which means they 
have to defend themselves, they will be 
able to do it — and that we’ll be proud of 
them”), they go on to the shotgun. 
Gunnery Sergeant Everts explains, “We 
try to get the idea across that whatever they 
can do with a rifle, they can do with a 
shotgun. We use the same terms for both 
weapons, such as ‘field carry’ and 
‘condition three weapon,’ which means 
loaded magazine, no round in the chamber, 
safety on, so what the Marine has learned 
in SOI for the M16A2 prepares him for the 
shotgun.” 

Shotguns for Surgery 

Lieutenant Colonel Donald Turner, Ex- 
ecutive Officer of MCSFBn, makes the 
further point that “We feel we’ve only 
scratched the surface with the shotgun in 
the Marine Corps. We’re reviving and 
‘rehabing’ it as a weapon whose patterning 
can be effectively used for precision work 
rather than street sweeping. It really is a 
most versatile weapon, and that is brought 
out in our schooling with it here.” And the 
shotgun the Corps is using these days, a 
Mossberg with nine-round magazine, full 
choke and rifle-type sights, will put the 
00 buck or rifled slug just where the 
shooter tells it to go. 

After qualifying with both pistol and 
shotgun, trainees begin the tactical firing 
course that requires them to move forward, 
back, and laterally, engaging targets as 
they go. Everts notes, “By the time we get 
finished with them here, they are on the 
way to being fairly proficient with both 
shotgun and 9mm. It’s 12 days of intensive 
day-and-night training and each Marine 
winds up having fired 835 rounds in the 
course.” 

Steel Targets, Paintballs and Realism 

The range at A.P. Hill for advanced 
firing features moving targets with life- 
sized bad guys painted on them and 


FAST IN THE GULF 


The Marine PAO advises that se¬ 
curity considerations preclude “any 
mention of FAST elements in the 
Gulf.” This disclaimer aside, it’s a good 
bet that not only bits and pieces of 
FAST, but big chunks of FAST’S par¬ 
ent Marine Corps Security Force Bat¬ 
talion as well are in-theater with a 
vigilant eye to thwart any terrorist 
attempts on U.S. headquarters 
groups. As Marines know from bitter 
experience, this part of the world is a 
breeding ground for terrorists of every 
anti-Western stripe. 

With two-thirds of the Corps dug in 
there just waiting to see the. whites of 
Iraqi eyes over battle sights, it would 
be strange indeed to leave behind the 
premier troops of FAST and the MCSF 
battalions. 

In the words of one MCSF Battalion 
spokesman, “Our training scenario 
has remained relatively unchanged 
and there have been no changes in 
our equipment.” Since FAST already 
has in its bag of tricks the widest 
variety of goodies and ordnance to 
sustain operations everywhere from 
jungles to arctic tundras, it's unlikely 
FAST Marines needed anything more 
than a few sets of chocolate-chip 
BDUs and lightweight skivvies before 
they headed out to Saudiland to take 
care of business. 

— E.B. 


“shooting on steel” with knockdown 
silhouettes. Captain Bill Cope, in charge 
up here, says, “Nothing’s written in stone 
— we’re always trying to improve our 
instruction, and we’ve recently gone from 
four to six weeks of firing. We have them 
shoot down lanes, as if they were in a 
building corridor, and that gets the Marine 
ready for the shooting house exercises 
later. We have a ‘man on man’ race in 
which two Marines side-by-side on the 
firing line engage targets with the SMG, 
then shift to the pistol.” 

Besides using A.P. Hill and their facility 
on the Carolina border, FAST Marines 
train and shoot at Fort Bragg, Camp 
LeJeune, Fort Pickett, even the FBI “Tire 
House” at Quantico. They train in the 
shooting house at Hill and a ramshackle 
building at Norfolk, the “Paint House,” 
for paintball exercises. 

Asked by SOF what he thought of all 
this shooting, Lance Corporal Harry Jones 
said he enjoyed it tremendously. “Where 
else in the world could you fire so many 
rounds and actually get money for it? And 
it’s paying off — after only one week here 
my confidence and shooting skills have 
improved greatly.” 

Favorite Guns and Fast Rope 

Lance Corporal Vhnce Morris said, 
“It’s the second time I’ve been through the 
school, and it’s even better this time 
around. I really feel confident that if I ever 
had to put into practice what I’ve learned 


here, there would be no problem whatso¬ 
ever.” Asked which weapon in the FAST 
battery he preferred, Morris replied, “The 
HK. The Colt fires a bit low and you have 
to hold high Kentucky windage with it, but 
the MP5 A3 impacts right where you point 
it.” 

“The only trouble is,” said FAST 
Company First Sergeant Steve Mellinger, 
who overheard this opinion, “the HK costs 
about twice as much as the Colt.” 

Despite the popularity of the MP5 A3 
and Colt SMG here, there are some 
Marines who still swear by their updated 
Ml6s — Sergeant R.L. Parson, for one, 
who stated, “I like all the live firing we do, 
and I’m improving my marksmanship 
every day with all these weapons, but my 
favorite weapon remains the M16A2. I 
really enjoy firing it and think this rifle is 
a real step up from the old M16A1.” 

And to get Marines where the bad guys 
are to employ some of these highly 
developed shooting skills, FAST has some 
insertion tricks that are mind-boggling. 
These include “fast roping,” and a 
dizzying, head-first rappel using a figure- 
eight descender, snap links and tactical sit 
harness called the “spider crawl.” 

They practice these techniques on a 
structure the SeaBees built for them at the 
MCSFBn facility south of Norfolk. The 
tower, almost a dead ringer for one of the 
old 42-footers at the Fort Benning jump 
school, has a helicopter troop- 
compartment mockup on one end, where 
10 men sitting chock-a-block on the deck 
can, in a couple of seconds, slide down two 
fat ropes mounted on either side of the 
chopper by “fast roping.” The “spider 
crawl” rappel used by FAST is even more 
eye-popping. A FAST Marine trussed up 
in what looks like sophisticated rock- 
climbing gear stands at the edge of the 
roof, and controlling his motion with one 
hand on the rappel line that runs through 
the figure-eight descender clipped to his 
waist, lets himself gently fall forward until 
he’s upside down with his feet now 
pointing toward the heavens. He then 
works his way down the wall, being sure to 
keep his upslope line clear of windows so 
as not to give himself away. He can crab 
along the wall horizontally to a degree, and 
look into the building as he goes. He even 
has the ability to draw his pistol and 
engage a target inside if this is warranted. 
During training the spider crawler is 
belayed from below by a Marine standing 
well out from the wall, but in an action 
situation he’d be on his own. 

Self-Discipline 

Of course a high degree of physical 
fitness is required for such stunts, and 
FAST commanders take pains to see their 
Marines stay in top shape. Major D.W. 
Reilly, skipper of the MCSFBn FAST 
Company, says this means “a session of 
PT every day, be it exercises or running in 
sweat gear, double-timing in uniform and 
field boots, going through the throws and 
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holds of close combat, or even sometimes 
organized games.” Most Marines, of 
whatever vintage, are in good physical 
shape, but the FAST people SOF saw at 
Norfolk really have that lean and mean 
look. And virtually all of them — officers, 
senior staff NCOs, and men — have 
haircuts that approximate the “wind 
blown” Parris Island clip. 

Though the training of FAST Marines in 
weapons, tactics and patrolling is as 
exacting, or more so, than in any other 
Marine unit, there’s an interesting co¬ 
emphasis throughout toward the 
development of individual self-discipline, 
particularly in the gray areas of when to 
engage and when to hold fire. 

Owing to the kinds of missions FAST is 
tasked with — helping out Naval security 
forces when Marines are required, 
augmenting base security to repel terrorist 
incursions of U.S. naval installations. 


providing security for nuclear refueling/ 
de-fueling ops, and activating contingency 
sites — it’s quite possible a FAST platoon 
or company could end up in a wildly 
anarchic situation with terrorists, civilians 
and hostages mixed up in a melange of 
explosions, firing, burning buildings, 
screaming, and confusion. It is therefore 
imperative that the FAST Marine who 
would be thrust into such a tumult be able 
to keep his cool and, while still having the 
go-ahead and means to defend himself, 
avoid taking out civilians or hostages by 
hasty, ill-considered response or over¬ 
reaction. 

“We’re really not looking for fire 
eaters,” says MCSFBn Lt. Col. Donald 
Turner. “We want mature, disciplined and 
spirited team players who can master the 
varied and complex skills needed for 
success in FAST type missions. Just Cause 
was unique for FAST. The kinds of 
missions we’ve had have largely been on 
Naval installations, providing security in a 
permissive environment. But we want to 
be the best at our job, whether it’s 
providing security or going into an urban- 
type environment (in which U.S. or 


foreign nationals would be threatened) and 
selectively engaging targets.” 

Lieutenant Colonel Turner continued, 
“We never lose sight of what everything 
rests on here. The proficiency, training, 
desire, and expertise of the individual 
Marine — these are the basics that we 
focus on first and foremost. That’s what 
held us together in Panama. The FAST 
Marines down there had access to an 
awesome array of weaponry. It could have 
been very easy for them to have become 
mesmerized by the firepower at their 
disposal, but it was our constant emphasis 
in training here that kept the individual 
Marine there on his toes and thinking. 
We’ve proven you can take a disciplined 
18- or 19-year-old and teach him to be 
discriminating, using some of the 
techniques police use, things such as 
‘keeping a straight trigger finger’ after the 
weapon is brought up for possible engage- 


Happy snap of Lieutenant Martin and his 
FAST team shows eight good men and a 
good assortment of mission-oriented 
weapons that include the MP5 A3 and Colt 
9mm submachine guns, 12-gauge Moss- 
berg shotgun, scoped M16A2 rifle, and 
Beretta 9mm service pistol in after-market 
web gear. Photo: Ed Brown 

ment until he’s sure firing is appropriate. 
One of the big reasons FAST was so 
effective in Just Cause was this restraint.” 

At lunch the first day in Norfolk, Lt. 
Col. Turner casually mentioned, “You’re 
going to be impressed with these young 
men you’ll be seeing and talking to the 
next couple of days.” After time with the 
FAST Marines in the field at A.P. Hill and 
the MCSFBn training facility, and seeing 
just how they were training to handle any 
task, SOF has to agree. 

Ed Brown is a former Marine Infantry 
officer and current member of the Marine 
Corps Combat Correspondents Asso¬ 
ciation. He writes for a number of 
newspapers and professional journals, and 
is a frequent contributor to SOF. ^ 


I was able to sit down with people 
in FAST company who had partici¬ 
pated in Just Cause and get some 
informal “After Action Reports” for 
SOF readers. 

Platoon Commander Lieutenant 
Wayne Martin gave some back¬ 
ground: “First Platoon, FAST, got to 
Rodman Naval Base, Panama, as 
part of a routine and ongoing rota¬ 
tion process on 10 December... on 
18 December we started to get the 
feeling that something was about to 
happen, and at 1830 the next day 
—six hours prior to H-Hour — we 
got the word we’d be going in that 
night. 

“We didn’t have time to rehearse 
but earlier we had been able to get 
to Fort Davis on the Atlantic side of 
the Canal for an abbreviated ses¬ 
sion of jungle training/orientation, 
and we then got a chance to work 
with some U.S. Army Black Hawk 
helicopter pilots, ‘fast roping’ and 
flying nap-of-the-earth, Actually, 
when H-Hour was coming up, we 
couldn’t do anything unusual in the 
way of preparation for the operation, 
at least out in the open.., 

“We had two Suburban-type ve¬ 
hicles from the MCSF Company 
there and planned to use these to 
follow the LAVs in trace. We’d 
anticipated that something like Just 
Cause might go and had brought all 
our equipment down, and we had 
everything we needed. We didn’t 
wear helmets, but did have on our 
Second Chance vests, and carried 
120 rounds for the SMGs, 45 for the 
9mm pistol. Each Marine had any¬ 
where from two to four frag gre¬ 
nades, and at least three ‘flash 
bangs.’ Platoon members with 
SMGs also had M16A2s, two had 
M203s, in case of need, and took 
along seven 30-round magazines 
for them. We had eight shotguns for 
breaching purposes. FAST had a 
wide variety of weaponry, and this 
allowed us real flexibility. Whoever 
came up with the idea of attaching 
lights under the barrels of our SMGs 
and 9mm had the right idea. When 
the sun’s up you don’t think about it, 
but when it starts getting dark, 
having that means of illuminating a 
possible target can mean every¬ 
thing.” 

The plan was for Lt. Martin’s 
group (part of which was the spe¬ 
cialist room-clearing-and-urban- 
combat "CQB team”) to move in on 
an objective after the LAI (light 
armored infantry) had put a perime¬ 
ter around it and the LAVs a base of 
fire on it, if necessary. FAST would 
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VIETNAM 

BIRD DOG 

One Flew Over the Hornet’s Nest 

by Bill Hooper as told to Jim Hooper Photos courtesy of the author 



Hooper flies up Highway 1 to DMZ, Photo 
was taken with 500mm lens from another 
Bird Dog. 


Bill Hooper was drafted in December 
1965 and sent to Fort Benning, Georgia, 
for bas/c training then to Fort Sill, Okla¬ 
homa , for advanced infantry training. 
Upon completion he passed the board for 
Officer Candidate School , and received his 
commission as a second lieu tenant in the 
artillery. He was accepted for fixed wing 
flight training and sent to Fort Stewart , 
Georgia, for primary and then Fort Rucker, 
Alabama , for advanced training. 

In June 1968 he arrived in the Republic 
of South Vietnam and was assigned to the 
21st Reconnaissance Aircraft Company 
(*'Black Aces") as an 0-1 Bird Dog pilot. 
Six weeks later, he requested assignment 
to the all-volunteer 220th RAC 
(“Catkillers”) which operated on both 


sides of the DMZ and was considered to 
have the most dangerous mission profile 
for Bird Dogs in the entire theatre. On 23 
March 1969, after Jogging over 900 com¬ 
bat flying hours, the 21 -year-old captain 
was seriously wounded while directing 
artillery fire against an NVA bunker 
system inside North Vietnam. In spite of a 
shattered right arm, he was successful in 
returning to an emergency airstrip south of 
the Ben Hai River. After 18 months in the 
hospital he returned to college, graduating 
with a Masters Degree in Ocean Engineer¬ 
ing. The following is a typical day-in-the- 
life of a Vietnam Bird Dog. 

I ARRIVED in Vietnam as a fresh faced 
20-year-old 1st lieutenant and was as¬ 


signed to the 21st RAC, which was 
headquartered at Chu Lai in I Corps some 
40 or 50 miles south of Danang. I was 
assigned to the 3rd Platoon, which was 
located within a small citadel in the city of 
Quang Ngai. Our flight operations were 
staged out of a small airfield on the 
western side of the Quang Ngai River, 
approximately 5 kilometers from our HQ 
in the citadel. We were tasked with 
providing support to the 1st ARVN Regi¬ 
ment. 

During the latter part of June 1968, 
combined NVA-VC forces were increas¬ 
ing pressure on Quang Ngai in an attempt 
to force the 1st ARVN Regiment from that 
location. Typically, around 0100-0300 the 
city would receive sporadic mortar and 
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receiving at least sniper fire along 
the route, but the trip was uneventful. As I 
neared the one standing bridge, which was 
only a few hundred meters from the 
airfield, I saw the first signs of the night’s 
fighting. Three VC bodies, feet and hands 
tied together and slung from bamboo 
poles, lay alongside the road. 

When I reached the bridge, repair 
work was already in progress with 
temporary bracing in place to allow my 


Presentation of Silver Star for actions in 
DMZ, March 1965. 

occasional rocket fire accompanied by 
small skirmishes on the outskirts of 
the city. 

One night the mortar fire became partic¬ 
ularly intense and by around 0300 we had 
been advised that NVA-VC forces had 
penetrated the city limits and that units of 
the 1st ARVN Regiment were engaging 
them"in street-to-street fighting. At about 
the same time we were informed that the 
bridges over the Quang Ngai River con¬ 
necting the city to the airfield had been 
attacked. At around 0530 it was confirmed 
that the main bridge had in fact been blown 
and a smaller auxiliary bridge heavily 
damaged. Concurrent with this informa¬ 
tion, we received orders from the 1st 
ARVN Command Post to launch a single 
aircraft to recon the outskirts of the city 
and provide fire support as required. 

Bachelors Fly First 

The first problem was the passage 
between the city and the airfield. As the 
city was still unsecured and some street 
fighting still in progress, there were no 
ARVN troops to escort a pilot to the 
airfield. As I was the only bachelor in our 
platoon, I was asked to fly the first 
mission. They provided me with a jeep 
— less driver — to get to the airfield. By 
now it was full light, and requests for air 
support were being received steadily from 
the southwest side of the city. 

I grabbed two bandoleers of magazines, 
laid my Ml6 across my lap and departed 
the citadel, driving down the main avenue 
on the western route to the airfield. While 
sporadic fire was clearly audible, its 
location was distant enough that I couldn’t 
pinpoint its exact location. I fully antici- 


crossing. During the night, armored 
units of the 1st Americal Division had 
managed to move in and secure the 
airfield which, while a priority target 
for the enemy, was still fully 
operational. None of the aircraft had 
received any damage at all. 

As I taxied out of the revetment, 
increased enemy activity was 
reported on the southwest quadrant 
of the city. I began my mission by 
reconning this area and reporting to 
the field commanders, advising 
them of troop movements and 
locations. By now, friendly forces 
were so dispersed that neither tactical air 
nor artillery support was possible without 
risk to them. 

It was soon apparent that NVA and VC 
forces were desperat¬ 
ely trying to disen¬ 
gage by splitting into 
smaller groups and 
moving north and 
northwest in an at¬ 
tempt to cross the 
Quang Ngai River. 

By 1000 hours 
there were some 
dozen different 
contact points and 
I was flying from 
one to another, 
providing recon 
support. Un¬ 
known to us at 
the time, there 
was a platoon- 
size enemy 
force holed up 
in a hamlet only about 500 meters south¬ 
west of the airfield. It was to remain there, 
undetected, for most of the day. 

After one refueling stop, I continued 
throughout the afternoon, supporting the 
ground units as I had in the morning by 
providing reconnaissance information on 
enemy locations, access routes and poten¬ 
tial ambush sites to ground units. With 
about three hours of daylight remaining, 
the enemy unit that was waiting for 
nightfall was accidentally discovered in 
the hamlet. Two ARVN armored units 
quickly moved in to cut off their escape 
route. Within 15 minutes they had posi¬ 
tioned themselves on three sides of the 
hamlet. The remaining side was clear, dry 
rice paddy area with absolutely no cover 
for escape. The obvious strategy of the 
ARVN commanders and U.S. advisory 
personnel was to force their escape across 


the open area so they could be more 
effectively engaged. 

The ARVN units had brought up a 
number of APCs and were engaging the 
hamlet with their .50s, but after half an 
hour had been unable to force the with¬ 
drawal of the NVA-VC force. Because the 
hamlet was so small — perhaps two acres 
in size — neither tactical air nor artillery 
could be used because of the risk to 
friendlies. As the Bird Dog could be armed 
with four 2.75-inch HE rockets — roughly 
equivalent to a 105mm howitzer round 
— it was decided to use me as their tactical 
air support. Helicopter gunships would 
have been far more effective, but none 
were available. 

By 1530, one otheripilot had joined me 
in providing recon support, and two relief 
pilots had reached the airfield. With the 
decision to use the Bird Dogs as tactical 
air, I directed the crew chiefs to set up an 
arming post on the taxi-way. This allowed 
us to land, taxi up to the post, rearm and 
take off with a total elapsed time of less 
than four minutes. The target area was so 
close to the airfield that it never required 
the aircraft to leave the standard flight 
pattern. 

With the deployment of four aircraft, we 
would take off at two minute intervals, 
turn cross wind, 


Bill Hooper, call sign Black Ace 17, in 
Quang Nyai, Summer 1968. 

turn again on the downwind leg, roll in on 
the target and at a range of 150-200 meters 
fire pairs of rockets at five second inter¬ 
vals. The aircraft would then reestablish its 
downwind leg, turn to base leg and final, 
pull up to the arming post and continue the 
sequence. We continued to engage the 
target until approximately 1800 when all 
return fire from the hamlet ceased. 

The result of the engagement was one 
ARVN wounded and 19 NVA-VC killed 
or wounded. This overall action by the 
NVA and VC turned out to be the last 
major effort to engage Quang Ngai and the 
1st ARVN Regiment until the final fall of 
South Vietnam.^ 
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ARMAGH 


D URING the early part of 1987 things had gone badly for the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC). Almost a dozen officers had 
been killed by the Provisional Irish Republican Army (PIRA) since 
the beginning of the year in 
all manner of attacks rang¬ 
ing from close quarter 
assassination to the use of 
improvised explosive de¬ 
vices. In addition, a senior 
member of the British judi¬ 
ciary and his wife were 
murdered by PIRA on the 
border between Ulster and 
Eire. They had been return¬ 
ing from a vacation in 
Southern Ireland. It was 
against this backdrop that 
information was received 
by British intelligence serv¬ 
ices concerning a spectacu¬ 
lar attack being planned by 
PIRA. 

The attack was audacious 
and ambitious. It took the 
form of a ground assault by 
a special grouping of at least two active service units (ASUs, the 
basic PIRA operational unit, normally consisting of four terrorists) 
from the East Tyrone Brigade. They were brought together under the 
command of James Lynagh, 32, well known to British security 
forces as a ruthless, hard-core terrorist with a string of murders under 
his belt, including that of Sir Norman Strong, the speaker of 
Stormont parliament and his son at their Caledon estate in the early 
1980s. Sir Norman was 86 years old at the time of his murder. 

Lynagh had been a member of the PIRA for over 13 years. His 
second in command was 30-year-old Patrick Kelly. Kelly was also a 
hardened terrorist, commanding an ASU within the East Tyrone 
Brigade. Linked with Lynagh and Kelly was Patrick McKeamey, 
32, a man considered by the RUC to be one of the most dangerous 
terrorists operating in Northern Ireland and the border areas. 
McKeamey had been on the run since 1983 after he broke out of the 
Maze Prison. Lynagh and McKeamey were wanted by both the RUC 
and the Southern Irish Police, the Gardai. These three, together with 
a fourth member of the group, Gerard O’Callaghan, 29, made up the 
most experienced part of the team. The remaining four were 


relatively inexperienced. Michael Gormley and Eugene Kelly, both 
25, were gaining experience almost daily. Declan Arthurs and 
Seamus Donnelly, both 21, were beginners being “blooded” on 

their first operation. By any 
standards, it was one of the 
most formidable lineups of 
seasoned urban terrorists to 
be found anywhere in the 
world. 

A key piece of intelli¬ 
gence fit into place when a 
JCB mechanical digger was 
reported stolen. A year ear¬ 
lier, the PIRA had con¬ 
ducted an attack on a police 
station situated at The 
Birches, 5 miles from the 
village of Loughgall, 
County Armagh. In that 
attack, the PIRA had tried 
to ram the gates of the 
police station with a stolen 
JCB mechanical digger. A 
large explosive device had 
been placed in the digger’s 
bucket and the terrorists had ridden “shotgun,” ready to engage any 
policemen that happened to be in the way. That attack had been 
unsuccessful. The theft of the digger, intelligence believed, 
indicated that the target was to be a rural police station and, given the 
large number of terrorists involved, some kind of direct assault into 
the station could not be ruled out. It was unlikely that the target 
would be one of the heavily fortified police stations along the border, 
as even without the presence of British soldiers, this would have 
undoubtedly led to casualties among the terrorists. This was 
something they would not accept. A short list of possible targets was 
drawn up and the Special Air Service (SAS) was called in to advise 
on a plan to prevent the attack, and to ambush the terrorists, killing 
or capturing them. 

One of the police stations identified as a potential target was the 
station located in the village of Loughgall itself, just outside the city 
of Armagh. Loughgall was everybody’s typical idea of a sleepy 
country village. It had a church, a village hall and an estate that had 
once belonged to a local squire. The local soccer field was located 
opposite the police station and adjacent to one end of the station was 



Outside of the police station showing the devastation caused by the 300 pound 
device. All that was left of the JCB can be seen in the foreground, a wheel. 


AMBUSH 

SAS Secret Op Turns Tables, Kills Eight 

Terrorists in Northern Ireland by John Stanley 


70 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


MARCH 91 






ABOVE: The troubles in Northern Ireland have 
been extensive enough that authorities have had to 
deploy not only the SAS, but many other troops as 
well. Here soldiers armed with L85A1 rifles are on 
alert in West Belfast. Photo: AP/Wide World 

RIGHT: British soldier on routine patrol in Northern 
Ireland aims his LIA1 rifle from an armored vehicle. 
Special troops such as the SAS often opt for 
alternative weapons tailored to their mission. 

Photo AP/Wide World 


the team’s clubhouse. The police station itself was moderately 
fortified, as are all such stations in Northern Ireland, but was only 
occupied at certain times of the day by a village constable and a 
sergeant. This was because crime in the farming community that it 
served was low by any standards, in fact no terrorist incidents had 
ever taken place in Loughgall. 

Covert surveillance by the RUC’s elite surveillance unit, E4A, 
was conducted on several key PIRA members in the East Tyrone 
area. This included the brigade quartermaster, who would undoubt¬ 
edly supply the weapons and explosives to be used in any operation 
within his area. The surveillance of the quartermaster soon led to 


the discovery of the JCB mechanical digger. The JCB was hidden 
in an abandoned farmhouse located 8 miles from the village of 
Loughgall. From their surveillance positions, E4A observed the 
arrival of 300 pounds of homemade explosive, which was ferried 
into the farmhouse and packed in the JCB’s bucket. A fuze was 
fitted so that it ran down the digger’s arm to the cab. 

Intelligence now believed that they had pinpointed the target, the 
station at Loughgall. Air reconnaissance was flown and the 
photographs gave a good indication of the layout of the village; this, 
together with ground reconnaissance carried out by SAS patrols, 
enabled the SAS to formulate a sound plan for an operation to foil 
the attack. Detailed operations orders were given and 
rehearsals conducted. 

Most of the men deployed were armed with Heckler 
and Koch G3A4K rifles. A small number were armed 
with M16Als and an even smaller number were 
armed with the British Army’s GPMG. This proved to 
be a wise tactical decision in light of what was to 
come. All were equipped with personal radios and 
carried their equipment in a chest harness or webbing. 
Each man carried a back-up 9mm Browning pistol 
with an extended 20-round magazine fitted. These 
were carried in either shoulder holsters or hip holsters 
depending on the personal taste of the individual. The 
SAS were divided into groups or call signs and each 
call sign given a particular task. One of the main 
ambush, or killer, groups was placed inside the station 
and one outside in a small wooded area on the 
opposite side of the road. Cut-off or stop groups were 
placed east and west of the station, at the main road 
junction and in the area of the church. In addition, 
further stop groups were positioned in wooded areas 
north and south of the station. 

After a reported increase in activity at the aban¬ 
doned farmhouse, the SAS ambush groups deployed 
“on the ground.” The SAS took up classic ambush 
positions around the outside of the police station. 
Inside, a group of SAS soldiers in civilian clothes 
provided close protection for an extremely nervous 
RUC constable who had been told to maintain a 
pretense of normality. The waiting now began, and 
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the SAS specializes in waiting. 

On the morning of Friday, 8 May, a blue Toyota delivery van was 
reported stolen by armed and masked men in the Dungannon area. 
Most of the key terrorists, known as “players” in the language of 
counterterrorist operations, had been kept under surveillance since 
the beginning of the operation. Shortly before 1700 on Friday, 
Lynagh was observed crossing the border from Monaghan. At about 
the same time, Kelly left his home in 
Dungannon and moved to the farm. 

Lynagh appeared shortly after and in 
the next 30 minutes or so E4A observed 
a total of eight terrorists arrive. All but 
two changed into blue coveralls, sneak¬ 
ers (some with socks pulled over them 
to foil any subsequent forensic 
investigation), and each carried a pair of 
rubber household gloves and a balaclava 
mask. The two designated drivers, one 
for the JCB and the other for the Toyota 
van, remained in civilian clothes, so as 
not to arouse the suspicions of anyone 
who might observe them moving to the 
target. The terrorist group then left the 
farmhouse and headed toward 
Loughgall. 

The SAS soldiers lying in wait were 
not immediately aware of these 
developments and were secretly hoping 
that this op would not, like so many 
others, turn out to be another false 
alarm. The outlying stop groups in 
particular had to stay alert as it would be 
their job to warn of the arrival of the 
terrorists. At approximately 1900 hours 
a flurry of radio messages indicated that 
something was happening. The JCB had 
been spotted moving into Loughgall 
with its bucket raised. It was being 
“fronted” by the blue Toyota van. As 
both vehicles drove past the police 
station very slowly, the SAS braced 
themselves for imminent contact. But 
the van and digger drove past. It 
was not unusual for vehicles to 
slow down in front of police 
stations due to protective ramps 
known as “sleeping policemen.” 

The SAS soldiers in the station, 
however, were able to observe the 
drive past and reported that the 
drivers of both vehicles had not 
taken their eyes off the station. 

Every soldier on the ground now 
knew this was it. 

At around 1920 hours, both 
vehicles again moved through the 
village and approached the police 
station. This time the blue Toyota 
van jerked to a halt and six heavily 
armed terrorists leapt out and im¬ 
mediately began firing at the front 
of the police station. Under cover 
of this fire, the JCB, with the 300 
pound explosive device in its 
bucket, came down the road, 
swerved to the right and crashed 
through the perimeter security 
fence. The JCB driver placed the raised bucket against the right half 
of the police station building, lit the fuze and leapt from the cab. 

The remaining terrorists at the time were placing a heavy volume 
of automatic fire on the front of the police station. The SAS returned 
fire. Every SAS soldier in a position to open fire on the terrorists did 


so. The first to return fire were the soldiers located in the station 
itself. From their firing positions on the upper floor, they were able 
to effectively engage the terrorists located in and around the van 
outside. 

Some of the terrorists were killed in this first burst, among them 
the driver of the van, Seamus Donnelly, and Lynagh’s second-in- 
command, Patrick Kelly. The remaining terrorists took cover around 
the van and continued firing at the 
station. At this time SAS soldiers lo¬ 
cated in positions outside the station 
opened fire, killing two more terrorists, 
Eugene Kelly and Declan Arthurs, both 
of whom had taken up firing positions 
under the van. The sudden SAS fire 
came as a rude shock to the terrorists, 
who had planned for an easy kill. 
Lynagh, their leader, and Pat McKear- 
ney jumped back into the rear of the van 
seeking feeble sanctuary from the mer¬ 
ciless fire; perhaps they did not realize 
that Donnelly was already dead at the 
wheel. Both died inside as the SAS 
bullets cut through the thin sides of the 
vehicle. 

Suddenly, a white Citroen car, which 
had been caught in the ambush, began 
reversing rapidly out of the kill zone. 
The SAS stop group located further up 
the road in the vicinity of the church 
observed that the passenger of the 
vehicle was dressed in the same blue 
coveralls as the other terrorists and was 
attempting to turn in his seat to face 
the rear. 

Believing the car contained terrorists 
and that the passenger was about to fire 
on them, three SAS soldiers opened fire 
on the car, killing the driver instantly 
and severely wounding the passenger. 
Tragically, the driver and passenger 
were both innocent civilians. A second 
car, driven by a woman and containing 
her eight year old daughter, was 
also caught in the kill zone. The 
mother had frozen at the wheel and 
the young girl, terrified, was lying 
on the rear seat. The SAS stop 
group commander, observing that 
the car was taking hits, crossed the 
open road and, in no uncertain 
terms, ordered her to drive out of 
the area. 

Unexpectedly the 300 pound 
explosive in the JCB’s bucket 
exploded. The explosion was deaf¬ 
ening to all around. The shape of 
the bucket had a directional effect 
on the device and literally sliced off 
the right half of the station. The 
SAS soldiers outside immediately 
concluded, wrongly, that their 
comrades inside had all been killed 
or at least were out of action. They 
began closing in. 

Gormley, the JCB driver, had 
hidden behind a low wall after 
jumping from the cab and now 
tried to make a run for it. He was challenged by a soldier moving 
towards the station and when he turned quickly, the soldier could see 
something in his hand. Thinking it was a handgun the soldier shot 
him dead. It turned out to be the Zippo lighter used to light the 
bomb’s fuze. The last remaining terrorist, O’Callaghan, was 



ABOVE: Toyota delivery van used by terrorists. Tires 
were shot out by SAS in the first exchange of fire. Driver 
was also killed in this initial burst. Large hole was caused 
by a piece of shrapnel from the JCB digger when the 
device exploded. 

BELOW: Inside the van where Lynagh and McKeamey 
died after trying to escape fire from SAS soldiers. Lying 
next to Lynagh’s leg is the SPAS shotgun and one of the 
FNC rifles. 
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observed crossing the road from the rubble of the station to a stone 
wall that separated the road from the rubble. He was carrying an 
automatic rifle and as he tried to raise it he was hit by a hail of fire 
from the SAS soldiers and died before he hit the ground. 

A third civilian car 
that had been caught in 
the crossfire contained 
an innocent salesman, 
who had simply ducked 
down in his seat the 
moment the shooting 
started. The car had 
taken a number of hits 
and the salesman now 
decided that it was time 
to leave. He jumped out 
of the car and ran to the 
rear of a group of houses 
situated next to the re¬ 
mains of the station. An 
SAS soldier who saw 
him run shouted a chal¬ 
lenge but the salesman 
kept running. As the 
man was obviously un¬ 
armed and the SAS sol¬ 
dier had no reason to 
feel threatened, he did 
not engage him, but 
simply chased the man 
around the rear of the 
houses and floored him 
with a rugby tackle. The 
man was arrested and 
held until he could be 
positively identified and 
then handed over to 
police. 

As the shooting 
ended, the SAS soldiers 
stationed inside the sta¬ 
tion emerged from the 
ruined building. To 
everyone’s relief, the only casualties 
were one soldier and the police consta¬ 
ble with slight injuries caused by flying 
fragments. The remainder of the SAS 
force then began cautiously checking 
the area for any terrorists who may have 
escaped the onslaught and were hiding. 

They were covered by comrades still 
hidden, as the SAS had learned from 
bitter experience that wounded or even 
surrendered terrorists were extremely 
dangerous. Having confirmed that all 
the terrorists, were, in fact, dead and 
the area was secure, the SAS began 
treating the injured. 

The SAS stop group that had en¬ 
gaged the occupants of the white 
Citroen, returned to the car and an SAS 
soldier began treating the wounded 
passenger. In light of later claims by the 
PIRA that the SAS had cold bloodily 
executed wounded terrorists, it should 
be noted that the SAS soldier who now 
administered first aid, had only minutes 
before shot him and still believed the 
man to be a terrorist. 

Within 30 minutes of the contact’s 
initiation, RUC and regular security 
forces units arrived on the scene and 


established outer cordons. The SAS kept everyone out of the 
immediate contact area, allowing only an ambulance in to evacuate 
the seriously wounded passenger from the white Citroen. A Wessex 
helicopter was now circling the area. Its pilot and crew having no 

prior knowledge of the 
operation had heard the 
explosion and tremen¬ 
dous firefight and were 
now trying to find out 
what happened. Civilians 
from the village were 
also beginning to filter 
out onto the main road. 
Some were in a state of 
shock, others simply 
sightseeing. All were un¬ 
able to comprehend the 
magnitude of what had 
just taken place in their 
small village. 

It was important to 
extract the SAS from the 
scene as soon as possible, 
to prevent their identifica¬ 
tion by any watching 
PIRA sympathizers or 
members of the press, 
who would certainly be 
arriving shortly. The sol¬ 
diers themselves now 
wore issued black ba¬ 
laclava masks to protect 
them against any quick 
thinking opportunist with 
a telephoto lens. It must 
have been a confusing 
scene to the RUC officers 
and regular soldiers now 
on the outer cordon. 
Army Gazelle and Lynx 
helicopters began to ar¬ 
rive and put down on an 
LZ established on the 
soccer field opposite the police station. 
The SAS sticks loaded onto the helicop¬ 
ters and were flown to a nearby police 
station to begin the long process of 
de-briefing, handing over of weapons to 
the police and making statements, all of 
which were required for the subsequent 
police investigation and coroner’s 
inquest. 

The terrorists had been well armed for 
their failed attack. Included in the nine 
weapons recovered from the dead terror¬ 
ists were three Heckler & Koch G3s, two 
Belgian-made FNCs (a caliber 
5.56x45mm NATO assault rifle, that has 
become a favorite of the PIRA), an 
FNFAL, a SPAS 12 shotgun and two 
pistols. The G3 rifles, the FNCs and one 
of the handguns had been used in no less 
than seven separate murders throughout 
the province, in the preceding 16 
months. One of the G3 rifles was Patrick 
Kelly’s personal weapon. A number of 
the weapons used that day had taped 
back-to-back magazines to facilitate 
rapid reloading. 

That night the rioting began in West 

Continued on page 87 


IRA ROOTS 


Centuries of strife followed the Anglo-Norman invasion of Ireland in 1170. 
Various battles and skirmishes were fought as successive English monarchs 
attempted to impose their will on the Irish people. Eventually the Irish lost and 
nearly 200 years after their defeat Great Britain (England and Scotland) united with 
Ireland to form the United Kingdom. 

This didnt stop Irish nationalists from fighting for independence well into the 20th 
century. Their fight culminated in the 1921 Anglo-Irish Treaty establishing a 
predominantly Catholic Irish Free State separate from Ulster (Northern Ireland). 
This Irish Free State was initially part of the Commonwealth and only left and 
became an independent republic after VNforld War II, The six northern, and 
predominantly Protestant, counties have remained a part of the United Kingdom to 
the present day. 

This arrangement does not sit well with Irish nationalists who continue to fight to 
completely expel the British from the island, The Brits, however, cant easily pack 
up and go (assuming they wanted to) because Northern Ireland is largely populated 
by Protestant Britons, many who’ve lived here for generations. These people fear, 
and rightly so, that it would not go well for them if they suddenly became part of 
Ireland. 

Currently the Provisional Irish Republican Army (PIRA), different from the Irish 
Republican Army of old, is the major threat in the area. PIRA does not enjoy the 
more widespread support the old (and very much communist) IRA did, due to their 
willingness to accept arms from absolutely anyone. They Ve been solidly tied to the 
Soviet Union, Cuba and Libya among other rogue nations. 

To combat the threat in N. Ireland the British have some 9,200 regular army 
troops, organized in six resident and four temporary infantry battalions as well as 
one SAS, one engineer and two aviation squadrons, deployed. 

There are also nine battalions in the Ulster Defense Regiment (UDR) whose 
primary mission is interna! security. This makes nearly 20,000 troops to guard an 
area slightly larger than the state of Connecticut and with a population just over 1.5 
million. And that’s not even counting the 8,000-man Royal Ulster Constabulary 
(RUC), which resembles an army as much as the police force it is. 

These troops are perhaps buying security but certainly not peace of mind. The 
various nationalist factions have shown they are willing to strike anytime, anywhere 
and at anyone. 

Approximately 3,000 people, including 168 RUC personnel, from both sides 
have been killed in Northern Ireland since 1969 and there seems to be no end 
insight. :-f'- 

— TomS . 



ABOVE: The white Citroen car which was mistakenly 
thought to contain escaping terrorists. The driver still 
slumped half out of the vehicle. 

BELOW: Front of van after terrorist tried to take cover 
around it. Driver lies slumped over to the left in the cab. 
The terrorist lying in foreground with G3 rifle is Patrick 
Kelly. 
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A 

POINTED TALE 

Unique East German Survival 
Knife/AKM Bayonet Combo 

Text & Photo by Peter G. Kokalis 


T HE fall of communist regimes 
throughout Eastern Europe has gener¬ 
ated mountains of military equipment 
discarded by the Evil Empire’s former 
minions as they quickly divest themselves 
of all vestiges of their past allegiance to 
Karl Marx. Their frenzied haste to do so is 
reminiscent of the Waffen SS — most of 
whom disrobed to their shorts after World 
War II. 

A sub- 
s t a n t i a 1 
quantity of 
this mate¬ 
rial has ac¬ 
cumulated 
in East Ger¬ 
many. A 
considera¬ 
ble portion 
was once 
fielded by. 
the East 
German 
armed 
forces. 

Some of 
this mili- 
taria has re¬ 
cently been 
imported to 
the United 
States. 

Items once 
rare, such as East German army helmets, 
are now as common as dirt. East German 
camouflage uniforms can now be cut into 
polishing rags. Midst this incredible glut 
— which has turned a great deal of 
collector-grade bullion into fool’s gold 
— a few pearls can still be found. 

A new and interesting version of the 
AKM wire-cutter bayonet (See “ComBloc 
Bayonets,” April ’87) has recently been 
uncovered that heretofore has never been 
noted or described. Known as the East 
German KM 87, it is, in essence, a survival 
knife/bayonet with a number of useful 
features. Designed for the East German 
version of the 5.45x39mm AK-74 series 


(called the MPiAKS-74), it can be fitted to 
any AKM. It has been reported that no 
more than 5,000 were manufactured. Esti¬ 
mates of those available for import range 
in the low hundreds. 

The wire-cutter principle employed by 
all AKM bayonets has been applied to the 
U.S. M9 bayonet. A rectangular hole in the 
blade can be mated over, and pivot on, a 
lug on the scabbard. This forms a scissors- 


The East German KM87 survival knife/ 
bayonet can be used both for conventional 
thrust and parry and to extricate yourself 
from the wilderness, as it contains a 
surprisingly complete kit of survival tools 
within its compact envelope. 

like wire-cutter between the back edge of 
the blade and a projection on the tip of the 
scabbard. On similar wire-cutter AKM 
bayonets this projection is usually kidney¬ 
shaped and attached with two rivets, but on 
the KM 87 it attaches with only a circular 
stud and a single rivet. This modification 
is to accommodate a screwdriver that is 
integral with the scabbard tip of the KM 


87. To gain working leverage for wire- 
cutting, the bayonet should be mounted on 
the rifle and employed in a manner similar 
to the barbed-wire cutters fitted to the 
British SMLE rifle during World War I. 

The KM 87’s blade is satin-chrome 
plated with black-oxide sharpened edges. 
There is a row of sawteeth along the back 
edge — a feature of dubious value. There 
is no fuller (the so-called “blood 
groove”). 
There is a 
single muz¬ 
zle ring on 
the cross¬ 
piece at the 
bottom, or 
sharpened 
edge, of the 
blade as 

AKM bayo¬ 
nets are 

mounted on 
the rifle with 
the sharp¬ 
ened edge 
up. A hole at 
the other 
edge of the 
crosspiece is 
used to at¬ 
tach a black 
nylon lan¬ 
yard which 
is provided. There is a 5-centimeter ruler at 
the top edge of the blade on the right side. 
A clinometer for measuring the angle of an 
incline has been etched on the left side of 
the blade. The blades and pommels are 
serial numbered, the scabbards are not. 

The KM 87 is equipped with a ribbed 
black plastic scabbard of the 2nd pattern 
type. It has been molded with a distinctive 
partial cross-rib at the midpoint that is 
characteristic of East German 2nd pattern 
scabbards. AKM hangers are usually at¬ 
tached to a crossbar on the back of the 
scabbard by means of a spring-clip. The 

Continued on page 77 
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Exhibitors 

Cash in at SOF's New East Coast EXPO^ 

Soldier of Fortune’s EXPO, March 13-15,1992, Orlando, Florida 


Our readers have been asking us for a 
Convention/EXPO on the East Coast — one in 
addition to our annual Convention/EXPO held 
in September in Las Vegas. 

They want to see and buy the latest para¬ 
military weaponry and merchandise. They want 
accurate briefings on world situations. They 
want fun-filled adventure for the whole family. 

Our 1992 SOF EXPO, to be held at the 
centrally located Orange County Conven¬ 
tion/Civic Center in sunny Orlando, Florida, 
promises all that and more! 

• The latest weaponry, ammo, clothing, and 
paramilitary gear. 

• More than 400 exhibitors at one EXPO. 

• Seminars by expert speakers. 

• Family excitement at Disney World, Epcot, 
Sea World, Universal Studios and more. 

• Affordable room rates at the convenient 
Orlando Marriott. 

• Free shuttle between the 
EXPO and the Orlando Marriott. 

• Free parking for all visitors S 

to the SOF EXPO. f||gD{| 

• Children under 16 allowed |2J 

into the EXPO with parent. ||gggh|| 

• Convenient access from all 
East Coast cities. 

• Evening activities are a Fri¬ 
day barbecue and a Saturday ban¬ 
quet with live entertainment and 
guest speakers. One complimen¬ 
tary admission to each exhibitor. 

• Adventure and fun for the entire family, 


Soldier Of Fortune Expo 


Action for the Whole Family 

March 13-15,1992, Orlando, Florida 


its 325,000 monthly readers. 

• Support and organization 
by SOF staff. 

• Bar and food served in the 
EXPO hall. 

• Reasonable booth, table and 
hotel rates. 

Reserve Your Space Now! 
Exhibitors are already reserv¬ 
ing spaces.Don't miss this excit¬ 
ing opportunity to sell your mer¬ 
chandise to an entirely new group 
of potential buyers. For info on 
the SOF 1992 Orlando EXPO cab 
3750, FAX (303) 444 - 5617. Or mail 
coupon to SOF 1992 Orlando EXPO, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. See you there! 


SOF Headquarters Hotel, Orlando Marriott Resort 


Orlan 


Exhibitors, we’re totally committed to your suc¬ 
cess at our Orlando EXPO. We know you’ll find the 
EXPO hall convenient and attractive. You’ll also like 
the huge population of potential buyers. Some facts are: 

• More than 7 million people within a four-hour 
drive of the EXPO hall. 

• Orlando is a major vacation destination. 

•Thousands ofpersons per day attending the EXPO. 

• Advertising for the EXPO in all major newspa¬ 
pers in Miami, Orlando, Tampa and Jacksonville, and 
on major TV and radio stations. 

• Ads in national publications including SOF, with 


GO FOR THE MAGIC AND MAIL THIS COUPON TO: 

SOF 1992 ORLANDO EXPO 
P.O. BOX 693 
BOULDER. CO 80306 

Yes! Rush me your 1992 SOF Orlando EXPO Exhibitor Packet now! 


NAME_ 

COMPANY 
ADDRESS. 
CITY_ 
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SEND YOUR NAME, ADDRESS AND QUANTITY DESIRED TO: 


DO YOU OWN ANY SEMI AUTOMATIC 
WEAPONS ON THIS LIST? 


AR 15 SCAR 15 BERETTA AR 70 MAC 11/9 MIA 

ARMALITE AR 180 FAL TEC 9 30 CARBINE 

AK 47 CONFIGURATION MINI 14 TEC 22 DAEWOO K1, K2 

SKS TYPE 56 MINI 30 HK 91, 93. 94 

If you do, have you considered converting to FULL AUTOMATIC SELECT 
FIRE but red tape or jail time got in the way? And have you wanted to 
"Rock 'n Roll” and bought toys with cranks, levers, or three bursts that 
didn't work! WELL, the HELL-FIRE ■» trigger actuation system is here! 
You won’t ever find anything closer to a select-fire conversion. BATF 
approved and legal. 

How the HELL-FIRE<« system works: When the unit is installed behind 
your trigger (in seconds,) it can be micro adjusted to create a "static” con¬ 
dition. This condition is offset when you pull your gun’s trigger and 
countered by the bolt action. You actually will "FEEL" the trigger move 
against your finger at the same rate your gun would fire if it were con¬ 
verted to full automatic. More than anything else the HELL-FIRE trig- 
ger actuation system works! _ 

Please Send Me_ HELL-FIRE Systems at *29 95 ea 


CASHIER'S CHECK OR MONEY ORDER... Not 

PERSONAL CHECKS DELAYS ORDER Not' 


mi FlRE SYSTEM INC BUT 2 ° 9 r 

X, /P.O. Box 549, Olathe, CO 81425 COMPLETE! 


U S, Pal S Olhar Patents Pont). 




Qfy 


Colorado Residents Add 3 : ' .i 

Orders only — 1 - 800 - 833-4370 

DEALERS JUMP ON THIS! 




Other Books on Sniping 


C- 528-With British Snipers.25.00 

C-513-The ... Book of U.S. Sniping.34.95 

C-459-The German Sniper.49.95 

C-441-Silencers, Snipers & Assassins ...25.00 

C-477-A Rifleman Went To War.19.95 

C-277-U.S. Army Sniper Training.14.95 


C-523-The Police Sniper...14.95 

C-571-USMC Scout Sniper Trng Man. ..14.95 
C-519-Modern Sniper Rifles (0. Long) ..16.95 

C-675-USMC Sniping FMFM-1-3B.14.95 

C-fl74-The Marine Sniper (Hard Cover) 1&95 
C-517-The Marine Sniper (Soft Cover) ..„a95 


Send Check or Money Order to: DELTA PRESS P.O. Box 1625 DepL-SOF 
Add $3 Shipping & Handling on all Orders El Dorado, A R. 71731 
CREDIT CARD ORDERS ONLY call our ' IHfr IHne Older Line | 

1-800*852-4445 

For Questions & Problems Call 1-501-862*4984 


For a 64 page 
Color Catalog 
with over 600 
titles & 100 
prints send 
$2.00 

FREE WITH 
ORDER 

Dealer inquires I 
invited -h •: J 


"One Shot One Kill ” "Marine Sniper-Carlos Hathcock 

U.S. Army Sniping Team In Vietnam 93 Confirmed Kills" 

24" x 17" Full Color 18" x 24" Full Color 

Potter Order # CP-14.---....-$11.95 Poster Order # CP-34.___$15.00 

Limited Edition "Print" Signed & Numbered by the Artist Limited Edition "Print* Signed & Numbered by the Artist & 
Order# CP-14LE.---$75.00 Carios Hathcock Order #CP-34LE.........$100.00 


M N.VA. Sniper Team" 

With Famed Dragunov Sniper Rifle 

17" x 11" Black & White 

Poster Order # P-58....$9.95 


"Waffen-SS Sniper on the Eastern Front" 

17" x 22" Full Color Print 

Poster Order # CP-32---$11-95 


Limited Edition Print Signed by the Artist P-58LE...$35.00 Limited Edition "Print" Signed by the Artist CP-32LE...S49.95 


USMC Sniping 

A revealing, detailed look at 


employed by tKe famous 
Marine snipers in Vietnam. 
Comprehensive chapters 
include Sniper Training, 
Equipment, Marksmanship and 
Sniper Employment. A 
valuable reference work forthe 
hunter and military and 
ordnance buff. 264 pp 5"x7” 

Order#C-165.$11.95 


SNIPING 


CDftejqf 
‘I* ■<** 

bttlFEB Ht#l* 


Combat Loads For 
The Sniper Rifle 

A long hard look at what sniper 
loads can and can't do. Accuracy 
and penetration tests on trees, 
steel plates, cars, etc... reveal 
supnsmg results. A must for 
military weapons colectors, 
survivalists, and home or 
commercial reloader. I56pp 

Order#C-123.$10.00 


CHIPMUNK .22 

Continued from page 27 

salt blued. 

With safety as a primary design para¬ 
meter, the action has features not normally 
encountered on inexpensive single-shot 
.22s. For maximum safety, the bolt’s 
countersunk face completely surrounds the 
cartridge rim except for a small gas-relief 
cut. Although unlikely, gas from a rup¬ 
tured case rim would be vented through 
this cut and out the top of the rifle. The 
single claw extractor is held in place by a 
spring-loaded plunger protruding from the 
large locking lug on the right side of the 
bolt. When the action is closed, this 
locking lug bears against the split receiver 
ring. A spring-loaded detent plunger at the 
rear end of the locking lug engages a notch 
in the ring face when the bolt is locked in 
battery to prevent the bolt from inadver¬ 
tently opening. 

Of the single-shot type, the Chipmunk 
has no magazine. After a cartridge has 
been inserted and the bolt closed, the rifle 
remains uncocked. The knurled cocking 
piece at the end of the bolt must be 
manually retracted to fire the rifle and this 
provides the greatest possible margin of 
safety for novices. The firing pin has both 
a mainspring and a return spring. While 
the firing pin is uncocked, its return spring 
holds it rearward and the sear blocks its 
forward movement. Thus, even with a 
loaded chamber, the Chipmunk requires 
no additional manual safety for safe 
handling. 

When cocked, the bolt cannot be rotated 
and before opening it, the rifle must either 
be fired or the cocking piece released 
forward under control (carefully) while 
pulling the trigger. When the bolt handle is 
lifted up and drawn rearward, the sear 
enters a cut in the striker, forcing the firing 
pin forward to serve as a “bump-type” 
ejector. Pulling the trigger, and thus 
dropping the sear downward while retract¬ 
ing the bolt, permits the bolt to be removed 
for cleaning. Trigger pull-weight on SOF’s 
test specimen was a spongy, but light, 2 
3/4 pounds. The pull-weight is not 
adjustable. 

The action and barrel are attached to a 
very attractive walnut stock with a black 
plastic buttplate by a single slotted take¬ 
down screw. This screw has a very wide 
slot and only a hollow-ground screwdriver 
of the correct size should be used for this 
disassembly. Made from American wal¬ 
nut, the stock has a Monte Carlo comb and 
pistol grip. When separated from the stock, 
the barreled action has an overall length of 
only 19 3/4 inches. Retained by two wood 
screws, the trigger guard is a steel sheet- 
metal stamping. For those to whom this is 
cosmetically offensive, a milled steel 
trigger guard is available as an option for 
$17.50. 

The top of the chamber has been drilled 
and tapped for a scope mount base which 
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cost $9.95 and accepts “tip-off’ rings. 
Other than deluxe hand checkering, the 
only other accessory of note is a carrying 
case for $24.95. 

For most, the iron sights featured as 
standard on the Chipmunk will suffice. 
The front sight is a front-sloping blade on 
top of a serrated ramp. The peep aperture 
rear sight is held by its windage- 
adjustment screw to an L-shaped piece of 
steel attached to the split receiver ring. 
Unspecified graduations permit adjust¬ 
ment of both elevation and windage zero. 

As marked on its barrel, the Chipmunk 
will chamber .22 Short, .22 Long and .22 
Long Rifle (LR) cartridges. SOF’s test 
firing included Remington High Velocity 
.22 Short and .22 LR, Remington Viper™ 
Hyper Velocity .22 LR, Winchester Super- 
X High Velocity .22 LR, Western Super-X 
Long and Canadian Eley Tfenex .22 LR 
ammunition. There were no stoppages of 
any type and when the bolt was retracted 
smartly, both extraction and ejection were 
positive. 

This is not a match rifle. However, when 
fired from a rest at 25 yards, five-shot 
groups yielded an average dispersion of 
only one to 1 1/2 inches with all of the 
ammunition tested. At 50 feet, the more 
probable range at which this rifle will be 
fired, you can expect the group dispersion 
to be not much greater than half an inch. 

Because it is lightweight, compact and 
capable of greater practical accuracy than 
most handguns, the Chipmunk rifle pro¬ 
vides potential applications for back¬ 
packers and those assembling a survival 
kit, such as pilots and fourwheelers. 

But, that’s beside the point. It is first and 
foremost an excellent instrument for the 
all-important rite of passage required to 
preserve and protect our tradition as a 
nation of free men armed. On that basis 
alone, the Chipmunk deserves the widest 
possible distribution. Further information 
can be obtained from its manufacturer, 
Oregon Arms, Inc. (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
1104, Medford, OR 97501-0081 - phone: 
503-664-5586). ^ 


A POINTED TALE 



ACTION GEAR* 

TAC-LINE® 550 
CORD DISPENSER 

Backpackers, Hunters, Military, Campers, Boaters, Climbers. 

At last, a unique, patented, prepacked dispenser puts 50 feet of 
indispensable 550 lb test nylon 7-strand parachute cord at your fin¬ 
gertips. Tingle free, ready for use. Self-contained blade allows total 
one-hand operation. Knot tying chart shows how to use 550 Cord. 
Unique ambidextrous Conduit nylon case attaches with dual 
ALICE clips. 8 oz. 

Select* (01) Camo wUD cord, (03) Black w/Black cord. 

TLC5( ),Tk-Line with Case $17.95 

PASSPORT T-SHIRTS 

If you’ve ever dreamed of traveling to the far corners of the vrorld 
and stopping off at some of the more exotic - even slightly dangerous 
- watering holes, then we’ve got something for you. Made in USA. 
100% cotton T-Shirts feature colorful fascinating designs that set 
your imagination soaring. M, L, XL. 

BONE CELLAR—ZANZIBAR 

Not for the squeamish. This underground saloon is located beneath 
an old fortress, interlaced with a maze of old tunnels and 
passageways. PST2 $12.95 

HUMPS-TANGIERS, MOROCCO 

An institution since the 1940’s. Noted for ils legendary Gin Martinis 
and hot American jazz. PST4 $12.95 

FLYING TIGERS BURMA ROADHOUSE - 
RANGOON 

Established in 1946 by several pilots from the A.V.G. [American 
Minteer Group) who flew P-40’s in WWII. PST9 *12.95 

MEKONG RIVER YACHT CLUB 

No such club, but a very real place. PST1 $12.95 

RUSSIAN MIG-25 

Mikoyan MIG-25 was Russia’s response to the proposed U.S. B-70 
bomber. Now, it’s used as a Mach Z& high altitude photo- 
reconnaissance aircraft PST24 $12.95 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION 
LEOPARD PARATROOP 
CAMO FATIGUES 

The real McCoy! Created in 1952 for the French Kira Battabion 
(BEP) battling in Indochina against Giap’s forces. Genuine French 
Mil-Spec, 100% heavyweight cotton twill, dyed and printed to spec 
with impecable attention to details. Sizes: (03}M, (04)L, (05)XL. 
FLClf j, Leopard Camo Coat $80.00 

FLT2( ), Leopard Camo Trousers $65.00 

BRASS 7.62mm BULLET PEN 

Handmade in W. Germany. P31707 $19.95 

ORDER TODAY TOLL-FREE 

1-800-338-GEAR 

VISA, MC, DISCOVER, AMEX 
OR SEND CHECK OR M.O. TO: 

f3| BRIGADE 600 
W QUARTERMASTERS 

\l3Wgf Action gear® 

1025-600 Cobb International Blvd., Kennesaw, GA 30144^4300 

ASK FOR TOUR FREE CATALOG! 


Continued from page 74 

KM 87’s gray nylon webbing hanger has 
been attached to the scabbard with three 
rivets and cannot be removed. A gray 
nylon strap with Velcro-type stays wraps 
around the bayonet’s handle for retention 
in the scabbard. A metal signal mirror has 
been riveted to the rear strap of the 
two-piece hanger. A small black leather 
strap sewn to the front webbing strap 
slides into a steel keeper on the rear strap 
to hold the two-piece hanger together. 

These small variations might be inter¬ 
esting to a collector, but the KM 87’s 
handle and its contents reveal its potential 
utility to those unimpressed by such 


MAXI-BLASTER 


120,000 volt 
Force Field 



Non-Lethal 
Stuns & Immobilizes 

Visually intimidating. High 
intensity discharge will discourage 
attackers up to 20 feet. Uses two 
9-volt batteries (not included). Safety switch. 
LED indicator light and all necessary labeling. 


only $119.95 GUARDIAN Security Products • Dept. SF3 
plus $3.50 s & H | 8350 North 7th St. • Phoenix, AZ 85020 

COD & Credit Card Orders - Call: TOLL FREE 1-800-527-4434 
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LIVING BY CHANCE 
LOVING BY CHOICE 
KILLING BY PROFESSION 


SOF EXCHANGE 

P.O. Box 693 DEPT 3-91 
Boulder, CO 80306 USA 

Ca IIToll-Free:Masterca rd,VISA or COD 
orders:1-800-323-1776,Operator 131. 
For FAX orders: (303) 444-5617. Cus¬ 
tomer Service: (303) 449-3750. 


PAYMENT:_VISA/MC_CHECK _ COD 
CARD#_ 


#1006 Marines. Front/back 
logo. Gold. $9.95 


ADDRESS 


SUBTOTAL _ 

P&H _ 

3.7% Sates Tax (Colo. Residents} - 

TOTAL _ 

T-Shirt sizes S, M, L, XL. $1.00 extra for XXL. 

Add $3.00 for first item ordered plus $ 1.00 per each 
additional item for postage and handling. Overseas 
orders add 40%. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 


#1032 Viva Los Contras, 
aqua. Collectors item. $9.95 


#1033 P0W/MIA, red, white 
on blue. Remember! $9.95 


#1005 Special Forces. Skull 
logo on back. $9.95 


#1009 S0F/H&K. Tasteful 
small logo. $9.95 


#1008 Lebanon. Frontfback 
design. Tan, $9.95 


#1024Khadaffi, blue. Extra 
nice logo. $10.95 


#1031 Aeroflot, red on 
silver. Esoteric. $10.95 


#1007 S.E. Asia. An eye- 
catcher. $9.95 
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Last Chance! 

• 

Favorite T-shirts are like 
a slice of history - ours 
and the world'^ But ’ 
times change, ; and'so do 
our shirts. Order now, 
before these collectibles 
are gone forever. 


J® 


PARTICIPANT 

SOUTHEAST ASH _ 
WAH GAHK-S 2 

IOSU i™ till 


SPECIAL FORCES 


#1011 Grenada.‘Send the 
very best* Silver. $9.95 


























esoterica. The black plastic grips are 
rounded and have three finger grooves. 
The steel pommel is basically of 2nd 
pattern configuration and its base end can 
be used as a hammer. It also serves as an 
end cap for the hollow handle. A small 
steel pin impinges against a similar, but 
vertical, pin on the grips to align the 
pommel when it is screwed back onto the 
hollow handle and the bayonet is fixed on 
a rifle. A coil of monofilament fishing line 
is stored behind a leather washer in the 
pommel’s hollow interior. 

After the pommel has been removed, a 
brown plastic canister will drop out of the 
handle’s hollow interior when the open 
end of the handle is struck smartly on the 
palm of the hand. The canister’s end cap 
contains a small magnifying glass. Inside 
the canister are three water purification 
tablets, two sewing needles, polyester 
thread, two 9mm and two 16mm brass 
fishing hooks, four split-shot lead sinkers 
in three sizes and two green and one red 
long-burning, storm-resistant (i.e., water- 
and wind-proof) matches that can be used 
for starting fires or emergency signaling. 
The bottom of the canister has a striking 
surface for the matches. A short length of 
the thread and one of the sinkers are used 
in conjunction with the clinometer gradua¬ 
tions on the bayonet blade to measure 
slope angles. 

A German-language instruction manual 
is also included with the KM 87. In 
keeping with the often bizarre Teutonic 
fetish for stamping numbers on every 
conceivable part, it is marked with the 
bayonet’s serial number. 

Although minimal, this is a well- 
designed survival kit. There is, of course, 
no end to what can be included if you can 
anticipate being lost or stranded in the 
desert or the arctic. In my case, that would 
necessitate a backpack filled with 150 
pounds of essential ingredients. That type 
of kit will inevitably be left in the closet as 
none of us ever anticipate disasters of this 
type. Every component of the KM 87 rests 
no farther than your belt. 

This interesting survival knife/bayonet, 
apparently a last gasp of the Communist 
East German military establishment, pro¬ 
vides appeal to both collectors and end 
users. A very limited quantity of the KM 
87 has been imported. For further infor¬ 
mation on its availability and price, con¬ 
tact FME (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 8001, 
Riverside, CA 92515-8001).^ 


COMBAT CRAFT 

Continued from page 12 

checks. This makes it easier. 

Complicating things, however, is the 
more difficult task of maintaining a 
straight course on land that may be cut 
by wadis , or ravines and dry washes, 
unnavigable evaporite beds, rock out- 


AMAZON JUNGLE 
SURVIVAL COURSE 

12 JULY-28 JULY 1991 


• 17 day Jungle Survival Course, conducted in the heart of 
the AMAZON JUNGLE, at the JUNGLE WARFARE 
SCHOOL of the BRAZILIAN ARMY. 

• 13 day “short” course also available, details upon request. 

• Brazilian Army Instructors; JUNGLE SCHOOL qualification 
badge and course qualification certificate to be issued by 
JUNGLE WARFARE SCHOOL, Manaus, Brazil. 

• Short "R&R" included to see Manaus and Rio de Janeiro. 

This 17 day expedition includes round-trip airfare from Miami; deluxe 
hotels in Rio de Janeiro and Manaus during “R&R”; all instruction, 
transportation, meals, shelter, and equipment while in the AMAZON; 
as well as breakfasts and tours while on “R&R” 

The all inclusive price is $2,988. Send a stamped self-addressed | 
#10. envelope for further information to: 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF AIRBORNE VETERANS 
606 West Barry Street, Suite 181 
Chicago, IL 60657 USA Tel: 1 -312-327-3120 


. i .miujmjimnmjjHmM. i ii.u. i .M.n. i m.imjjH.Mjjj. i Mmmm 


B-Square Mounts 

This new mount is instant on and off with only one hand. There are no 
knobs, screws, or extra parts. The new mount has both NATO Stanag 
and standard dovetail provisions. Colt AR15/16 dovetail base, com¬ 
plete with rings, #18505. 



mo 

GUNSMITHING! 


SEE YOUR 
DEALER 
TODAY! 
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10,000 

FIREARMS 

BARGAINS 

Are you a gun trader? Gun 
collector? Or are you ji ' r ' 

plain interested in guns? If 
you are, you’ll profit from 
reading the bargain-filled 
columns of SHOTGUN 
NEWS, now published 3 
times each month. It’s the 
leading publication for the sale, purchase and 
trade of firearms and accessories of all types. 
SHOTGUN NEWS has aided thousands of gun 
enthusiasts locate firearms, both modern and 
antique - rifles, shotguns, pistols, revolvers, 
scopes, mounts.. .all at money-saving prices. The 
money you save on the purchase of any one of 
the more than 10,000 listings 3 times a month 
more than pays your subscription cost. You can’t 
afford to be without this unique publication. 

Free Trial Offer! 

Money Back Guarantee. 

That means you get 36 big issues. What’s more, if 
you're not completely satisfied, just tell us. We'll 
immediately refund your money in full and you can 
keep the issues you already hpve. Fair enough? You 
bet! Fill in the coupon below and mail it today! 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

MASTERCARD & VISA CUSTOMERS 

(Subscriptions Only) 

CALL 1-800-345-6923 

★ ★★★★★ 

1 YEAR (36 Issues) • $20.00 

Sample Copy $3.00 

!" Shotgun" ’" 

m The Trading Post 

■ for anything ■ 

■ 11B Wm BSP 

Box 669, Hastings, Nebr. 68902 

I 1-402-463-4589 

g fig Fax 1-402-463-3893 S 

I Yes, Start my subscription to SHOTGUN NEWS 
. for 36 issues, $20.00 enclosed. (Foreign, Canada 
I & Mexico, 1 Year $100.00). Sample $3.00. 


Card No. Exp. Date 


Name 


Address 


City 



crops and other terrain features that 
must be steered around. 

No Problem 

In practice, though, this isn’t too big 
a problem. A good driver will pick a 
feature or point on the horizon to drive 
toward while maneuvering around ob¬ 
stacles. The navigator, who will proba¬ 
bly be the vehicle commander, needs 
to keep track of general direction, 
major course changes, speed, time 
and distance covered on his map plot. 
This information can be plotted using 
the same symbols used in nautical 
navigation (see illustration). Odometer 
distance should be corrected as nec¬ 
essary to account for minor steering 
adjustments during cross-country driv¬ 
ing. Every minor turn need not be 
plotted. 

What the navigator does need to do 
is estimate position at least every half 
hour and take fixes whenever he is 
able. This should be done routinely 
while on the move. If there is doubt 
about a position and a good landmark 
comes into view — and the tactical 
environment allows — it may be worth¬ 
while to stop, get out of the track, and 
shoot a good back azimuth with the 
lensatic compass. If you keep a good 
course plot, you’ll always have a linear 
feature — the plotted line — to cut with 
the azimuth line. This will give you a 
pretty good position estimate even if 
you can only shoot an azimuth to one 
feature. 

(Note: We’ve all been taught in 
Basic Training not to make marks on 
our maps, in case of capture. I would 
suggest that if marking the map will 
help us avoid capture and complete 
our mission, it’s OK. But use some 
common sense and don’t list unneces¬ 
sary information — “Battalion CP” with 
a position fix, for instance.) 

The navigator should also be look¬ 
ing ahead on the map and predicting 
terrain features to shoot fixes on over 
the next 30 to 60 minutes. He can also 
give the driver a heads-up on danger¬ 
ous terrain ahead. 

If you’re fortunate enough to be in a 
vehicle equipped with a compass, 
dead reckoning will be simplified. Air¬ 
craft compasses and better vehicle 
compasses — such as those sold for 
the serious off-road and rally market 
—have adjustments to compensate for 
iron surroundings, but hand-held com¬ 
passes shouldn’t be used inside a 
track, Humvee or whatever unless you 
know for certain what the induced 
compass error is and know that the 
error remains constant while the vehi¬ 
cle is moving. 

So desert dead reckoning is actually 
a combination of compass (or celestial) 
navigation combined with terrain asso¬ 
ciation, resection, and pace count, 
mechanized style, with an odometer. 




GIANT 

HEAVY DUTY 
INFLATABLE BOATS 

2 MAN $38 

3 MAN $50 

4 MAN $65 

Before Midnight March 30 
As part of an advertising test Dunlap Boat Mfg. will 
send any of the above size boats to any reader of this 
publication who reads and responds to this test be¬ 
fore midnight, March 30 This test has been commis¬ 
sioned by the International Boat Exchange. Each Boat 
Lot No. (Z-26 PVC), is constructed of tough high 
density vinyl fabric (resistant to abrasions, sub¬ 
freezing temperatures, sunlight, salt & oil), and has 
electronically welded embossed seams, nylon safety 
line grommeted all around, heavy duty oar locks, 
equipped with attachments for an optional motor 
mount to handle up to a 2Vs h.p. motor, 4 separate 
air chambers for extra safety in 4-man, self-locking 
safety valves (includes a combined hand/foot infla- 
tor/deflator bellows style pump), has hull identification 
numbers per the United States Coast Guard Boating 
Standard, and is recommended for marine, ocean and 
fresh water recreation, camping, fishing or a family 
fun boat. Each boat will be accompanied with a 
LIFETIME guarantee that it must perform 100% or it 
will be replaced free. Add $7 handling & crating for 
each boat ordered, Dunlap Boat Mfg. pays all ship¬ 
ping (Coritinential USA). There is no other monetary 
requirement. If your order is received within the next 
ten days you will receive FREE a rugged water sport 
(waterproof) digital wristwatch specifically designed 
for water, diving, etc. (features second, minute, hour, 
date and month). Lights up at night, and is accurate 
to the 10th of a second each year. Should you wish 
to return your boat you may do so for a refund or ex¬ 
change. Any letter postmarked after March 30 will be 
returned. LIMIT: one (1) boat per address, no 
exceptions. Send appropriate sum together with your 
name and address to: Test Dept. #A329 Dunlap Boat 
Mfg., 517 W. Garfield Ave., Glendale, CA 91204. Or 
for fastest service from any part of the country call 
FREE before midnight seven days a week. Have credit 
card ready. 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-637-3823 
Ask operator for BOAT TEST #A329 
Before midnight 7 days a week. 

Have credit card ready 


NOTICE 

To 

CALIFORNIA 

RESIDENTS 

Some firearms advertised in this magazine may or may not be 
lawful for sale in California 

Those specifically not allowed for sale in California are: 

A. All of the following rifles: 

1. Avtomat Kalashnikovs (AK) series 

2. UZI and Galil 

3. Beretta AR-70 (SC-70) 

4. CETMEC3 

5. Colt AR-15 series and CAR-15 series 

6. Daewoo K-1, K-2, Max 1, and Max 2. 

7. Fabrique Nationale FN/FAL, FN/LAR and FNC 

8. FAMAS MAS223 

9. Heckler & Koch HK-91, H-93, HK-94 and PSG-1 

10. MAC 10 and MAC If 

11. SKS with detachable magazine 

12. SIG AMT. SIG 500 Series, and SIG PE-57 

13. Springfield Armory BM59 and SAR-48 

14. Sterling MK-6 and SAR 

15. Steyr AUG 

16. Valmet M62, M71S and M78 

17. Armaiite AR-180 Carbine 

18. Bushmaster Assault Rifle (armgun) 

19. Calico M-900 Assault Carbine 

20. Mandall THE-TAC-1 Carbine 

21. Plainfield Machine Company Carbine 

22. PJK M-68 Carbine 

23. Weaver Arm Nighthawk 

B. All of the following pistols: 

1. UZI 

2. Encom MP-9 and MP-45 

3. MAC 10 and MAC 11 

4. INTRATEC TEC-9 

5. Mitchell Arms Spectre Auto 

6. Sterling MK-7 

7. Calico M-900 

C. All of the following shotguns: 

1. Franchi SPAS 12 and LAW 12. 

2. Gilbert Equipment Company Striker 12 and 
SWD Street Sweeper 

3. Encom CM-55 
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*8©F BACK ISSUES 

1989-1990 

BUY SIX ... GET THREE FOR FREE 

Buy just six back issues of SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE for $30 and we’ll throw in 3 FREE ISSUES of 
your choice. OR buy nine back issues for $45 and we’ll send you THREE FREE ISSUES PLUS A BLACK SOF 
BINDER to keep all 12 in. That’s a $70 value for just $45. And we'll still give you FREE DOMESTIC POSTAGE. 
(Foreign Orders: add $3 1st issue, $1 each additional.) Act Now! ALL issues are available except #2 & #3. Single 
orders $5.00 each. Here’s just a partial list: 


#136 February 1969: MERCS: the Barry Sadler 
story; mere bar in Guatemala City; AFRICA: SOF in 
Chad; HISTORY: Brits face Afghan death march; 
PHILIPPINES: government victory on Panay; 
WEAPONS: guns of Ovamboiand; Ruger Mini 
Thirty; Swedish Ks. 

#137 March 1989: AFGHANISTAN: SOF debriefs 
four Afghan helicopter pilots; SOUTH AMERICA: 
SOF staffer wounded during Peruvian live fire; 
WEAPONS: Taurus .357 Magnums; today's sur¬ 
face-to-air missiles keep aircraft at bay; U.S. Army 
sniper rifle specs ill-conceived. 

#138 April 1989: MIDDLE EAST: Golani Brigade’s 
battle at Beaufort Castle; Beirut’s forever war; DRUG 
YAR: SOF in Peru’s cocaine valley; AFGHANI¬ 
STAN: muj fighting to win the peace; WEAPONS: 
10mm handguns; demented inventions; UZI caliber 
conversions. 

#139 May 1989: AFGHANISTAN: SOF corre¬ 
spondent inside Kabul; interview with Abdul Haq, 
commander poised to take the city; VIETNAM: 
downed American flyer in Hanoi prison camp; 
POW/MIA video "We Can Keep You Forever” 
review; WEAPONS: M60 quick fixes. 

#140 June 1989: DRUG V\AR: Crack in America 
and LA. gang warfare; AFGHANISTAN: muj defend 
Safed Koh mountain passes; MILAN beginning to 
appear in Afghanistan; AFRICA: Mike Hoare’s 
Congo meres’ masterpiece; WEAPONS: Applegate- 
Fairbaim classic smatchet; H&K’s P7K3 pistol. 

#141 July 1989: SOUTHEAST ASIA: escape and 
evasion in Cambodia; ELITE UNITS: Colombia’s 
Lanceros; STATESIDE: crack and drug gangs 
invade the heartland; AFGHANISTAN: Congress¬ 
man Wilson gets muj Stinger missiles; WEAPONS: 
new Detonics compact .45; facts on gun ownership. 
#142 August 1989: ELITE UNITS: U.S. Marine 
snipers in Beirut; Oman’s Cobra commandos; 
AFGHANISTAN: muj attack Jalalabad; AFRICA: 
Angola’s ambush alley; VIETNAM: cav scouts prowl 
for POWs; WEAPONS: South Africa’s 155mm 
artillery. 

#143 September 1989: VIETNAM TODAY: Ho Chi 
Minh City’s ARVN vets; AFRICA: combat tour to 
central Angola; insider’s account of Rhodesian Fire 
Force's air component; ELITE UNITS: SAS ops in 
Northern Ireland; MERC WORK: CTU rescues 
American. held overseas; 

WEAPONS: H-S Precision’s 
take-down sniper system. 

#144 October 1989: MID¬ 
DLE EAST: Delta/SEAL hos¬ 
tage rescue plan betrayed; 

AFGHANISTAN: SOF cor¬ 
respondent treks to Panjshir 
Vblley, interview commander 
Massoud; SOUTHEAST 
ASIA: American aids rescue 
after Cambodian massacre; 

WEAPONS: U.S. Army’s next 
combat rifle; U.S.-made Hind 
helicopter clones. 

#145 November 1989: 

ELITE UNITS: what it takes to 
wear the green beret; British 
commando gunners; SW<V 
Namibia’s Koevoet coun¬ 
terinsurgency police; AF¬ 
RICA: SOF staffer again res¬ 
cues Westerners from 


Mozambique; WEAPONS: Soviet LAN, RPG-22; 
North American Arms’ pint-sized .22; finally a knife 
designed for U.S. airborne. 

#146 December 1989: VIETNAM: MACV/SOG 
spike team fights for its life; NVA general's pistol 
causes controversy; AFGHANISTAN: muj fight each 
other before uniting against Reds; MIDDLE EAST: 
Lt. Col. Oliver North’s fight against terrorism; CEN¬ 
TRAL AMERICA: El Salvador’s dying insurgency; 
WEAPONS: Casull’s .454 cannon. 

#147 January 1990: INSURGENCIES: Mozam¬ 
bique, Guatemala, Sri Lanka; ELITE UNITS: SOF 



correspondnent trains with Soviet paras; ANALY¬ 
SIS: Oliver North and bombing of Libya; HISTORY: 
Tillamook guerrillas; WEAPONS: French surplus 
military rifles. 

#148 February 1990: SOF BEHIND THE LINES: 
Burma, Nicaragua, Afghanistan; ELITE UNITS: 
South Africa’s Recce Commandos; ANALYSIS: 
China; WEAPONS: Israeli Timber Wolf, Philippine 
bolo. 


#149 March 1990: DRUG WR: Rangers in fireffght 
with crack dealers; BURMA: SOF under fire with 
Karen rebels; ELITE UNITS: South Africa’s Recces 
Part 2, Brit Pathfinders; PERU: at focal point of 
Sendero Luminoso insurgency; WEAPONS: 
Walther’s THP with Warp 3 sound suppressor. 

#150 April 1990: PANAMA: Noriega falls and SOF 
is there — exclusive first-person reports; DRUG 
W<VR: patrolling with night narcs; ANGOLA: UNITA 
beats back Marxist FAPLA offensive; AFGHANI¬ 
STAN: SOF’s reporter escapes execution; WEAP¬ 
ONS: Italy's 9mm Spectre, SOF Three-Gun Match. 
#151 May 1990: EL SALVADOR: inside Salvador’s 
Tet, American church mere unmasked, exclusive on 
FMLN assassin’s bullet; PANAMA: Combat photog¬ 
rapher goes down in action, Spectre gunships hit 
Noriega's HQ, 82nd Airborne sniper; WEAPONS: 
Israeli night observation equipment. 

#152 June 1990: VIETNAM: secret SEAL mission; 
SOUTH AMERICA: Brit meres target Medellin drug 
cartel kingpins, Yank trains Peruvian security teams; 
BEIRUT: SOF with Christian Lebanese Forces; 
PANAMA: Marines get in on the action; WEAPONS: 
Glock’s Model 21 

#153 July 1990: EASTERN EUROPE: what really 
happened in Romania; COMBAT REPORT: Cam¬ 
bodia resistance attacks regime fort; VIETNAM: 
shootout on Highway One; AFGHANISTAN —muj 
versus muj; USA: death of a bank robber; WEAP¬ 
ONS: SOF exposes Combloc support of FMLN. 
#154 August 1990: SOUTHEAST ASIA: Thailand’s 
terror years, H'mong resistance in Laos; VIETNAM: 
POW nightmare, Flight of the Intruder, WEAPONS: 
Colt’s Double Eagle .45. 

#155 September 1990: CENTRAL AMERICA: he¬ 
roes of Panama, FMLN offensive, SOFer trains Guat 
paras; SOUTHEAST ASIA: Communist defeat in 
Thailand, ’Nam doorgunner; UNITED STATES: 
Coast Guard fires up narcos. 

#156 October 1990: SPECIAL 150-PAGE SOF 
15TH ANNIVERSARY ISSUE. CENTRAL AMER¬ 
ICA: Just Cause jailbreak, SOF trains contras; 
AFRICA: Yank in Liberia; MERCENARIES: treach¬ 
ery in Suriname; ADVENTURE: BASE jumping, 
$\NAT Olympics. 

#157 November 1990: SOUTH/CENTRAL AMER¬ 
ICA: Bogota bomb squad, SOF trains Salvo SV\AT, 
anti-Castro Cuban exiles; 
TRINIDAD: SOF on the 
ground during coup attempt; 
KOREA: on the DMZ, Mil- 
Speak tunnels under lan¬ 
guage barrier. 

#158 December 1990: SPE¬ 
CIAL MIDDLE EAST COV¬ 
ERAGE SECTION: Desert 
Shield showdown, Brit es¬ 
capes from Kuwait, spec ops, 
terrorists back Hussein, 
SOF’s RKB in Gulf of Oman; 
CANADA: civil war; COLOM¬ 
BIA: kid killers; WEAPONS: 
S&W’s Model 640 
Centennial; MERCENAR¬ 
IES: French Foreign Legion 
—last bastion of the interna¬ 
tional soldier; SOUTHEAST 
ASIA: fortress Taiwan. 


SOF Back Issues, Dept. SF391 • P.0. Box 693 • Boulder, CO 80306 
YES, Send me (Write In Issue Numbers): 


1st Issue #_ 
2nd Issue #. 
3rd Issue #. 
4th Issue #. 


5th Issue #. 
6th Issue #. 
7th Issue #. 
8th Issue #. 


9th Issue #_ 
10th Issue#. 
11th Issue#. 
12th Issue#. 


___ I Have Enclosed $30 For 9 Issues (a $45 Value) 

_I Have Enclosed $45 For 12 Issues and a Binder (a $70 Value) 

_I Have Enclosed $_For The Issues indicated Above ($5 each) 

Foreign Order* Add: S3 tor 1 at Issue; SI Esdi Add'l. Issue. 

Visa or Mastercard Orders: Number_ 


Exp. Date:. 


. Signature 


City, State, Zip. 
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Titanium Semi-Prepped Hammer for 1911 pistols: 

#4007-Comm. style or #4008-"Rectangle".$ 76.00 

Titanium /Carbon Fiber Match Trigger: ............... ' - 

#4006-Long or #4006S-Shoit Trigger.$ 29.95 

Titanium Hammer Strut for 191 l's: #4009 ...$ 12.95 

Titanium Firing Pin :... 

_ #40M _|#4003 for .45 or #4004 for 9mm/.38 super.$ 24.95 IM 

CAD-CAM"Forged"Semi-Prepped Sear, (Steel): #4005...$ 19.95 #4006 or #4006S 

EDM, A*6 Tool Steel Semi-Prepped Hammer: ...#4001-Comm, style or #4002-"Rectangle M .. 
Shooting Star 10RD-38 Super IPSC Stainless Magazine w/basepad:.#4022.... 


High-Sweep Beaver tail Grip Safety:.#4032 - blue ..$29.95; #4033 - stainless.$ 31.95 

Hex Head Grip Screws (set of 4 w/wrench):.. #4048 - blue.... $ 7.95; #4048S - stainless.$ 8.95 

I Extended Thumb Safety:.#4043 - blue ..$ 29.95; #4044 - stainless.$31.95 

Ambidextrous Safety:.#4045 - blue.. $ 49.95; #4046 - stainless.$ 54.95 



8RD .45 Match Magazine w/extended base pad, stainless:.#W047DE $ 28.95 

Full Length Recoil Guide System (Govt, Gold Cup or Comm.) (1 lpc. set): #W064.$35.00 

ACCU-COMP "DP-K" Double Chamber Compensator Kit, ,45Gov’t:.#W300,45 ....$299.95 

ACCU-COMP H DP-K H Kit in .38 super w/supported ramp. Gov’t:.#W300,38 ....$324.95 


Stainless Steel Magazine Weight for 1911 mags adds l-3/4oz (screws included):.#4195 ....$7.00 

Urethane Buffs (very tough shock absorbing buffer pads) Pkg. of 5:...#4196 ....$ 535 

Urethane Mag. Pads: Red, Yellow, Black, Pink, Orange, Blue, or Green. Pkg. of 5: ...#4197_$ 9.95 

Custom Grips for 191 l’s, cut for S&A Mag-Guide. Specify CocoBolo or Bocate:.#4198.. $ 54.95 


{ W TAutfeorized Parts Distributor 


AMERICAN 

EXPRESS 


fj^lasterCar^J 


| Dealer Inquries Invited | 


mm wm 


FED. EXPRESS 
DELIVERY 
ONLY S3 MORE 


A. J&. fa. 

P.O. Box 1995, Dpt. SF 
El Dorado, AR 71731 

f C3II TqB Free \ 

Ii~800-643~1564J 

Send $2 for complete catalog 


MIL-TIME, 


THE SPECIALIST IN QUALITY 
MILITARY DESIGN WATCHES 


THE AMERICAN SERIES 

PRECISION WEST GERMAN QUARTZ ANALOG MOVEMENT WITH 
DATE DISPLAY • 12/24 HOUR MARKINGS • LUMINOUS HANDS 
AND HOUR INDICATORS • SOLID BRASS CASE * SHOCK AND 
WATER RESISTANT • STAINLESS STEEL BACK • SCRATCH 
RESISTANT MINERAL GLASS CRYSTAL • WATER RESISTANT 
LEATHER BAND • BI-DIRECTIONAL TIME RING BEZEL 
LONGLIFE BATTERY . LIFETIME LIMITED WARRANTY 

ACCURATE-RUGGED-HAND SOME 


MODELS AVAILABLE: MARINE CORPS (SHOWN) 
NAVY, AIR FORCE, 82 ND AIRBORNE, 101ST 
AIRBORNE, 1ST CAVALRY, 7TH INFANTRY 
SPECIAL FORCES ABN, RANGERS 




SPECIAL OFFER 

$ 69.95 


VISA/MC ORDER TOLL FREE 

1-800-328-3227 

IN CA. 415-871-6726 

OR SEND CHECK/MONEY ORDER TO 
MIL-TIME 

456 SAN MATEO AVENUE, SUITE 1 
SAN BRUNO, CA. 94066 

ALL ORDERS ADD $3.50(CAN.$7.00)S/H 
CA. ADD $5.07 TAX 

NO EXTRA S/H TO OVERSEAS MILITARY 


The idea is to always have a good 
position estimate and know which way 
you’re going. You need to know where 
you’ve started from, where you’ve 
been, and hopefully where you’re 
going. Keep all of these elements 
straight, and you won’t get lost out 
there. 

Chuck Fremont is a Special Forces 
Reserve NCO, and frequent contribu¬ 
tor to SOF.^ 


CRITIQUE 

Continued from page 67 

ambassador’s residence. We were 
going from jungle patrolling to guard 
duty in one day — it was very diversi¬ 
fied. And when Vice President Quayle 
came later, we provided his security. I 
thought the PDF and DB really weren’t 
very well trained or well motivated. 
Most of the time they didn’t put up 
much of a fight. Often we’d go into a 
town and someone would come over 
and point out where some people were 
who wanted to give themselves up. I 
did see every kind of weapon you can 
imagine down there, though, including 
one really odd Chinese 5.56mm with a 
square bolt. 

“Reports that did cause us some 
concern at first were of the ‘Battalion 
2000.’ They were listed as having 
armor, but apparently Spectre gun- 
ships took care of them early on, and 
they were out of it. I saw some of their 
vehicles later and they’d been really 
messed up.” 

— E.B. 


TOOLS OF THE TRADE 

Though the primary mission of 
FAST is basically security rather than 
direct action, their armory is well 
stocked, and they can go In loaded 
for bear. 

Every man carries an M9 pistol, with 
extended magazines when necessary, 
in an after-market “deuce gear” holster 
worn low and secured with a leg band, 
large enough to accommodate “sure 
lights” attached to the bottom of the 
pistol for dusk and night MOUT 
operations. 

FAST issues two 9mm submachine 
guns: the Colt Model R0635 and the 
H&K MP5 A3, both with retractable 
stocks. The well-liked MP5 A3 can also 
be equipped with a grenade launcher. 

The 9mm Colt looks a lot like its big 
brother in 5.56mm, but it is slightly 
lighter and shorter. Little training is 
required when a Marine trades his 
M16A2 rifle for an R0635. 

With FAST’s mission — close-in, 
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urban combat — it’s easy to see why 
the Corps chose 9mm SMGs. The 
lighter cartridge is more manageable 
on auto fire, and is less likely to keep 
on going after impacting a target, a 
consideration when civilians and bad 
guys are jumbled up together. 

The Mossberg shotgun, Model 590, 
is used principally by FAST as a door 
breaching weapon, but with its nine 
rounds of 12 gauge ammo the Moss¬ 
berg can be a potent antipersonnel 
weapon as well. The 590 has rifle-type 
sights, and FAST Marines are encour¬ 
aged to think of the shotgun as a 
precision weapon, and trained to em¬ 
ploy it accordingly. The 590 weighs 7 
1/4 pounds, is 40 inches overall, is 
Parkerized with stock and forearm of 
tough synthetic. The Model 590 has an 
interchangeable barrel capacity, a 
bayonet lug and sling swivels. 

And that’s just the small arms. FAST 
Companies in both the Atlantic and 
Pacific FMFs have some awesome 
organic weaponry, including MK19 
40mm automatic grenade launchers, 
three M2 HB .50 caliber machine guns, 
12 M60s, three 60mm mortars, and 12 
"bunker busters” — 83mm MK 153 
MOD D SMAWS. This looks like a 
hybrid of a 3.5 rocket launcher and the 
late and unlamented LAW, weighs 
29.34 pounds, is 54 inches long, and 
has an effective range of 250 meters. 
Unlike the older 3.5, the SMAW is 
designed to be fired by one man, and it 
has a 9mm spotting rifle attached. The 
SMAW fires a 13-pound encased 
rocket that arms itself 10 meters down- 
range and packs the wallop of a 2.4 
pound HE warhead. It will bust hard- 
stand fortifications and even some 
armor. 

The 40mm automatic grenade 
launcher is also a relatively new 
weapon which, owing to its weight of 
68 pounds, is usually vehicle mounted, 
but may also be employed from a 
tripod. It fires belt-fed 40mm grenades 
at a rate of 350-450 rounds per minute 
at a muzzle velocity of 790 feet per 
second, and can really saturate an 
area with HE. 

One of the more interesting devices 
in the FAST bag of tricks is the “Flash 
Bang” concussion grenade, a device 
used to good effect in Just Cause. This 
"Assault Grenade Mark III, A2” con¬ 
tains 8 ounces of TNT flaked powder, 
and in the words of one demo man, 
"will really rattle your ears and stun the 
hell out of you. In a confined space it’s 
like a super flash bulb going off, with a 
bang like a 105 simulator.” 

Then there’s the profusion of other 
unusual gear FAST Marines are fes¬ 
tooned with: web pouches tailored to 
carry concussion grenades and SMG 
magazines, "Second Chance” protec¬ 
tive vests, Gore-tex laminate cold 
weather outerwear, figure-eight de- 



DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES SOUND 
5000 TIMES ^ 

! TheVanSleek FARFOON® 


$148 

postpaid 


The VanS leek Farfoon generation of 
Distant Sound Detectors combines the 
best features of older models to bring you 
the most versatile unit yet developed. 

Utilizes a 3-1/2” built- in parabolic dish 
with “spider-mount” super-sensitive micro¬ 
phone for Sound Mirror effect, previously found 
only on larger, more cumbersome sound detectors 
(like those big dishes on the sidelines at football 
games). VanSleek features handy size (weighs about 2-lbs.), 
is easy to use in tight places. Made for professional hunters to 
hear approaching animals at great distance, the VanSleek has 
been discovered by the security industry. On city terrain, 
sounds leap across blocks and streets. Solid state-of-the-art 
circuitry. Sound cut-off. Powered by 6 penlight batteries for 
increased amplitude. Use VanSleek and enjoy mirrored sound 
gathering not possible with direct receiver products. Sold 
world-wide to government, military, police, hunters & fisher¬ 
men. Discover the range of uses on land and sea; money back 
guarantee. $148.00 postpaid. Order by mail from: 

MC/Visa & COD Order Toll Free 


THE VanSleek 

Hears A Whisper 
Farther than TWO Footbaii Fields! 


Quan 


Item 


Price 


Vansleek $148 


Total Enclosed Q 


©1990 


1-800-821-5157 


The Dutchman, Dept. 391 
P.O. Box 12548 
Overland Park, KS 66212 



“OPERATION GREAT WALL” 

Non-jumping veterans and families also welcome 


17 August - 24 August 1991 

tf you’re an Active, Reserve or Veteran military 
airborne qualified static-line jumper, this once- 
in-a-lifetime international reunion includes; 

• Ground training refresher and static-line 
parachute jump from an ANTONOV AN-2T 
bi-plane with the Chinese Airborne Division 
troops in Beijing. 

• Official jump wings and certificates awarded 
by the host army on completiopn of exercise. 

• A special programme of military displays and 
demonstrations. A tour of Beijing's huge 
system of underground tunnels and atom 
bomb shelters. 


• Excursions to the GREAT WALL, one of the 
wonders of the ancient world, and to the 
exotic FORBIDDEN CITY. Visit some of the 
biggest and most unusual military museums 
in the world. Optional visit to P.L.A. rifle 
range to shoot a variety of Communist 
weapons is also available. 

• Non-jumpers are welcome to participate in 
all ground activities and attend exercises as 
observers. 

The eight day tour includes round-trip airfare from 
Los Angeles (special connecting airfares available); 
ground transportation in China; deluxe hotel accom¬ 
modations with breakfast, many other meals and all 
military and siteseeing tours. The all inclusive price 
is $2988. 

Send a stamped self-addressed envelope to: 


International Association of Airborne Veterans 
Suite 181, 606 West Barry Street, Chicago, IL 60657 USA Tei: 312/327-3120 
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COUNTERFEIT GUNS 

FULL-SIZE WORKING REPLICA MODELS 

They’re realistic. These classic models look, weigh, feel 
and handle like the expensive originals. Metal parts are 
hand assembled; you can spin the cylinders, work the 
slide action & release the clips. Completely Safe 
NON-FIRING - DELIVERED FULLY ASSEMBLED 


G.l. .45 
Automatic 

Slide, safeties & action 
work like original. Can be 
disassembled. Over 32 metal 
parts. Lgth. 9.5". Wt. 2.5 lbs. 
*#01-300 (Standard Finish) .... $107ppd 
*#01-300S (Nickel Finish);. .$119PPD 





WWII 
Dagger 

German Diplomatic Dress. Lgth. 15". Wt. 1 lb. 

#22-4042.........$40ppd 


M92 
Military 

Slide, trigger & clip work. Can 
be partially disassembled. 

Lgth. 8.5" Wt. 3 lbs. 

*#22-1254.$92ppd 


__ 1873 

Peacemaker 

Single action 
works like original, w/wood 
grips. Can be partially 
disassembled. Lgth. 11.5". Wt. 2 lbs. 

#22-1186/G. $60ppd p 

U.S. Marshal’s Badge f IIS^ 

Made from original dies. 

#14-711... $14ppd «**- ® 

V 
1 

W 1860 

Army Revolver 

Action works like original, 
w/wood grips. Can be partially 
disassembled. Lgth. 13". Wt. 2.1 lbs. 

#22-1083/L $62ppd 





Letter Opener 

Minature detailed Civil War Sabre. Lgth. 8.5" 

#22-3005.$15ppd 

gatung r £"”■ ja^-^ESKT" 

GUN I9T Metal Receiver w/Bronxe 

H njr ' ’ Antique Finish 


iTJrlil "I'.iu-jl ' 



Metal Hub 
w/ Antique 
Bronze 


IHttM 
VAmMm. 
tfitri. hJilil H.ic 

Ifrr'ti & 

lllOTIH. 5 D ) IDWH 3 I U| 


MODEL 1883 

A classic Vsth scale 

limited edition, w/ metal movable parts. 

----- ^$1 59ppd_ 

COLLECTOR’S ARMOURY, Inc. Oept • SO ^Sold w/orange 
P.0. Box 59, Alexandria, VA 22313 P S N ° l 

Send_□ Free Color Catalog theatrical use. 

□ Money Order □ Check Enclosed □ Dealer Information 

Credit Card Orders—Call Toll Free 1 (800) 544-3456, ext. 515 


Address; „ 


City/St tte/Zip: 


L — ___—. . Monsy Back (Leu Pottage) If Not Satlified — - 


scenders, snap links, and tactical “sit 
harnesses” for rappelling. One of the 
most interesting items of gear FAST 
has at its disposal, the “Fast Rope,” 
deserves a word of explanation. It’s a 
python-thick line that looks like the 
climbing ropes used in gym class, 
except it has a tensile strength of 
35,000 pounds. A 12-man FAST team 
can clear a chopper in a matter of 
seconds, like firemen sliding down a 
pole. 

- E.B. ^ 


CHARLES TAYLOR 

Continued from page 37 

ate U.S. personnel and to secure a perime¬ 
ter around the U.S. Embassy. He derided 
any talk that an African intervention force 
would be able to land. Such a force later 
landed over 5,000 men, unopposed by the 
NPFL. Taylor also ridiculed Prince Johnson 
and his much smaller force, but it was to be 
Prince Johnson, not Taylor, who would 
capture most of central Monrovia and Presi¬ 
dent Doe. 

By the end of the interview there was no 
doubt in my mind that Taylor had nothing 
but self-interest at heart, regardless of the 
terrible cost to Liberia. As I raced my small 
blue car back to the Ivory Coast border, 
competing with gathering monsoon clouds, 
I was not sorry to be leaving. Meeting Taylor 
had been an anticlimax of the first order. 

Militarily, Taylor has shot himself in the 
foot. NPFL fortunes slumped and never 
recovered after losing Prince and Elmer 
Johnson. It would appear that Taylor’s own 
paranoia has led him to actions that have 
effectively “snatched defeat from the jaws 
of victory.” But, whilst he lacks the strategic 
aptitude to bring the war to a conclusive 
end, he retains the potential to remain a 
festering wound in Liberian politics for many 
years to come ... provided he doesn’t 
eliminate too many of his own supporters. 

Meanwhile, Liberia continues to count 
the cost in butchered civilians. 

— Peter Douglas ^ 


FRENCH CONNECTION 

Continued from page 49 

90 other ranks), and in the Escadron 
Galy-Dejean they are all professional 
soldiers. There are no conscripts here. 
Many of the troops have seen service in 
Chad, Djibouti and the Central African 
Republic. 

But perhaps the most important 
contributing factor to the high morale is 
the attitude of the professional elements of 
the French army. Conditions in France just 
aren’t a lot better than they are here. That 
is not meant as a criticism, for as one 
Foreign Legion colonel explained, comfort 
is the enemy of the soldiers of France. 
They experience littte enough comfort at 
home and the change from France to Saudi 


Arabia isn’t as dramatic as it is for some of 
the other military organizations deployed 
here. France is by no means a poor nation, 
but the army has the attitude that poverty is 
a virtue. They don’t have the largess of 
their American cousins, and they are better 
soldiers because of it. 

The motto of the Escadron Galy-Dejean 
is “sans repit” (without rest). Watching 
them train in the desert, it seems that rest is 
just one of many things they do without. 
But for all they lack, they have an 
abundance of the virtues which produce 
success in combat. They are physically fit, 
confident, and display a high degree of 
professionalism and esprit de corps. While 
many in Washington and elsewhere 
question the behavior and motivation of 
the French, it would be a mistake for 
anyone, especially the Iraqis, to question 
the competence and resolve of France’s 
soldiers in Saudi Arabia. 

John McDonald is a former SOF staffer, 
currently on assignment for SOF in the 
Persian Guif. 


FRENCH FAR AND 
LEGION 

When the political leadership of France 
decides to exercise its military options, the 
instrument used is the Force D’Action 
Rapide. Known by its acronym FAR, the five 
combat divisions of the Force comprise the 
immediate reaction force of the French 
military. The regiments of FAR have re¬ 
sponded to crises in Chad, the Central 
African Republic, Lebanon and, most re¬ 
cently, Saudi Arabia. 

Five divisions, along with a logistics 
brigade and command elements belong to 
FAR. The divisions are organized by func¬ 
tions and include the 4th Airmobile Division, 
the 6th Light Armored Division, the 9th 
Marine Division, the 11th Airborne Division 
and the 27th Alpine Division. Most soldiers 
serving in the FAR are professionals, as 
opposed to conscripts. Among its compo¬ 
nents are four regiments from the French 
Foreign Legion. 

4e Division Aero Mobile: The combat 
aviation element of the FAR, the 4th Divi¬ 
sion provides helicopters for transport, re¬ 
supply, close air support, command and 
control and an effective antitank capability. 
Comprising of six regiments, the division 
contains roughly 7,000 men and 250 
helicopters. Of the helicopters, 90 are 
antitank, 30 for reconnaissance and 30 for 
command and control, plus 70 Puma large 
transport aircraft, and 30 smaller Gazelles 
for troop movement and supply missions 
—used much as Hueys were used in 
Vietnam. The 4th is headquartered in 
Nancy in northwest France. 

6e Division Legere Blindec (light 
armor): Home to three Foreign Legion 
regiments (the 6th Engineer, the 1st Cav¬ 
alry and the 2nd Infantry), the 6th Division is 
well-represented in Saudi Arabia. Elements 
of all three Legion regiments mentioned 
above are here, as are troops of the Spahis, 
cavalry regiments raised during the French 
presence in North Africa. The 6th consists 
of seven regiments containing 7,200 fight- 
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NON-JUMPING 
VETERANS AND 
FAMILIES ALSO WELCOME 

If you're active, reserve or veteran military airborne qualified, static-line jumper, this once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity includes: 

• Ground training refresher and BALLOON jump at the Thai Special Warfare Command, 
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Special Forces. 
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as observers. 
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envelope for tour brochure to: 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
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ing vehicles and 36 artillery pieces. The 6th 
is headquartered in Nimes. 

9e Division DTnfanterie de Marine: Six 
marine regiments and one regiment of 
engineers make up the 9th. The marines 
provide an amphibious capability and are 
geared for air transport as well. Its regi¬ 
ments contain some 72 light armored 
reconnaissance vehicles and 30 artillery 
pieces. The 9th is headquartered in Nantes. 

lie Division Parachutiste: With over 
14,000 men the 11th is the largest of the 
FAR's divisions. Thirteen regiments belong 
to the 11th, including the Foreign Legion’s 
2nd Parachute Regiment. Among its ele¬ 
ments are air delivery troops, marine para¬ 
chutists, russards with the ERC 90 armored 
reconnaissance vehicle and an airborne 
engineer regiment. The division is capable 
of commando and reconnaissance opera¬ 
tions, antitank operations and antiair de¬ 
fense. The 11th is headquartered in Tou¬ 
louse. 

27e Division Alpine: France’s specialist 
for mountain and arctic warfare, the 27th 
contains roughly 10,000 men, 1,100 anti¬ 
tank missile launchers and 36 light armored 
vehicles. The division is made up of nine 
regiments. In addition to operating in the 
mountains and in extreme weather, the 
division is also capable of fighting in an 
urban environment. The 27th is headquar¬ 
tered in Grenoble. 

In addition to the above five divisions, the 
FAR also has a command element and a 
logistics brigade headquartered in Maisons- 
Lafitte, near Paris. The commander of the 
FAR is also the senior French officer 
present in Saudi Arabia, and commands all 
French forces operating there. The logistics 
brigade provides the division with units 
specializing in everything from field medi¬ 
cine to water purification. 

Altogether the FAR numbers some 
42,000 highly trained soldiers, able to 
perform a wide variety of combat and 
training missions. Charged with the defense 
of France as well as protecting her interests 
overseas, the FAR provides the French 
government with a credible and capable 
force when military intervention is the re¬ 
quired response to a crisis. 

-JM* 


TARGET SADDAM 

Continued from page 51 

feels the scary part of being this close to 
the front is not knowing what’s going to 
happen. 

“Like when we first got here on August 
12th, if they would have said here’s your 
ammo and you’re heading up north, it 
would have been over with by now, but 
this waiting game is a killer,” Alcaraz 
explains. 

“The men upstairs know what’s going 
on, but they don’t tell us,” Cpl. 
Christopher McNeely from Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri, says. “But I guess 
when they’re ready to tell us, we go do 
whatever they want us to do.” 

McNeely thinks a move is in his 
immediate future. “I think we’ll go north. 
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I don’t see us spending all this money to 
come over here, sit here and just go home. 
I see us doing something,” he insists. 
McNeely confesses he’s scared like 
everybody else on his crew, but he feels 
he’s had the best training money can buy, 
and he’s ready to “Do it.” That’s why he 
joined the Marine Corps. 

To cope with stress, the Pace-Setters 
spend their spare time reading letters from 
home to each other. “Occasionally, we 
write each other’s families,” Alcaraz says. 

Like others in the battery, Alcaraz is just 
waiting for the other shoe to drop in this 
standoff with Saddam — “Waiting for 
word to CSMO — Cut The Shit and Move 
Out.” 

Which Way is Hell 

You can tell a lot about a Marine by just 
reading inscriptions on his Kevlar cover. 
Things like, “Merry Christmas,” “I Love 
You,” and an occasional question like, 
“Which Way Is Hell?” on the helmet 
Alcaraz wears. 

Which way is Hell? “Up north in 
Kuwait,” replies the young leatherneck. 
“That’s where Hell is, and that’s where 
we’re headed.” ^ 


ARMAGH AMBUSH 

Continued from page 73 

Belfast and other Republican strong¬ 
holds all over Northern Ireland. The PIRA 
had suffered its most crushing defeat since 
the beginning of the present conflict. 
Black flags appeared all along the Falls 
Road. A total of eight terrorists had been 
killed without the loss of a single SAS 
soldier. The tragic death of an innocent 
motorist and the wounding of his passen¬ 
ger, were the only events that marred an 
otherwise perfect antiterrorist operation. 

Once again the SAS had triumphed 
against terrorism. It would be a long time 
before the East Tyrone brigade recovered, 
but, as the SAS knew only too well, 
recover they would and this was proven on 
the following Remembrance Day at Enni¬ 
skillen. 

John Stanley is the nom de guerre of a 
retired SAS soldier who served in the 
British army for 22 years. Traveling all 
over the world with the SAS, Stanley saw 
active service in the Middle East, Northern 
Ireland and the Falklands. ^ 


TRACKS TO IRAQ 

Continued from page 55 

Regiment, 24th Infantry Division. 

SOF: Are you guys ready to rock ‘n’ 
roll? 

A: I honestly feel we’re prepared to do 


whatever it is we're called upon to do. I 
was telling them [his men] just this 
morning before you got here that one of the 
biggest stress removers is knowing that 
you know how to deal with the things 
you’ve been given to deal with. 

I mean just knowing if you're a tank 
gunner, you know how to gun. If you 're an 
infantry soldier, you know how to move 
and shoot in these sand dunes. If you're 
under NBC [Nuclear, Biological or 
Chemical] attack, you know how to use 
your gear. And I really believe that my 
soldiers are ready. 

We don't want to [fight], and of course 
nobody knows how we're going to react to 
what would probably be a tremendous 
blooding should we have to fight, but I 
think they're ready. 

SOF: Is it going to be a bloodbath? 

A: Yeah, I think there will be serious 
casualties. 

SOF: How much are field 
commanders like yourself counting on 
air power to chop up Iraqi armor and 
fortified positions? 

A: A great deal. I think it would be a big 
mistake for us not to bring the full brunt of 
what we can airwise against the enemy, 
before we ever attempted anything on the 
ground. And I really think that's the key to 
our success. 

We can soften up the underbelly with 
our air to the point that I think we can 
make a real fair fight even outnumbered. 
And I'm impressed. I've heard numbers of 
systems that are available, and I hope we 
don't fight, but I'll tell you, I think if we 
did, the air war will determine it even 
before we get committed. 

I just don't think they [Iraqis] appreciate 
the capacity we have to target their 
systems and take 'em out before we get in 
harm's way. If we bring everything to bear 
at a certain place at a certain time, we will 
make an impact rather quickly, I think. 

Strike in the Night 

SOF: Conventional wisdom says this 
whole thing will start at night. From a 
commander’s viewpoint, what would it 
be like? 

A: I think we're looking at about five 
days of air war where battalions like mine 
aren't involved. We're staging 
somewhere, but we're not really involved 
in a fight. We might be reacting to some 
artillery or Scud missiles or maybe even 
some chemicals if he [Saddam] is crazy 
enough to use them, but I see an air war of 
about 12 hours where it's pure air and I 
honestly, in my own mind and heart, think 
that in about 24 hours to 48 hours, we're 
going to win that war. 

And then the air belongs to us, and that's 
when we can divert the effort...to take out 
antiair systems and their air force, and 
[then] use those assets and put 'em against 
command and control, artillery, and 
ground targets, and when we got those 
working in conjunction with the ground, 
that's when we would move. Personally, I 


see a very cold, dark night [when the 
shooting starts] and by the time the sun 
comes up the next morning, I think we will 
have made 20-30km. There's been some 
contact and some fighting, but not a whole 
lot from a ground maneuver point of view. 
When the sun comes up, the Iraqis will be 
looking for a place to hide. But we will 
keep pressure on them, maintain contact 
and wait for nightfall so we can go back 
at 'em. 

SOF: So, they’ll get no rest? 

A: Right. They can't fight us like they 
fought Iran where they took a break and 
did logistics [resupplied] and then went 
back to the war. There aren 't going to be 
any 12-hour breaks this time. It's going to 
be a continuous fight. But it's not going to 
be easy. I think it will be bloody. But I feel 
confident that we can do what we're 
supposed to do. 

SOF: Where are we going to lose the 
troops if the air takes it to them first? 
Where’s the blood letting going to be on 
our side? 

A: They've got tremendous artillery 
capability and if we don't take that out 
before we commit to ground troops, we're 
going to take some tank hits. They've got 
a pretty good tank in the T-72. They have 
experience, but I think our guys will learn ' 
fast under combat conditions and will 
make up the deficit, their experience 
versus ours. We have an edge 
technologically. What we're lacking is 
combat experience, but I think it will come 
very quickly should we be called upon to 
fight. 

Things To Watch 

SOF: What’s your biggest concern? 

A: I'm concerned about differentiating 
between friend and foe on the battlefield. 
The Syrians also use Soviet-built T-72s. 
And the only way we can tell friend from 
foe is their position on the battlefield. 
Somebody smarter than us, or a level 
higher than us, has got to put us in a 
position on the battlefield so we aren't 
going to be looking at Syrian T-72s at the 
same time we might be looking at Iraqi 
T-72's, or we're going to have a 
significant problem, cause as you know, 
through thermal sights the signature is the 
same. It doesn't distinguish patterns of 
paint or camouflage. I mean it's a concern. 
It really is. Our training has taught us that 
the guy who shoots first wins a tank 
engagement. If he's in range, you've gotta 
shoot. We can't be fooling around 
wondering whether it's a Syrian or an 
Iraqi. It's gonna have to be cleared up for 
us before we shoot. And I think it can be 
done simply by positioning on the 
battlefield. 

[Note: To avoid shooting Syrian tanks, 
the multinational force has placed Syrian 
armor on the far western or left flank — but 
battle lines change during the course of 
combat.] 

SOF: What about the young 
American tanker? He’s not going to 
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during decocking. 
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basic firearms safety rule: 
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Entire contents © 1990 by Sturm, Ruger & Company 




wait to pull the trigger on a tank in his 
sights is he? 

A: You know I’m concerned about that 
very point. There will be a tendency to 
hesitate. I’m seeing this when I watch guys 
fire live bullets when they go downrange 
for the first time. There will be a tendency 
to hesitate. I don’t know how we get over 
that. 

SOF: If you hesitate, you’re dead! 

A: Exactly. What we’ve /earned is that 
the guy who shoots first usually wins. But 
you’ve got to hit what you shoot at. And 
7’m a little concerned that the guys may 
hesitate. I hope that by shooting more live 
rounds, and talking to them, we can help 
them, but I think well have some 
foreknowledge of whafs going to happen. 
I think well have five to seven days worth 
of knowledge if we’re going to attack or 
defend. If 11 take them that long to attack 
down to where we are, and if will probably 
take us that long to get up to where we can 
kick off an attack. And with that 
foreknowledge, I think we can talk through 
this problem of hesitation. In the 
meantime, tank commanders are 
eliminating much of the problem by giving 
their gunners (t Fire Commands. ” If you’re 
being told to shoot , maybe that will help 
young gunners click that round off. 

What Will It Be Like? 

SOF: How much confusion is there 
going to be when this thing kicks off? 
Will people go absolutely crazy out 
there? 

A: J’d like to tell [you] that it won’t, but 
I’m sure it’s going to be crazy for a while. 
At my level, I should have a pretty good 
understanding of whafs happening. But 
once you get above my level where a 
brigade commander has three battalions to 
deal with, or a division commander has 
eight or nine, I’m sure it’s going to be 
pretty confusing. 

SOF: Are you concerned about the 
numbers of Iraqis you face? 

A: No. I’m not overly concerned about 
the numbers. I’m hearing every day 
different numbers, but I’m not overly 
concerned about them, because I just think 
that the capability we have in terms of 
technology, especially at night, and what 
air can do to strip out the multipliers, will 
really even things up. And probably give 
us an advantage. 

They’re not very good at putting 
everything they have together at one point, 
one place at one time to have an effect on 
the battlefield. They fight tanks pretty 
good, they fight infantry pretty good, they 
use artillery OK, but they don’t fight 
tanks-infantry-artillery and all of the other 
assets they have very well together. I think 
we’re going to hand them so much to deal 
with at one point and time on the 
battlefield, they’re not going to be able to 
deal with that, and that’ll open up the 
window for us. 

Lieutenant Colonel Dave Jensen 
graduated from the University of Delaware 
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with a degree in elementary education, 
with emphasis on special education, 
handicapped and retarded children. But he 
knew from the time he was a junior in high 
school that he wanted to make the military 
a career. 

Jensen entered the U,S. Army in August 
1972, but never got any combat experience 
in Vietnam. That’s why Jensen depends so 
heavily on his Command Sergeant Major 
(CSM), Miguel Robels, from St. Croix, 
Virgin Islands. Robles did three combat 
tours in Vietnam. 

Colonel Jensen said, “[His] first tour 
was with the 2nd of the 18th, 1st Infantry 
Division in June 1966. Robles served with 
the 3/5 Cav with the 9th Infantry Division. 
Robles was wounded during each of those 
tours. His neck still bears scar tissue from 
bums he suffered when he had an APC 
blown out from under him. 

“Miguel is the big brother I never had,” 
Jensen said. He looks forward to coffee 
every morning with the CSM. 

Robles believes his troops are ready to 
deal with Saddam’s army. “These guys 
are better equipped and prepared than they 
were in Vietnam. They can give as well as 
receive,” Robles told me as he dropped by 
our dinner table to talk to the CO. But he 
cautioned against drawing any further 
parallels with what happened in Vietnam. 

“It’s a different ball game out here,” he 
said. “Just look around. Do you see any 
jungle? There’s no place to hide out here.” 
And unlike the poorly equipped Viet Cong 
he fought, the Iraqis are well armed. 

Although it’s difficult for Miguel 
Robles to tell a young soldier what he’s 
going to face, just the fact they know he’s 
been there is comforting. 

“When they ask me what’s the best 
thing they can do under fire,” Robles said, 
“I tell them to go with their instincts, 
’cause 99% of the time your initial 
reaction will be the right one. When bullets 
are flying, I won’t have to tell a man to 
duck. He’ll get down,” 

How does Robles feel about the 
possibility of going into combat one more 
time? 

“Before we deployed to Saudi Arabia, 
my wife said a person shouldn’t have to go 
through this twice in his lifetime.” Robles 
says he thinks about it, “But you don’t let 
it get to you.” 

As the sun sank below a sand dune to the 
west of Assembly Area Cotton, and a chill 
came over the night air, you could see the 
Cottonbalers begin to post sentries on the 
high ground they occupied. As one soldier 
walked out to his position, he talked to me 
about home, and asked, “When do you 
think this will end?” 

Sorry kid. I don’t know. 

Ross Simpson is on assignment in the Gulf 
for Soldier of Fortune.^ 


the MTIMIDATOR ENERGY FIELD 


STUNS 

AND 

IMMOBILIZES 


VISUALLY INTIMIDATING HIGH INTENSITY DISCHARGE AFFECTIVE 
UPTO 20' ON MOST ATTACKERS. JACK FOR RECHARGING, SAFETY 
SWITCH, AND ALL NECESSARY LABELING. 

SEND $99.50 

To AMAZING CONCEPTS, dept, sof 

BOX 716, AMHERST, NH 03031 




SOF WORLD 
TOURJACKET 


For the past 16 years you’ve traveled with us all over the 
globe featuring: 


• AFGHANISTAN 

• ANGOLA 

• BOLIVIA 

• BURMA 

• CAMBODIA 

• CHAD 

• COLOMBIA 

• COSTA RICA 

• CUBA 


• EL SALVADOR 

• ETHIOPIA 

. FRENCH GUIANA 

• GRENADA 

• GUATEMALA 

• HONDURAS 

• IRELAND 

• ISRAEL 

• KOREA 


• LAOS 

• LEBANON 

• MOZAMBIQUE 

• NICARAGUA 

• PAKISTAN 

• PANAMA 

• PERU 

i PHILIPPINES 

• P.R. CHINA 


i RHODESIA 

• SO. AFRICA 
» SPAIN 

• SRI LANKA 

• SURINAME 

• TAIWAN 

• THAILAND 

• USSR 

» VIETNAM 


Black Nylon Jacket with Flannel Lining. 

S49.95 (s,m,l,xl) S59.95 (xxl) plus S3 P&H 
Call Toll-Free To Order — 1-800-323-1776 opr. 131 
Or Send Check or Money Order To: 

SOF Exchange 

P.O. Box 693 • Boulder, CO 80306 
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ARMS, INC. 

REPRODUCTION KNIVES AND SWORDS 


Convert Your SKS! 

With the NEW FOLDING STOCK 


ORDER HOT LINE INQUIRIES 

800-666-9190 417-667-9190 

FAX 417-667-9191 

Call or write for FREE product brochure listing Bullpup 
Stocks, Ramline, Choate, Eagle, 

Butler Creek & More, 

Add $4.00 Shipping (Continental 48 States).AIt others call 
or write for shipping rates. Add $3,50 for C.O.D. 
Sales Tax - MO 0.5%, IN 5%, N.C. 5% 

Frank's Center, Inc. 

P.O. Box 530 - Nevada, MO 64772 Dept S.F. 


US. 

DRAGOON 
Item #SH-3 
With Scabbard 
Price $149.95 


U.S. MODEL 1840 
LIGHT ARTILLERY 
SABER 
Item #S-5 
$74,99 


SPRINGFIELD 
BAYONET AND 
SCABBARD 
Item #B-4 
$39.99 


Over 100 pages of high quality and 
functional gear: genuine military clothing 
and equipment for outdoors, survival and 
the streets. Send $3.00 for copy of our 
full color catalog. 


U.S. FOOT 
ARTILLERY 
SWORD MODEL 
1832—Item tS-7 
$8959 


U.S. 1860 
CAVALRY SABER 
Item #S-6 
$84.99 


THAT ANYONE 
CAN OWN. 

See your local ^ ^ 

dealer or send 

$2.00 for color >?■ sjffl 

ca,alo i 


Name: 


Address: 


SPANISH 
CAVALRY 
SABER 
Item #S*3 
$59.99 


ORDERING INFORMATION 

LEGENDARY ARMS, INC 

P.O. Box 20I98-SF. Greele\ Square Station 
New York, N.Y. 10001-9992*012) 532-9055 
Send cheeks or money orders, NY NJ 1A, 

Ct MN residents p/ease add appropriate safes' tax 

S&H in continental U.S. add I05E or $8. piece 
Hawaii. Alaska & foreign countries 
add 20% or $15. piece*Catalog $2.00 


We're 
^^proudto 
present our 
semi-automatic .45 
caliber legends. 




WORLO S FINEST MILITARY AND AD VEN TURE EQUIPMENT 


SCOTTISH 
CLAYMORE 1831 
Item #SS-9 


Min. credit card order $25 
Void in States where prohibited by law 
, Check local laws before ordering 


DEPT. SF-3 

2855 Centennial Ave., Radcliff, KY 40160-9000 


the FLAGS 



Size 3’ x 5’ with Grommets 
Made of Cotton and Polyester 
Indoor or Outdoor Use 
only $19.96 Each Two for $36.00 


Select From 


I □ U.S.A. □ AIR BORNE 

1 □ VIETNAM VETERAN □ 1ST. CAVALRY 
I ARMY □ KILL EM ALL LET 

: □ P.0.W./M.I.A. GOD SORT EM OUT 

| □ U.S.M.C. BULL DOG □ SKULL & BONES 

■ □ NAZI (WWI1) □ CONFEDERATE 

!□ ARMY □ MESS WTHE BEST 

I □ NAVY DIE LIKE THE REST 

I □ AIR FORCE □ AMERICA LOVE IT 

■ □MARINES OR LEAVE 

1 □ COAST GUARD □ SPECIAL FORCE’S 
| IDEAL STUDIOS, Dept. 100 


P.O. Box 41156 • Chicago, IL 60641 
Plus $3.00 Shipping & Handling. For Prompt 
delivery send cash, cashier's check or money order. 


B City, State, Zip_ 

^ ^jet^JarrWeteran Owne^ 



AtlAntA 

cutlery 


jjji Depeg* 


52 page, 4 color catalog is full of hard¬ 
working knives that you could stake 
your life on. Exciting selection 
features hunting knives, bowies, self- 
defense items, military knives, 
machetes, hardy pocketknives and ex¬ 
otic knives from around the world. In¬ 
cludes several page of knifemaking 
supplies. High quality Affordable prices. 

: l ! Send $1.00 for a year's subscription to our catalog. j 

We'll RUSH our latest catalog to your door. 


Name 


Address 


AtljIntjI 

CUTLERY Box 039AEI, Conyers. GA 30207 

No one under 18 pormilted to order this catalog! 


Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughtout the world today, corporations, professional 
men. and businessmen are spending millions annually to in¬ 
sure privacy in their offices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated 
The "HOUNO DOG” is a wise investment for anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden, 
or may be hidden in the future, in either home or office No 
radio transmitter, no matter how well it may have been hid¬ 
den, can escape detection by the 'HOUND DOG" 

The "HOUND DOG” is an advanced electronic instrument 
designed for the sole purpose of locating hidden transmitters 
An average size otfice or room can be thoroughly searched in 
only a matter of minutes The HOUND DOG” sniffs out any 
transmitters hidden m pictures, walls, desks, chairs, elc . 
regardless of (heir operating frequency 
The "HOUND DOG” is simple to use. Single knob adjust¬ 
ment calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement. By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls, chairs, pictures, desks, etc the presence 
of any transmitter will cause a rise in the meter reading The 
meter reading will continue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter 

We believe you will find Ihe "HDUND DOG" outperforms 
most other units selling lor seveial times the price. This item 
has been built since 1962 Each one is backed by a 3-year 
warranty by us. 

Meter Calibrate 



SIZE. 1.6x2.4x82 INCHES $195.00 

USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

\ Many times more powerful than other transmitters. 

\ Transmits up to * mile to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble Kit - up to 9V battery (not Ind.) 


$19.95 


Call 407-725-1000 or send $195.00 plus $5.00 shipping for Hound 
Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for FM Transmitter to USI 
Corp. P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902. COD’s OK. For a 
catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers & other speciality items 
enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 
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THE WORLD’S LARGEST 
GUN PARTS SUPPLIERS 

PRESENTS ITS NEW #15 CATALOG 


GUN PAHTS CORP. BOX SOF-3, W. HURLEY, NY 12491 
914-679-2417 TELEX 145 331 FAX 914 6795849 


INTERNATIONAL 1 COMBAT TRAINING 


NIC Law Enforcement Supply AO 

220 Carroll - SJ; Box 5210 3 f O 

Shreveport, LA 71135-5210 t-in r 
.1-318-222-2970 (24hours) 


BRIG AGE SECURITY FORCES 

RT. 1 BOX 246-37, DEPT. SOF 
MOORESVILLE. NC 28115 USA 
CATALOG $3.00 <Cash only>- PHONE (704)663-4267 


You Want U$ To Do What?! 


T1MBERSHEPHERD’ 

As featured in SWAT MAGAZINE, Nov. '83, 
Survival Guide Magazine, Aug '84, 
American Survival Guide Magazine, Feb, ’87, 

Cover feature story ATLANTA WEEKLY 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Sunday 
Magazine, Jan 31,1988 


Navy S.E.A.L Training 


Army Rangor School 


Army Croon Borot Training 
(Q-Couim) 


One man's perspective of the adventures 
and misadventures 

of the armed forces top training programs 


mm. iJfcW CORPORATION 

SUCCESSORS TO NUMRICH ARMS 


“THE ULTIMATE K-9” 

Home <& Family Protection 
All Trainers Dept of Defense Certified 
-Pups & Professional Training Available - 
Lifetime Replacement Guarantee for 
Genetic or Temperament Disorders . 

—Excellent With Children— 

Shipping Available Worldwide 

"Developed and Bred Solely by” .. 

LRRP K-9 SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1620 ME, Aiken, South Carolina 29802 
Phone 24 hours: (803) 649-5936 


Featuring an inventory of over 350 million gun parts 
in house. A500+ page catalog with exploded drawings 
that are invaluable to the gunsmith or hobbyist. Com¬ 
mercial, military, antique and foreign gun parts 
(many exclusively available from us) are listed and 
priced along with accessories, surplus & specialty 
items. A veritable encyclopedia of gun parts, this 
catalog will pay for itself time and time again with 
information and time saved in identifying parts 


S Ufi FACE FOR SIGN - $10.95 U.S. 
AtftMA1CWfiITE FOR QUOTE . send 


LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 


Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath¬ 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied!! 


COURSES: 

★ Commando + Counter Terrorism 

★ Airborne * Raid/Rescue 

★ Executive Protection (Bodyguard) 

★ Estate/Yacht/Aircraft Security 

FIREARMS TRAINING 

★ Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns (All Levels) 

★ Machineguns/Suppressors 


WESTBURV SALES CO. DEPT. BK-3-SF 

156 Post Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


FINEST QUALITY & 
LOWEST PRICES 
AVAILABLE IN 
MILITARY AND 
HUNTING EQUIPMENT 


Exact reprints of the covert Identification cards car¬ 
ried by members of the CIA controlled MAC- 
SOG.(Milltary Assistance Command-Special Opera¬ 
tions Group 1 in Vietnam!... DO NOT DETAIN OR QUES¬ 
TION HIM! He is authorized to wear civilian clothing, 
carry unusual personal weapons, pass into restricted 
areas, requisition equipment of ail types.... 

_CA_UTI ON-SOLD_AS WARRELICS ONLY! 

No. C-60 Original, multi-color folding I.D, card!..$5.00 
No. C-45 Secqnd version of the above, issued In 1971, 
two color, wallet size with laminate,.., $5.00 
No. C-53 Air America Pilot's Identification Card and 
Pass from 5 gen Late war teuel 5S.05 


Complete Line of Field & Survival Gear 


FREE! 

FULL COLOR CATALOG 


NAME: 


STREET:_ 

CITY:_ST_ZIP_ 

Moil to: GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 

7215 Kingston Pike, Dept. SF, Knoxville, TN 37919 



C.l 

1 A The teQendary 
"get out of jail 

1 free cards" 




B ^ IjulMI I 
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hunter 


Address 


■ Hideouts, Deep Cover 

■ How to “Disappear” 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT-and MORE! 
Don’t wait! Order TODAY!! 

ONLY $18.95 


BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2 3 A lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 


Frcml & Back Protector......... $200.00 ppd. 

P h !3 ■: ii u U 'h Side Panels . . $40.00 ppd. 

Trauma Plate. $35.00 ppd. 


Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 Dept. SF 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 
Ph. (704) 847-8793 FAX: (704) 847-4447 


100's of 
items !! 


■ i't 


F8931 


only $4.95 


Our Professional quality, laminated photo 1.0. system will amaze your 
associates! We provide the cards, plastic laminate and easy instruc¬ 
tions! You provide only a photo. Your I.D. Card can be finished in the 
privacy of your home! The result is a distinctive, professional identi¬ 
fication system! The highest quality cards in the US! Lost your original 
i d.? Replace it now! Select From These Kits: 


□ Bounty Hunter n Bodyguard 

□ Special Weapons Permit □ Security Consultant 

n MAC-V (CIA), #1 □ Special Operations 

□ Intelligence Officer 


□ MAC-V (CIA), #2 


□ Suppressed Weapons n Marine Recon 


□ Air America Pilot 
n Press Card 

□ Phoenix Program 

□ Delta Force 

□ Parachutist, Certified 

□ SCUBA, Certified 
n Weapons Specialist 


□ Special Forces 
n Seal Team 

□ Pilot 

□ Concealed Weps. Pmt| 

□ IntT Drivers Permit 

□ Private Investigator | 

□ Explosives Expert i 


$11.95 


LmhBBBBBiIIhsJ 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 


Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 


11623 Slater “C”, Box 8410-AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 | 

Your (□ Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add | 
Choice (□ FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to Crdtr,]" 
(California residents please add 6% sales UEr.|| 
□ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE. | 


City/State/ZIP 


7 


PRIVACY 


MINI-14 • 10/22 • AR-7 •Shotgun 
Mounts • Flash Hiders • Mcfgs • More 

c ,, *, ftA VENTECH Inc. 

Send $2.00 728 Main St. 

for complete Dept. SOF 

. ■ Louisville, CO 80027 


catalog 


(3051 447.(1474 


NIC Law Enforcement Supply 

(Nic, Inc.) 220 Carroll - S5; Box 5210 
Shreveport, LA 71135-5210 
24 hr. Order No. 1-318-222-2970 (FREE catalog) 


_Exp. Date_ 

O UPS COD 
($6,00 Extra) 


Card# 


□ □ □ □ 

VISA M/C Check M/O 


™ MERCENARY 

JACKET 


THE “MERC” JACKET AND CAP 
^ THE FREEDOM FIGHTER’S JACKET 

YaL' SJjte tnwfeni VSr I'lMfcmlyi'MS Zlll Fir'i LPt!k\n;KI5 k-t jj^l? 
Escadrille (1914-1918) and the Ffying Tigers (AVG) circa WWII. Our Merc Jacket 
features the Legionnaire symbol embroidered & applied with the French Legion 
Efrangere (translated Foreign Legion) on the Jacket back plus a full embroidered 
Merc emblem on the left front chest. Constructed of 100% water repellent satin 
nylon, the jacket features a quilted liner, knit cuffs, waistband and collar, 2 side 
pockets and a button up front. Made in the U.S.A. Sizes: M(38-40), L(42-44), 
XL(46-48), XXL(50-52). Color: Black. 

Q43-26 Le Mercanaire Satin Jacket.$69.95 

Q54-113 Le Mercanaire Direct Embroidered Cap.$14.95 


S Phone & Mail Orders Accepted 
3$ Call 800-444-8643 

, Toll Free (For Credit Card Orders Only.) 
Add $4.75 shipping and insurance chare 
HHi CA residents add sales tax. 


Color Catalog Free With Order or Send $3.00 To: 


THE qiWRIERMA&IER Dept SF203 
750 Long Beach Bivd.. Long Beach. CA 90813 


SUPPORT AFGHAN 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS 
GIVE THEM THE TOOLS 
TO FINISH THE JOB. 

The Afghans have driven the Soviet Army 
from their country, but the war’s not over; they 
still have to get rid of the Communist puppet 
government. 

SOF’s AFGHAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS 
FUND has raised and spent over $150,000 for 
things like tactical radios, mine detectors and 
various special projects; the need is as great as 
ever. We need to send them the tools to finish 
the job. 

Send your donation to: 

AFGHAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS FUND 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 


None of the funds collected go to staff 
salaries or administrative expenses. Donations 
are NOT tax deductible, and for that reason all 
the more appreciated. 


JUJITSU 

KNIFE TECHNIQUES 

INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO 
(25 KNIFE DEFENSES) 

$ 29.95 

(PLUS $5.00 S&H) 

SEND CHECK OR 
MONEY ORDER TO: 

KAMEKAN 

P.O. 419 

DUMONT, NJ 07628 


ASSAULT WEAPON 

ACCESSORIES 


■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible’* 1 to investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phone, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Files 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Create Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash Income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Profile’’ 

■ Privacy from Taxes ■ Nomadic Living 
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CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — $2.00 per word per 
insertion — $40.00 minimum. All ads MUST BE PREPAID. 
Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with authorizing 
signature, a telephone number (for our files) and full 
payment Advertisers offering information packets for a 
fee must send sample of packet (packets will not be 
relumed). Name, address and telephone number are to be 
included in your word count. EXAMPLE: P.0. Box 693 = 2 
words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as Dl, SGT, 
20mm, U.S. count as one word each. Hyphenated words 
and telephone numbers are counted as two words. No 
personal services ads accepted. We reserve the right to 
refuse, delete or change any copy which we determine to 
be objectionable. Mail classified ads with payment to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, Classified Dept., P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO B0306. 


READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY 
VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR 
THE LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CON¬ 
TAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE 
A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES 
OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST 
POSTAL INSPECTOR AND ALSO CONTACT 
OUR ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE DOES NOT INTEND FOR ANY 
PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVERTISED TO BE 
USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be prod¬ 
ucts for which sale, possession or 
interstate transportation may be re¬ 
stricted, prohibited or subject to spe¬ 
cial licensing requirements in your 
state. Purchasers should consult the 
local law enforcement authorities in 
their area. 


1991 

CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING 

DEADLINES 

JUN issue.FEB. 13 

JUL issue.MAR. 13 

AUG issue .... APR. 17 
SEP issue.MAY. 15 

OCT Issue will be our Special SOF 
Las Vegas Convention Edition! 

[ "v :i 

oof Issue ’. . . . f JUN. 1§ 

NOV issue.JUL. 17 

DEC issue ..... AUG. 14 
Soldier of Fortune Magazine 
Classified Dept. 

PO Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80306-0693 


APPAREL 


WORLDWIDE CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS. 1991 Cata¬ 
log Camouflage from over 35 Countries! Insignia, 
Headwear & Equipment also! Catalog $1.00. A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver. CO 80221. (161) 

HARD DROP CAFE — ANY TIME, ANY PLACE T-shirts 
for vets who eat on the run. (M,L,XL,XXL) $13ppd: 
VAAD-SOF, The Woodlands. TX 77387-7682. (172) 


NUKE 

IRAQ 

100% COTTON T-SHIRT 

$10.00 +$2 Postage & Handling 
Specify Size (M,L,XL) 
Send Check or 
Money Order To: 

K&K Enterprises 
P.O. Box 685 
Itasca, IL 60143 


HAT PINS - PATCHES - FLAGS 



600+ MILITARY DESIGNS 

FREE 24 Page ILLUS. CATALOG 
WE DO CUSTOM WORK 
Dealer Inquires Welcome 

HOOVER’S MFG. CO. 

4015SF PROGRESS BLVD. 

PERU, IL 61354 

(815) 223-1159 , Ask For David 




WHERE DO OVER 8000 SUBSCRIBERS 
TURN FOR ARTICLES, ADS & NEWS ABOUT 
MILITARY JEEPS, TRUCKS, TANKS & MORE? 

SUBSCRIBE TO... 


MILITARY 


VEHICLES 


DON’T MISS OUT! 

SUBSCRIBE NOW! 

1 Year (6 Issues) $15*2 Years (12 Issues) $25 


P.O. Box 1748-L • Union. NJ 07083 
Till- NAHUETI'LACE 
FOB MILITARY VEHICLES 




W.W. II COLLECTORS 

0 ^ 


Hats-Badges-Medals ol all Nations. 
U.S. Officer's Cap (new from 
.original U.S. maker), tan with 
brown leather visor, chin strap 
and U.S. Eagle pin. State size S, 
M. or Lg.$58.00 


We pay postage. Our 250 page 
fully illustrated catalog $5.00 
{Free with order) 


W.W.#2 Ltd.. Box 2063-T, St. Louis, MO 63158 


S.E.A.L & SPECIAL FORCES CAMOUFLAGE. 68 
Pattern Tigerstripe Camo Suits, $70.00, Tigerstripe Berets 
$19.00, Boonie Hats $16.00. I.M.S., Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221. (161) 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property Win custody. 
Sharpest tactics revealed. 228 page book $16.95. Visa/ 
MC accepted. EDEN Press, Box 8410-DD Fountain 
\6lley, CA 92728. (162) 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research 
materials. Videocassettes, photographs, literature, 
Zapruder film. Catalogue: $3. Collector's Archives; Box 2 
Beaconsfield, Quebec. H9W 5T6. (164) 

NEW BOOK CATALOG I 50 page catalog describes over 
300 fascinating titles. The best non-fiction books available 
for men of action and adventure! Send $1.00 to: Paladin 
Press, PO Box 1307-1AQT, Boulder. CO 80306. (303) 
443-7250. (164) 


\ Make a career out of 
I your love of animals! 

I Home study prepares you for great jobs 

■ In animal care/veterinary assistance... 

I helps you give your own pet top care, too. 

■ School of Animal Science • Dept, cci 7i. 

I 2245 Perimeter Park • Atlanta, GA 30341 

! FREE BOOKLET: 800-223-4542 


MILITARY MEDALS 



Full Size U.S. Medals, 
UN and RVN Medals 
Miniature Medals 
Official Ribbons 
Rank Badges 
Personal Service 


Jade 

Display Cases 
Manuals on 
Claiming Medals 
All Services 
All Guaranteed! 


SEND $1.00 TODAY FOR COLOR CATALOG! 


MEDALS OF AMERICA 

1929SF FAIR VIEW ROAD 
FOUNTAIN INN, SC 29644 


EMBLEMS OF EXCELLENCE 


CUSTOM PATCHFS PINS DF.CAtS CAPS 



^CATALOG & SAMPLE 

\7 STADRI 57 si l.KROY ST NYC 10014 

212 929 2293 Fax 212 627 1341 

UNUSUA^OOKS' 


HUNDREDS OF TITLES - ALL AT DISCOUNT PRICESI 
MANY AVAILABLE NOWHERE ELSE 

privacy • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS • NEW IDENTITY 
BLACK MARKET • LEGAL SELF-HELP • SURVEILANCE 
SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • CRIME • REVENGE • CHEMISTRY 
EXOTIC WEAPONS • FIREWORKS • LOCATING PERSONS 
PLUS MANY OTHER CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS 

HUGE DISCOUNT CATALOG - $1 (Ref.) 

62 FROM CANADA • 63 FROM OTHER COUNTRIES 


. ANVIL • P.0. Box 640383F • El Paso, TX 79904 j 


ENCYCLOPEDIA OF REVENGE — The Most devastat¬ 
ing manual ever published! Over 1,000 entries, completely 
cross referenced. It would take 15 books to equal the 
information jam-packed in this giant 8 1/2x11 hardcover 
volume. $49.95 plus $3.50 shipping/handling to Anchor 
Publishing., PO Box 2630-X, Landover Hills, MD 20784. 
Visa/Mastercard orders call 24 hours. (800) 448-6280. 
061) _ 

EXPATRIATE’S EMPLOYMENT HANDBOOK: Seeing 
the World and Getting Paid for It! by Dennis Riley — Open 
the door to a new life and world of adventure. The author’s 
simple, infallible job-search system has never failed to 
bring him an overseas offer. He’s made a Irving out of 
working (and playing) abroad for years. Now you can, too. 
5 1/2x81/2 softcover, photos, 144pp. Send $18.50ppd to 
Paladin Press, PO Box 1307-1AQK, Boulder, CO 80306. 
061) _ 

THE ANARCHIST COOKBOOK is now available again! 
Complete, uncensored edition. Send $22 to Barricade 
Books. PO Box 1401-Z, Secaucus, NJ 07096. (167) 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE. Complete construction 
plans from the worlds most acclaimed designer of 
electronic spy equipment. Free Catalog. Wilson. PO Box 
5264, Augusta, GA 30906 (161) 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or existing 
small business. Grants/loans to $500,000. Free recorded 
message: 707-449-8600. (KW5) (162) 


COLLECTORS 


BRITISH,SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS. Regi¬ 
mental insignia; blazer crests, ties; wall plaques; tankards; 
berets; belts; swagger canes; cassettes; videos; medals; 
patches; books, etc., of elite British/Scotish Regiments, 
including SAS, Paratroops, marines, Guards, Black Black 
Watch etc. Import Catalog $4.00. BRITISH REGALIA 
IMPORTS, Dept. 6, PO Box 50473, Nasville. TN 37205. 
(161) 
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Macedonian 

Battle Sling 

Long Range Artillery for Alexander the Great 
Alexander the Great conquered hi* * world using slingers as his 
first line of battle offense. Using 1/4 pound lead balls, the 
formidable Macedonian Battle Sling would deliver death from 
the sky at an astonishing 500 yards — safely beyond the range of 
even the strongest enemy archers. 

• Authentic reproduction! 

* ,, $ 100% 5 ounce blackmith heavy grade 

„ ; I ' leather! 

f t - Savage power! A genuine Goliath killer! 

* ( L 250 yard range with rocks, much more 

’ ■ i, (Lj & #- with steel or lead balls... golf balls great! 

Mt ^ * Legitimate instructions (only one over- 

? ■ hand^swing—ino twirling about the head!) 

(V . , • 100% hand made in the USA! 

^ Jy J ■ Life time free replacement if everbroken! 

^ ^ ■ Survivalists! It's a multi use survival tool 
. * that will last for years! 

& • Beginners can hit a garbage can at 100 
■k 4 feet after only one hour or practice! 

• Defend yourselfl 

$20.00 - We pay postage - Free Catalog Included 
We will accept C.O.D. orders — 702/361-8341 

Ron Sinclair 279 E Warm Springs Rd. #6 
Las Vegas, N V 89il9 

Wlwa jna run mA-rd billlFU. K£'U tth ilwiyi ihrd niii 


TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE W\ -shocking manuals.'! I 


THE ULTIMATE T-SHIRT 
fe “Don’t Fear The Reaper” 

5 FULL COLOR ON BLACK 

q M-L-XLS11.95 + $2.00 Shipping 
g XXL $14.95 + $2.00 Shipping 

§; Full Color Catalog $2.00 
5 100’s Of T-Shirts: 

c/) Harley, Truckers, Military, Skulls, 

Wildlife, Viet, Iraq, Rebel 
Crazy F:[U r i. P.D. aw 1ZJ3. Dept.-SF, Tarpon Springs, FL 34688 


EL SALVADOR 

JUMP WINGS 

Free Catalog: Call or write for Kaplan’s Free Catalog 
featuring military gear from around the world 

1055 Market Street * San Francisco, CA 94103 


.22LR CONVERSION KITS 

Shoot your gun more and pay lor your kit in ammo savings!!! j 

AR15...$139, M16...$159 
MINI-14, AC556...$119 
AK47...S119, AK84...S99 

To order, phone (407) 268-1921 
or send $2.00 for more information to: *, 

JONATHAN ARTHUR CIENER, INC 

DEPT. SF -3 6850 Riveredge Dr., Titusville, FL 32780 _ | 

W ISRAEL MILITARY PRODUCTS 

'v>/.,,J^• IDF Airborne Uniform, S-XXL 
'' Jacket+Pants $65 + $15Post. 

• IDF Issue Kevlar Helmet V50. PARATR 
■''7JYT 1 590 ft./sec $140 + $20 Post. 

AIRBORNE T-SHIRT * IDF issue Ml 6 and Galil 

S-XXL $11+3 Post Magazine Holder 

Catalog $2 (free with arder) Clips 2 Magazines together 
Wholesale inquiries welcome for assault $11+$3 
Lots of other original items IMP P.O.B. 31006 Tel Aviv 61310 Israel 


UNITED NATIONS BERETS, Sky Blue Beret with En¬ 
amelled U.N. Badge Unissued Only $30.00. Box 

21606, Denver, CO 80221. (161) 

WWII RELICS, Cheaper than certain "well-known” relics 
dealers! We beat their prices far flags, daggers, medals, 
helmets. Catalog $5 (refundable) Telephone: 612-689- 
1146. Militaria, Box 261-D, Cambridge, MN 55008. (163) 

VIETNAM Collector? Patches, books, Dl pins T-shirts. 
Catalog $1. SATCONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. 
(165) 


^^ Record telephone conversations in your office or 

home Connects between any cassette or tape 
recorder and your telephone line. Starts auto- 
maticalty when phone is answered. Records both 
sides ol conversation. Stops recorder when 
sm leu. in. phone is hung up 


$ 19.95 


_ EACH Qly OK Avail 

v Super Powerful 

|J\ FM TRANSMITTER 

9 \ Many times more powerful thamther transmitters. 

" \ Transmits up to V* mile to any FM radio -Easy to 

V. Assemble Kit - up to JV battery (not met) 

For catalog of Transmitters. Voice Scramblers and 
other specafly items, enclose $?.00 to USI Corp 

Call 407-725-1000 or send $19.95 + $1.00 
shipping per item to: USI Corp., P.O. Box 
SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902 COD'a OK, 






BUSHPILOT WINGS 

BADGE QUALITY — CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. BOX 541384 
DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 
CATALOG wrm PURCHASE — ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 


MILITARY COLLECTORS 

postpaid. • German War Badges • postpaid. 



Sub — Iron Cross — Wound 

Your choice any one = $8.00 or all 3 = $20.00. All are 
full size, not miniatures. These made from originals. Your 
choice W.W. #1 or H2 (state choice). We have most 
complete stock of W.W. H2 German badges-caps-flaqs, 
etc. in U.S. MgnTOXmiUlll Wk-lll^ltilW.W^.1 
Postpaid. (Sent free with any order). 

Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG - $5.00. 

W.W. n Ltd. Box 2063-F, St. Louis, Mo. 63158 


CABLE TV 
DESCRAMBLER LIQUIDATION! 


FREE CATALOG! 

Hamlin Combos $44, Oak M35B $60 (min. 5), etc. 


WEST COAST ELECTRONICS 
For Information: 818-709*1758 
Catalogs & Orders: 800-628-9656 


FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION CAMOUFLAGE, Current 
Issue F-1 Camo Suits Unissued $68.00, F-1 Camo Caps 
$15.00, Legion Camo Swim Shorts $12.00. A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221 .(161) 

WW2 GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, 
uniforms, T-shirts, posters, camouflage. World’s biggest 
catalog, $2.00. Krupper, Box 177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208 
(165) _ 

RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN BADGES Medals 
and uniforms for sale. For a list send $1 to Kaplans, Box 
890638, Lyndhurst 2106 South Africa. (162) 

AUTHENTIC NEW GUINEA SHRUNKEN HEAD has 

been in museum for last 40 years. $7,500,00 or trade for ? 
Serious inquiries only. PO Box 1015, Catoosa, OK 74015. 
(163) 


EDUCATION 


TERMPAPER assistance. 16,278 topics available! 306- 

page catalog —rush $2.00. Research, 11322 Idaho, 
#206EX, Los Angeles. CA 90025. TOLL FREE HOTLINE: 
800-351-0222 (California: 213-477-8226) (167) 


EMPLOYMENT 


EASY WORK! EXCELLENT PAY! Assemble products at 
home. Call for information, 504/641-8003 ext. 6823. (161) 

INTERESTING CAREER LISTINGS: Police, -Security, 
Investigation, Intelligence. Nationwide, some interna¬ 
tional. Executives to $80,700. Positions explained. 3 
monthly issues: $16.95. PSIC/FO, PO Box 1562, Decatur, 
IL 62525. (161) 


Survival Electronics, Computers, Security, Weaponry, Rocketry, 
Phones, Energy, Financial, Medical. 100+. Plus Special Projects 
and Technical Research Services. Confidentiality Guaranteed! 
Send $3 for catalogs. By John Williams, former Senior Engineer 
(Lockheed) and Computer Science Professor (NMSU) - as seen 
on CBS “60 MINUTES ’. Since 1971. 

CONSUMERTRONICS 

2011 CRESCENT DR. P.O. DRAWER 537 
ALAMOGORDO, NM 86310 (505) 434-0234 


IT’S BACK! 



RCGlMCNTfU INSIGNIA & UICAPONRV 

SflS • RAF • BLACK WATCH 

• PARA • RM • CAMERONS 

• RSDG RN • GUARDS etc. 

Import Catalog $3.00 

BRITISH nconun IMPORTS 

Deportment-8 

P.O. Box 50473 • Nashville, TN 37205 


OVERSEAS, STATESIDE. $100 to $1,000 daily. Now 
hiring. FREE list. ZINCS, PO Box 585, Dearborn, Ml 
48120. (161) 


JOBS, Any state, any occupation, including government, 
state, public. Also cruiseships, tugs, ships, riverboats, 
oilrigs, women-men. Work month — home month. USA 
plus overseas. Information $5.00. Nationwide Employ¬ 
ment, B242, Cental, IN 47110. (161) 


FIREARMS & ACCESSORIES 


SPORTING AND MILITARY RIFLES, pistols and 
ammunition. 20-50% below retail. Why pay more? Catalog 
$2 refunded with first order. MK2 Company, Dept. SOF, 
PO Box 462367, Garland, TX 75046. (166) 


FOR SALE 


CS TEAR GAS GRENADES $12.50 each, 6 for $70, 12 for 
$135 postpaid. MicMar Enterprises, 711 Ridgeview Dr., 
Telford, PA 18969. (161) 

HAIR REGROWTH 4 MONTHS! New potent formula 
cures baldness. Prevent hereditary baldness. Halts re- 
ceeding hairline. Box 1213-S, Makati 1299, Philippines. 
(167) _ ' 

CONFIDENTIAL CATALOG of police and investigation 
equipment. $2. IPEC, Dept. SF-159, Box 7638, Sun- 
nymead, CA 92303. (164) 

MINIATURE FM TRANSMITTERS: Tracking transmit¬ 
ters! Voice disguisers! Bug detectors! Phone snoops! 
More! Surveillance items available assembled or build 
them yoursetf. Catalog $2.00: Xandi Electronics, Box 
25647. Dept. 40K, Tempe, AZ 85285-5647. (161) 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY — Many unusual 
informative books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, 
Investigations, Unusual Technologies, Documents, etc. 
Free Brochures: MENTOR Dept. G-2, Drawer 1549, 
Asbury Park, NJ. 07712. (164) 

OPERATION DESERT SHIELD or Just Cause coin 
$10.00 each plus $3.00 postage. Call 1-601-833-6891 for 
card orders. Complete coin list $2.00. Phillips-West 
Monticello-Brookhaven, MS 39601-3304. (170) 
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ELECTRONIC SPYING 

Outstanding new report by ex-intelligence 
officer tells secrets of eavesdropping attacks 
and defenses. Learn about telephones, bug¬ 
ging, wiretapping, TEMPEST, lasers, infrared 
and vulnerability of cordless, cellular, fax and 
satellite communications. Protect yourself 
today. 

... SURVEILLANCE... 

Government intelligence manual never before 
released. Tells all secrets of foot, auto, 
stationary surveillance. Learn “ABC’ and 
other methods. Find out how to follow people 
in restaurants, hotels and office buildings. See 
but dont be seen. Tells how to do it, how to 
spot it, how to shake it. Great for investigators. 

Reports each $19.95. Both for $37.95. 
Send to: 

ACM Security 
P.O. Box 4021 
Gaithersburg, MD 20885 
301/975-0190 


A AFRICA-K0RP. CAP & GOGGLES 

I German 1942 Mfg. ORIGINAL sand Adust goggles, 
» l still in ther packet pouch. 

^ Tan Oft caps = New REPLICA Stale S-M- or 
Lg. Size. Both - Only $39.00 

We pay postage Our 2S0 page (lily illustrated 
catalog $5 00 (FREE with order) 


OVER 40,000 ITEMS IN STOCK 


W.W. #2Ltd., Box2063-F St. Louis, MO63158 


Don't get Fight Back!!! 

t^V %&Lli 



SURVEILLANCE 

TELEPHONE 




This is a normal functioning telephone! 

EXCEPT it has a secret built in monitor. 

Only YOU can call and monitor all conversations, using a 
secret code, and never be detected LRarfge Unlimited 

S175.00 - 6 month Warranty - Phone Tap Catalog $3.00 
LISTEN ELECTRONICS, 603 Elgin. Muskogee, OK 74401 

1-800-633-TAPS 


LEARN JUNGLE SURVIVAL IN TROPICAL COSTA 
RICA. For information write to: Jungle Survival, Apartado 
7, Golfito, Costa Rica, Central America. (163) 


FREE 40-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG. Cash income 
opportunities. Secret loans. Home businesses. New 
credit, jobs, degrees, foreign passports. EDEN PRESS, 
Box 8410-SR, Fountain Vblley, CA 92728. (162) 


BODYGUARDS, POLICE, MILITARY security personnel. 
Join the International Bodyguard Association. Free 
information. IBA, 9842 Hibert, Suite 161, San Diego, CA 
92131. (161) 


FREE KUNG FU LESSONS Guaranteed satisfaction. 
Send $1. for postage: McLisa, P.O. Box 1755 Dept. 
SF90-L, Honolulu, HI. 96806. (164) 


FREE LISTING! Ammo; militaria, artillery, re-enactments, 
collectors; hobbyists, etc., Joe Jelinek, 1201-F Cottage 
Grove, Chicago Heights, IL 60411. (162) 

COVERT WEAPONS PLANS. Looks are deceiving. Free 
catalog with SASE. Sardauker, Box 38531-S, German¬ 
town, TN 38138. (165) 


INSTRUCTION 


JUNGLE SURVIVAL TRAINING Eight day course. Belize. 
C.A. Instruction on surviving in jungle environment. Free 
Brochure. Pathfinder, PO Box 397, Clearwater, FL34617 
813/734-1356. (161) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


HAVE AN UNUSUAL OCCUPATION or know someone 
who does? Participate in national study. Confidential. 
Send address to JOBS, Box 171, EUREKA, CA 95502. 
(161) _ 

NEED CASH $500.00 TO $50,000.00? Debt consolida¬ 
tion? Major bank credit cards? ‘‘Instant cash” obtained by 
mail. $3,000.00 credit line. No cosigners. No credit check! 
Free information write National Credit, PO Box 1105, 
Ozark, AL 36361-1105 or call 24 hours (205) 774-3394. 
Credit ext. Mag-1000. (163) 



DIVORCE! 


Join the men's movement Lit on -winning! 
Attorney and organization referrals in your area. 

Subscribe to our big monthly newsmagazine. 
Law citations, top writers, networks. ChetbmXe 
"feminism." It's about time! Spread the wmd!. 
Me abeiaUp inf* and saaple atwraagazlBc S3. 

Men's Rights Assoc . 

f k • Box i 7854-F Lyons, Forest Lake, MN 



20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9850. 
Trout fishing, backpacking, camping. Elk, deer, moose, 
bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near established towns. 
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks nearby. GUARAN¬ 
TEED ACCESS. INSURED TITLE. WARRANTY DEED. FREE 
color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
‘Video Available* 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-592-5990 

TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 — (406) 846-1000 


U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA 

9 1940through Current 

Large Catalog, $2.00 

Vk SAUNDERS ,jfi 

Box 3133-SF . Naples, FL 33939-3133 VJ 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 


$ 9 , 1 ?, 


▼^POSTPAID 

Fires 22 cal. tear 
Qas or blank ammo. 

Solid metal. 6 shot, clip . \ 

fed. Rapid firing. With In- Y \ 

structions, • A 

For self-protection, theatre, dog i 
training, sports. Purchaser must . 

be over 21. Money back guarantee. 

. WESTBURY SALES CO. California. 

YDEPT. TA-3-SF, 156 Post Avenue, Westbury, NY 11590 



I VIS*,MC,*mXL 

■ StudcKh.clwcU ... 

I 7-d*y Salis.Gtd. NO COl 

LBLACKHAWK 


PLASTIC AIR CANNONS Shoot concrete filled beer cans 
400 yards. Simple construction. Plans $10.00. PINE- 
TREE, Box 21266, S.L.C., UT 84121. (161) 

IRISH PRIDE BERETS your choice of Green or Black 
Beret. Both come with Brass Irish Harp Crest. Great for St. 
Patrick's Day. $22.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. (161) 


FREE CATALOG. Self-help legal kits. Government loans/ 
grants. Giveaway programs. Social Security/Veterans 
Benefits. More. Cascade X12, 14241 NE Woodinville/ 
Duvall Road, #221, Woodinville, WA 98072. (161) 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal 
Gun Laws, both $6.00. Police Catalog $2.00. Schlessin- 
ger, PO Box 882, New York, NY 10150. (161) 

SURVEILLANCE, counter-surveillance, weapons, books! 
Guaranteed lowest prices! Huge catalog $5.00 (refunda¬ 
ble). Protector, PO Box 520294-C, Salt Lake City, UT 
84152. (161) 

CAMOUFLAGE British Falklands, Rhodesian (original), 
Spanish, French Algeria. Please send $2 bills only for 
photos/details. Embleton, Hollybush Lodge, Firgrove 
Road, Yateley, Hants, England GU177NH. Phone: 252 
872913. (162) 



-Sportsmen 
^Home Repair 
-Military 
Law Enforcement 


Mini Flashlight accessory. Holds 
light for hands-free use on head, 
wrist, belt or gun. $5.95 ppd. Puts 
light where you need it. 

Fits any AA Mini Flashlight. 
Rugged nylon elastic also makes 
utility sling. Band mounts light to 
rifle or wrist for night shooting. 

Send SSAE for fact sheet. To order, 
send check or money order to: 

P.O. Box 1591, Sandy, UT 84091-1591 

DtLfLDDGfflD ° [M\[flOD 


AFRICA INVESTMENT 
CONSULTANTS LTD. 

77ie Source For Investment Evaluation of 
Your Potential Projects in Africa 

CURRENT STUDIES IN PROGRESS: 

Angola, Botswana, Equatorial Guinea, 
Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe 

Serious Inquiries Toe 

AIC 

121 Federal Street 
West Hartford, CT 06110 USA 
TeL/FAX (203) 523-5170 


BE A PARALEGAL! 

America’s No. 1 home study paralegal 
I program. Attorney-instructed. Prepare 
now for your law career! School of Para¬ 
legal Studies, Dept. LCi7i, 2245 Perim¬ 
eter Pk., Atlanta, GA 30341. Or call today. 

FREE CAREER BOOKLET: 

CALL 800-223-4542 



_ ORDER NOW! WE'LL SHIP TODAY I 
» c *ll 800-228-2323 or 801-975-0222 V 
OSSBOWS, INC. 80X 27222- Salt Lake Cilv UT84127 1 


Electronic Bug $24.95 

As you can see, the FM EAR is small. But 
it can pick up every whisper in a room 
™ and transmit it a block away to your 

r- ii FM radio. Sound quality is excellent! 

It’s easy to use, just snap it on a 9 volt 
battery and hide it. Notice: This device 
is only to be used in conformity with 
Federal, State and Local laws! The 
FM EAR is intended for security use only, 
such as listening for suspicious 
§ ■ sounds in your garage or R.V. 

GUARANTEE: If you’re not completely satisfied with the 
FM EAR, just send it back in 30 days for a full refund! 


Fast [ 
10 
Day 

Delivery j 


Send a '$24.95 check or moneyorder to 
MATSON ELECTRONIC MFG. 
1269 Broadway 
Suite 196, Dept. B1 
El Cajon, CA 92021 


BROCHURE — See our large selection of Citations/ 
Diplomas/Awards for Martial Arts/Military and more. Write 
Today! Send $1 plus SASE to: Docugraphics, 3232 SW 35 
Bfvd., 9uite 115, Dept. S, Gainesville, FL 32608. (161) 

HOT SPOTS! Do-It-Yourself plan for those seeking spicy 
entertainment in Tijuana, Mexico. $3.00, R&R Odyssey, 
716 No. Venture Rd., Suite 291-SF, Oxnard, CA 93030. 
(161) 

SECRET SCANNER FREQUENCY Directories! Federal, 
Police, Surveillance, Survival, Military, Car Phones, More! 
Big catalog! CRB, PO Box 56-F, Commack, NY 11725. 
(162) _ 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2. for police catalog. B-PEC 
Dept. SF 1189, Box 7638. Moreno, CA 92303 (164) 
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Wear the Badge of a] 

HI DETECTIVE 


8®2£Ek 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

• Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
self reliance can lead you to an excit¬ 
ing career opportunity. Solve myster¬ 
ies, bring criminals to justice, protect 
the innocent. Experts guide you every 

—-- —step of the way. Men and women 

EQUIPMENT needed to work in challenging situa- 

tionS) withstanding hardships, 
•rttfcaMfoahMM V LH make on the spot decisions. 

SSuSHa? 1 G^jg Leant the latest investiga- 
SflUtcoMtJRaMflfliiT* |a\ f/T tive techni( l ues usin 8 special 
gitoMM—nMMeek, law enforcement equipment 

nmltare & & 2jf . . . the same equipment 

used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
own investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details. 

Approved by Calif, Dept, of Public Instruct. 

THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 

j DEPT SGI02. P O. Box 23750. Santa Ana. CA 92799 " 

| Rush me your "Detective” Career Kit—No salesmen will call. | 

I MM-A*-1 


j SURVEILLANCE 


SHERWOOD - The first name in surveillance 
equipment. Complete line of investigative, 
communications & countermeasures equipment. 
CONTACT THE SUKVEILIANCE SPECIALISTS 

SHERWOOD COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATES, LTD. 
FO Box S35S, Sortfampton, PA 18966 
(215) 357-9065 


^ NIGHT SIGHT 

L O PAINT™ 

/ NEVER MISS YOUR TARGET 
DUE TO LOW LIGHT CONDITIONS 

• This luminous paint glows in the dark 

• Easy to apply on your sights 

• Our kit will do 30+ sights 

• For use on rifles, handguns & shotguns 

• A must for low light hunting & defense 
Send check or money order for S11.95 plus S2.00 
shipping & handling to: J-GAR CO.. P.0. Box 182 

Petersham. Mass. 01366-0182 


• Up to $5000 free and clear—30 days. 

• Survive w/o a salary • Cash income. 

• How to be working in 48 hours. 

• Get college degrees by mai). 

• Recesslon-prtfof jobs, careers. 

• $100,000 credit on signature alone. 

• Business money secrets, sources. 

• VIsa/MasterCard—no credit check. 
FREE 40*page catalog 

EDEN PRESS • Box 8410-AF • Fountain Valley, CA 92728 


Men & Women! Make BIG Money!! Be a... 


MONEY 

JOBS 

CREDIT! 


PRIVATE 

INVESTIGATOR 


‘‘Clue" into big profits, excitement, intrigue and adventure 
with your own P.l. business! 5100,000 a year or more made 
as your own boss! Amazing one-of-a-kind business 
home-study course tells all! Train to be part of the fastest 
growing profession in the country. Quickly learn: 

* How to get on the “fast track" to big money 

* All fundamentals of private investigation and 
surveillance 

* How to start your own detective agency 

* Where to buy state-of-the-art electronic detection 
equ ipment 

* How to operate from home, no investment required 

* ID Card & Diploma awarded! 

Free Information: 



BEATING RETREAT (60 Minutes) 

A VHS ONLY $39.95 

S?* / By the massed bands of the 

Royal Marines. A spectacular 
rousing performance. 
BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department 6 

P.O. Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205 


The Most Powerful 
Slingshot in the world 


* More “muzzle” energy than some* .22 cai. cartridges. 

* Shoots 1*4 gr. lead ball (50 cal.) 200 ft. per sec. 

* Over 300 yard range. 

* Kill instantly grouse, duck, squirrel, rabbit, raccoon, 

cat, dog, fox, badger, even coyote. 

* Shoots 50 cal. holes dear thru 1/4” plywood. 

* (Ip to 50 lb. draw (can you pull it ?), 

Slingshot with 4 extra power bands: $25.00 

Extra power bands: $4.00per set. Ammo: $8.00per lb. 


A A 

i - •• 

Will Send C.O.D. 702-361-8341 

\ Ron Sinclair 279 E. Warm Springs Rd. #6, Us Vegas, NV 89123 


U-BOAT CAPTAIN S CAP 

White top Gold insignia and visor braid 
Leather chin strap State size wanted S89.00 

Knights Cross with its 17" neck ribbon 
and oak leaf with swords S21.00 

•j We pay postage. Our 224 page fully 
If illustrated catalog (free with order) $5.00 


1 

Ml 

1 

p>ooc 

{ 

Strange jnd Dangerous Look 

Mick 

For bidden Technology 

Tyner 


FORBIDDEN TECHNOLOGY: A STRANGE 
AND GENUINELY DANGEROUS LOOK. •Build¬ 
ing Toflon^-Coated Bullets • Jamming Speed 
Radar •Titanium Warheads •Activating Inert 
Grenades •Hypersecura Encryption • Rocket 
Weapons •Clandestine Ryro Expose •Wearing 
A Wire •Defeating Alarms •Forbidden Tech 
Marketplace •Surveillance Photography 
•Computer Viruses • ScramWIng'Deserambl¬ 
ing •Ultrasonic Weapons *Morel 8.5x11, 258 
meaty pages. A Fresh & Lucid Look at Forbid¬ 
den Technology) $33 domestic postage paid. 
Registry Distributing, 1616 17th St, Ste 372, 
Denver. CO, 80202. Sold only to Inform. 


SUPPORT 

SOF 

ADVERTISERS 


ARMY SURPLUS: Large Inventory New and Used, Plus 
Survival Items. Send $1 (Refundable) for Price List: Hugh 
Wade’s Oakshire Place, Hwy 51 South, Union City, TN 
38261. (161) 

SOVIET ARMY CAP BADGES Only $5.00 for the Badge 
and get our Large Listing of Soviet Military Camouflage. 
Insignia & Equipment. Lowest Prices in the U.S., A.H.A., 
Box 21606, Denver. CO 80221. (161) 

BEST PRICES FOR GENUINE Army surplus, clothing, 
camping and survival equipment. Free Catalog. Sierra 
Surplus, P.O. Box 1597. Bishop, CA 93515. (161) 


SURVIVAL 


I SUPPLY 

R.D. #10 BOX 10419, NEWTON, NEW JERSEY 07860 

COMBAT For 200 Ham Catalog) A ^ 

ASSAULT VEST 

Woodland Camo XL, 

SQQoo MJ1 " I 


89 ' 


5.5 6 mm/7.6 2 mm/9 mm SMG 

6 large Dockets hold 12 30 rd 
5 56 mm magazines. 12 762mm 
« 12 9mm SMG 2 chest acces¬ 
sory pockets 2 large inside 
pockets hold 12 more magazines, 
knife, pistol, etc Attaching points 
on back lor Alice Gear Quick 


on back lor Alice Gear Quick ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: Mill) Ortir. piruml ] 

release buckles One size tits all ckieki ir Vlii & Mutir Cird ilidf icctptiR. NO 

CODY XII ■trckutilt !i 100% (Mriittid RllHlilt 

S[201)94*4260il •< 11,1111114 p * ir11 " lc *s* j 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: 

From time 4o time, we make our list of 
customers’ names and addresses 
available to carefully screened com¬ 
panies to send announcements of their 
products or services. 

If you prefer not to receive such mail¬ 
ings, and want your name on our sub¬ 
scriber list only, please write us, en¬ 
closing your mailing label. 

Please address your request to: 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
P.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 
Attn: Customer Service 


CABLE-TV BOXES 
FREE CATALOG 


TRANS-WORLD CABLE CO. 
12062 Southwest 117th Ct., Suite 126 
Miami, Florida 33186 
800-442-9333 


EMERGENCY CANDLES. Made of high melt point 
micro-crystalline wax. Two candles per package with 
special reflective box. Over 120 hours burn time. Excellent 
for home, car, camping, etc. Send $7.95 + $2.50 S&H to 
Battlesight Supply, PO Box 16043, Colorado Springs, CO 
80935. (161) 

WILDERNESS SURVIVAL COURSES: Summer & winter. 
5 days, 500 acres private reserve. Free brochure. 
Wilderness Training Center, Box 168F, Chateaugay, NY 
12920. (161) 

NUCLEAR BOMB SHELTER PLANS. Extensively re¬ 
searched and drawn by licensed architect for todays 
weapons. Don’t be surprised —be prepared! Send $39 to: 
Nuclear Shelter Designs, PO Box 568. Glenwood Land¬ 
ing, NY 11547. (161) 


U.S. NAVY SEAL FITNESS PROGRAM Gain strength 
and self confidence. Get in shape using the methods of the 
world's most elite combat unit. Send $10.95 to T-N-S Ent., 
PO Box 5644. Virginia Beach. VA 23455. (164) 


NATIONAL ACADEMY of Investigative and security 
sciences. Guaranteed quality professional training. For 
free information send S.A.S.E. to: National Academy, 225 
Broadway, Suite 520, San Diego, CA 92101. (165) 

RANGER, AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD training. Catalog 
and information $6. ($10 foreign). USTC, 2020 N. 
Broadway, Ste. 103, Santa Ana. CA 92706-2622. (164) 

DO PULL-UPS ANYWHERE! With a free-standing pull-up 
bar. For free info write: The Exerciser, 316 E. Bridger Awe., 
Dept. 339, Las Vegas, NV 89101. (161) 


IS IT TRUE? JEEPS FOR $44 through the US Gov't? Call 
for facts! 504/649-5745 ext. S-6823. (162) 


DEBTS? BILLS PILING UP? Bad credit is no problem. 
We’ll help. Licensed/Bonded. Apps accepted $500- 
$50,000. Not a loan company. UAC. Dept. SF, PO Box 
26295, Birmingham, AL 35226 or call 1 -(800) 326-8284. 
(161) 


SMOKE GENERATING DEVICE (Candles, Bombs, Pots, 
Grenades) — Send $2.00 (refundable with order) for 
catalog of these and much more! Call 1 -900-990-7036 Ext. 
1017 for inside information. Call cost $1.99. Signus, Box 
33712-W13, Phoenix, AZ 85067. (161) 


DRAMATIC VIETNAM FILMS, now on VHS. Not for 
squeamish. $19.95. MWL, PO Box 6146, Omaha. NE 
68106. (161) 
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Watch as 
each product 
is demon¬ 
strated, leam 
how they can 
give you the 


9 % 

SPYTECH 

VIDEO 

CATALOG 


Learn to shoot FAST, safely and with deadly 
surgical precision. This video reveals for the first 
time, the step by step training method used by 
alt of the "special units" of the Israeli military. 


Shooting course as taught by ISDS, an Israeli 
government approved company that specializes 
in counterterrorism and VIP protection. 


Produced and filmed on location in Israel with 
Israeli instructors. 


These techniques have been proven to work in 
"real world" situations time and time again. 
Anyone can learn the Instinctive Shooting 
Method after watching this video with just a few 
hours practice. 


minutes — 
VHS only. 


Learn from the best! Be prepared when it really 
counts. 


Instinctive Shooting Video 

Retail $69.95 

Introductory Price $49.95 (Ship/lnsur. $4.) 


^ Fast moving one hour video is a complete 
condensed version of the Israeli Instinctive 


Spy-Tech Video Catalog SI4.95 (Ship/lnsur. $3.] 


SPYTECH VIDEO 


Watch as 
each product 
is demon¬ 
strated, leam 
how they can 
give you the 


9 % 

SPYTECH 

VIDEO 

CATALOG 


minutes — 
VHS only. 


Spy-Tech Video Catalog SI4.95 (Ship/lnsur. $3.] 


PERSONAL fit BUSINESS PRIVACY AND SECURITY 


BODY WIRETRANSMITTER - Room Monitor 


TELEPHONE TAPS' fit 
ROOM BUGS/ 

How They're Done, 

How To Defeat Them" 

This exclusive video clearly demonstrates how easily 
wiretapping and room bugging can be done and what 
you can do to protect your privacy. 

A leading expert in countersurveillance begins with a 
derailed examination of telephone taps. The major 
fallacies of "tap detection" devices are exposed, 
followed by a discussion of the ONLY reliable methods 
to detea taps and safeguard your communications. 
Learn the major features of common taps, including 
slaves, parasitic and nonparasitic devices, telephone 
recorder devices and more. Also included is an 
examination of how cellular and portable phones and 
even FA K machines can be tapped. 

Part 2 of the 
video examines 
the ins and outs of 
room bugs, includ¬ 
ing transmitters, 
wired microphones, 
laser listening 
devices, contact 
and parabolic 
mikes and body 
wires. See how these 
insidious bugs can 
be disguised as 
electrical outlets, 

smoke deteaors, pens, calculators and cigarettes. 

The video concludes with a look at the best 
countermeasures against tapping and bugging, 
including how to detect transmitters, sweeping and 
detection gear that works and tips on how to perform 
a physical search of a room. 

Don't let others invade your business or personal 
life. Find out how to protect yourself today! 

Available in VHS format only. 

Reg. $99. DIRECT $49.95. (Ship/lnsur. $4.) 


EP-I5I transmits your voice or other sounds up 
to 1,000 feet away to the matching receiver 
(included) with this small (cigarette pack size) 
crystal controlled VHF transmitter. (See warning.) 

Reg. $399. SALE $299. Complete 

(Ship/lnsur. $10.) 


ALSO AVAILABLE 

■ Body Wire S Bug Detector Transtec silently vibrates when it detects a hidden 
transmitter. Pocket size. Reg. $795. Sale $695. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

■ Scrambled Walkle Talkies VHF, 5 watt, 4 channel, hand held, 3-7 miles, recharge¬ 
able. Model VHF-30 $595. ea. Minimum two required. 

■ Telephone Scrambler Portable, 13,000 access codes, works over any phone 
including cellular. $299. ea. Minimum two required. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) Ultra High 
Level Units from $2,695. 

■ Stunlight Lightweight combination 40,000 volt stungun and rechargeable flashlight. 
Ready when you need it. $159. (Ship/lnsur. $7.50) 

■ Briefcase Recording System Totally hidden micro-casette system. Records from 30 
feet away. $399. (Ship/lnsur. $15.) 

» Shotgun Microphone With amplifier and headphones. Hand held, directional. Range 
varies with conditions. $249. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

■ Mini-Microphone Size of a pencil eraser, 25' wire, built-in amplifier, operates for 
months on one standard battery. Fits our long play recorders. AL-1 $99. (Ship/lnsur. $5.) 

■ Professional Countermeasures System Complete in briefcase. Detects bugs and 
taps, hidden microphones, recorders, etc. $2,995. (Ship/lnsur. $30.) 

■ Lasergunsight FA-4 Only 4" long, weighs 3.5 ounces. 16 hours on one battery. 200 
yard plus range. Fits in the palm of your hand. Built-in weaver rings, mounts available 
for most weapons. $299. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) Mounts $45. ea. (Ship/lnsur. $3.50) 

• Contact Microphone Ear-200 with built-in amplifier, recording jack provided. 
Cigarette pack size. $249. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

■ Telephone Ear Listen in by telephone! just attach to telephone line in home or 
business, dial up and enter secret code, now you can listen to room sounds from any 
telephone in the world. $249. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

■ Long Term Storage Food One year supply. $1,076. (Ship/lnsur. $154.) 

■ Weapons Detector Garrett Super Scanner, hand held. SI79. (Ship/lnsur. $7.50) 

■ Narc Bag Looks (ike a standard waist pack, but one quick jerk on the front and a 
hidden holster compartment is revealed. This system is fast and well concealed. For 
small revolvers and medium autos. Black nylon only. $39.95 (Ship/lnsur. $5.) 

■ Operations Recorder Voice aaivated, auto reverse, records for four hours on one 
casette tape. Small size. Works with auto start or mini microphone. $289. 

(Ship/lnsur. $7.50) 


ULTRA 

II TRANSMITTER 

Small, powerful. Microphone will pick up a 
whisper 20 feet away. Works with any FM receiver, 
tuneable 88 to 128 Mhz. Up to ’A mile or more! 

Powered by 9 volt battery for several days. 

Easy final assembly required. No soldering, takes 
5 minutes. For use as security room monitor or 
testing and experimentation only. See warning. 
Ultra II $99. (Ship/lnsur. $3.50) 110/9 Volt 
Continuous Power Supply $29. ppd. 


VOICE CHANGER 

Fits over the handset of any telephone and 
electronically changes your voice to protea your 
identity. $298. (Ship/lnsur. $5.) 

MICRO 

SURVEILLANCE 
TV CAMERA 

I Size of a cigarette pack. Pin hole lens will see 
through a ft" hole. Camera can be hidden almost 
anywhere and has built in lens and microphone. See 
and listen. Can be hooked up to a VCR or TV. 


WARNING NOT TO BE USED FOR SURREPTITIOUS INTERCEPTION OF ORAL COMMUNICATIONS. ALL EQUIPMENT IS SOLD SUBJECT TO PUBLIC LAW 90-2 
TITLE III. 18 U.S.D., SECTION 2511, ALL LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL ORDINANCES, RULES, REGULATIONS, ETC. IT IS THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 
BUYER (NOT THE SELLER) TO CONSULT LEGAL COUNSEL FOR INTERPRETATION OF ANY LAWS APPLICABLE TO THE AREA OF INTENDED USE. 


Complete $699. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

PHONE RECORDING 
SYSTEM 

starts and stops WtHk 

automatically, feMMMK m~gjm H 

our exclusive, < \ w jtt|| 

specially modi- "" lw ’ uwu I 
fied, selectable ^0%*^ ^ H 

play recorder - A 

every time any 
telephone on i—mm 

the line is used. 

Records both 

sides of the conversation. (See warning.) Long Play 
8/12 Hour Recorder $125. (Ship/lnsur. $7.50) 
Autostart $59.95 (Ship/lnsur. $3.50) 

SAVE — BOTH UNITS ONLY $165. (Ship/lnsur. 
$10.) Optional Alligator Adaptor Clips for 
attaching anywhere on the line. $10. (Ship/lnsur. 
$3.50) 


Executive Protection Products, Inc. — The Professionals 

1325 Imola Avenue West ■ Suite S ■ Napa ■ California ■ 94559 ■ (707)253-7142 

MasterCard ■ VISA ■ American Express ■ COD ■ 24 Hour Voice Mail Order Desk ■ Fax 17071253-7149 












Detach here before mailing. 





































































